
Announcements have appeared in severalnewspapers to th&effect that Government intends to introduce an EducationBill during the next session of Parliament. Thepapersal-luded to have said, further, that the newBillwill be framed
on theprinciple of the law at presentin force on thissubjectinVictoria. Thenewspaperswhichhavemadetheseannounce-
ments are, we believe, friendly to the G-overnment, and infavorof what iscomicallycalled secular education. We are-disposed to concludethat thereis some truthin thesereports,and that the blunder of the Victorian Government willb&repeatedhere.

We havenot, wenever had, any confidence in either theaMlityor theprinciplesof the presentGovernment, notwith-standing we entertain a real respect,personally, for some ofits members. But, when speaking of the Government, wetake it as awhole,and estimateitaccording to its corporate
acts andprinciples, not from the individual worthofits com-ponentparts. Thegreat point,however, is:will the Parlia-
ment follow the lead of the Government in the matter of
Education?

This is likely, for there does not seem to be much inde-
pendent thought or extensive information amongst a largeproportionof its members. Nor have they manifested the
manlycourage tfiat bravely faces difficulties with anhonestdetermination to overcome them. Copyiug what has beendone by others is mucheasier thaninitiating apolicyof one's
own. The lawof Victoria is ready to band;and the reports
of the debates, whilst this law was passing through the Vic-torianLegislature, willsupply arguments to ion.members atonce,and without labor. In fact, it is acase of legislation
madeeasy.

But we have often been struck with amazement at the
servile spirit ofimitation of Victoria,whichanimates somanyof our publicmen here. There is reallynoreason for it. Thelegislationof Victoria has been neither wise nor successful.Her landlaws, for example, which wereintended to settlethe
people on the land,andprevent theaccumulationof vast tracts
in thehands of individuals^have only succeeded in effecting
whatit wasintended to prevent. Her policyof protectionhas succeededin injuring the revenue,stoppingimmigration,
drivinglargenumbers of her people intoNew South Wales,
and reducing wages. And her unjust and tyrannicallaw onthe subject of education has alienated at least afourth ofherpopulation,whomhighhanded injustice is drivinginto astateof'chronic discontent, which can only end increating acon-
tempt of law andof Parliament.

The only wayin which we can account for.the worship^paidby our public men to the exampleof Victoria, is thesupposition that wealth, no matter