
Thb Ghouls arestill champing theirresurrect carrion. Wherehas the latest Antonelli scandal originated; in Melbourne alon<*the PandO route,or with Pome Londonpander? Mostprobably
the latter, for crediting colonials with a depravedappetite andaravening.after filth seems to bepart of the contempt entertainedfor these latitudesby many persons in the oldcountry " andun-doubtedly the avidity with which the Press in the coloniesseizesupon anything suggestive of obscenity is calculated to confirmHome correspondentsor telegraph officialsinsuchabelief. How-everas all the previous falsehoods were in due time brandedinthi«e letters with their proper name, thatto whichweallude,irehaveno doubt,will also, indue season, have liewrittenacross itsface. Itappears, however,according to the Suez mail news thatillegitimacy is recognised bylaw in the kingdomof Italy,amost

Amilitary bandat Cork lately,declinedtoplay during"The-Shaughraun," onaccount of treasonable sentiments expressedin.theplay. This didnothurt"The Shaughraun"muchin th« eye*oHhfrpeopJeofCork.
*
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Victoria is the out-come of political spite,religious rancour,andinfuriated haste. The latter was adopted to spite one-fourth of the population, for base political purposes; theformerhas been established by gentlemen, scholars,states-
men, and serious, earnest, Christian legislators, looking not
to the triumph of a soft-goods shopkeeper,but to the lastingprosperity ofagreat nation.

And what is the principle of the law on education inEngland— what itschief characteristic1 Why that education
must be Christian and denominational. The Governmenthelps alldenominations,encourages them to raiseupefficientschools of their own, and subsidises all without exception.True, there are School Boards and secularschools inEngland,but then these are the exception not the rule; and wherethere are a sufficient number of the denominational schools,
these SchoolBoards cannot exist. In Victoria,however, the
veryopposite is the case. Notcontent with withdrawingallaid from denominational schools, the Government universally!has builtits own godless school hard-by the Catholic school,Iwith the avowedpurpose of destroying thelatter. Andthis isthesystem of folly, spite,andinjustice,as we are told by theirfriends, the present Government of New Zealandis prepaid
to recommend to the Legislaturenext session. We are sorryto say we think it is very probable that it willbe so. ThepresentGovernment has given evidence of so little statesman-
ship, of such narrow partizanship, that we shall not be sur-prised at any folly andblunder it mayperpetrate.

THE OTAGO POLICE FORCE.
The high-handed manner in which the Abolition movement
was carried out seems about to be extended. The OtagoPolice Force is now about to vanish from thescene, andundercircumstances that will entail peculiar hardships on a mostdeserving body ofmen. Amalgamation is the orderof the
day, and the Armed Constabulary and the other Police are tobecome one; butas yet there are no symptoms manifest of
steps being inaugurated for preventing the members of theForce inOtago from losing seriouslybj the change. The
only alternative proposed to the men *by which they mayavoid reduction froma senior to a junior force is that they
may,should theyso desire it, retirebythe 13th of Junsnext,
which day has been chosen for swearingthem in. But,asbydoing so, they would lose their title to compensation, to
expectthat they should regard such a permission as anythingmore than a vain pretence and mockery is ridiculous in the
extreme.

It is to behoped that the matter mayreceive some furtherconsideration,so that it maybe made clear to theparties con-cerned, that their interests will not suffer under the alteredregulations. Justice strictly requires that such should bedone; for Governments have no more right than individualsrecklessly to violateagreements, and theycannot doso with-out suffering consequences that will affect the well-beingofthe community in general. The Police Force, upon whoseefficiency so muchdepends,especiallyisnot to betrifled with,
nor subjected to a just grievance without expectationof the
worstresults, for it is unreasonable to supposethat thoroughlygood work may be hoped for from menwho find themselvesunexpectedly placedina worseposition,bothas regardspros-
pects of promotion and compensation, than that which theyhave hitherto occupied;and in which, far fromhaving doneanything to forfeit consideration, they have given the bestproofs of their merit. We trust, therefore, that no wrong-headedness on the part of the Government, nor blunderingof Colonel Mottle's inexperience,will effect the di-persionordemoralization of a body which is rather deserving of ad-
vancement thanhindrance, and amongst whom it is'most in-expedient that rational discontent should be voluntarily in-troduced.

naturalconsequence of the kingship of Victor Emanuel, andthepar-excellenceheroismof Garibaldi. We congratulate the'Even-ing Star'on the tid-bits it has so lovingly culled out. We hadheardbefore of itspredilectionfor maggotymeat. No wonderourcontemporaryshould"waxfatandkick." The bareability tohintat theobscene haslong beenasmarrow to its bones.
We have received fromprivate sources mostpainful accountsof the famine inSouthernIndia. One correspondentwriting fromMadras describesthe ceremonies of the Empressproclamationasbeingheldin themidstoffamine andpeotilence,andseemincmoresuitable to theburial of the old empire than to thebirth*of thenew. Another tells us of celebration of the same eventhaving

been made at Salem by the feeding of 70,000 people, whoat thesight andsmellof the foodbecame wild,and"acted likehounds."Choleraandsmall-poxare raging,and theunfortunatenatives aresobewilderedby theirmisery that they havegrownquite lawless,and the Courtsof Justiceareprovided withdouble work.The Secretaryof the DunedinBranch H.A.C.8.5., informsusthatat the lastordinary meetingof theBranch, the delegates whoattended the late district meeting, gave a lengthy account of theproceedings transacted thereat, and the part they took in for-warding the interests of the Branch. Afterwards the delegateswerehonored witha unanimousvoteofthanks andconfidence Atthe quarterlymeeting held on the sth instant, there wasalarcreattendance of members. One candidate was initiated, and onejoinedby clearance. The election of Secretary, viceBro.Cantwellresigned, took place, and resulted in the return of Bro. JohnGallagher. Itwasresolvedthatthe anniversaryofIreland'sPatronSaintbe celebratedby the members going inabody, inregalia, to-Holy Communion on Sunday, 18th instant. Cashreceived,
Oje3s'Oje3s'

We learn withregret of an accident,attendedbyserious con-sequences, and which occurred on Sunday evening last, toason of
lMr.Gawn of the Oriental Hotel, Dunedin. The lad wasplaying
inthe neighborhoodof theDowling-streetsteps,and by some mis*-chance fell over thebank, andreceived severe injuries, havin<* hisheadcut andseveral ofhis ribsbroken.

°
The corvette Sapphire, belonging to Her Majesty's navy,

arrivedatPortChalmersonTuesday afternoonlast,returningfroma cruise amongst the Chatham,Campbell,and AucklandIslands.At about twenty minutes past two o'clock on Wednesday
morning last,a fire, supposed to have been extinguished on the
morning of the day preceding, again broke out at the WaverlyBoarding-house inMoray-place,and was attended with the mostdisastrous results. The building being old and constructed ofwood, the flameß spreadrapidly, sothat those of the inmates whowereapprisedof their danger were barely afforded time to escape,which,however,they werefortunateenoughtoaccomplish;althou"hcertain of them sustained injury by being obliged to leap fromthewindows of theupper storey. Itwasat first hopedthatnolife hadbeen lost,but later on the remains of a male boarder weredis-coveredamongst the ruins,he having perishedprobably withouthaving made even an effort to extricate himself fromhis peril.
The building wasinsuredfor JE2OO, but theproprietor,whosenameis M'Clusky,has sufferedaheavy loss.

Thb drawing in connection with the ArtUnion, undertakentoaid in clearing off the debt upon the CatholicChurch, Christchurch,will be held in thatcity on the 9th April. A Urge number of useful'and valuable prizes have been provided,and we trust that the resultwill go far towards accomplishing theobject inview.Itis needless to remind our readers that the feastof the greatpatron Saint of the Irish nation will occur to-morrow. While theworld is distractedby conflicting doctrines, and manymencut adriftfromall faitharestruggling to calm the disturbanceof their minds instrange and far-fetchedsystemsof belief,it is consolingto think thatthe people instructed by St. Patrick have continued firm in theiradherence to his teaching, and that yearly the festival of this holyApostle of the West beholds the fruits of his labors spreadmomwidely,borneby his spiritualchildren into the recesses of new C3un-tries, and there made evident in the erection of churohes and the
openingofschools. All true sons of Erin will,however, endeavor tohonor their patron,by affording an example on his festival of thesalutary envois of the creed taught by him,and to this end will spendthe day religiously and well. The members of theH.A.C.B. Societybelonging to Dunedin,have signified their intention of actin* thusbyappointing the Sunday morning following for their reception°of theMost Holy Communion, and it ia to be hoped that they will havemany imitatorsor companionsin theirpraise-worthy deed.Thb Caledonian Society's athletic games will be held in thegrounds of the Society onEaster Monday. These sports arenow awell estabhehed featurein the amusements of the year,and we havono doubt that the gala day approaching willminister to the pleasureof ninny. The wrestlers' contest, in particular, is expected tobounusually spirited andinteresting.
i
Me J"Makkham.*° well-knowninconnection with the firm ofMarkhtim & Doley,has now opened the Queen's Hotel, Thames-street,Oamaru.andis preparedto carryon thebusinessof that estab-lishment with his accustomed ability and liberali'y.
The usual weekly meeting of the Dunedin Catholic Touno-Mens Society took placein Sfc. Joseph's Schoolroom,onWednes-day evening last. There was alargeattendanceof members pre-sent. The Eev.FatherCrowly, Vice-President,occupiedthe chairThe event of the evening was a lecture on the early history ofNew SouthWales, by Mr.P.Daniel, who handledhis subjectina,very ablemanner,and which called forthseveralheartyrounds ofapplause. The evening was wound upby readings andrecitationsinwhich Messrs.Griffin, Cunningham "Dunne,Harris, andDeehantookpart.
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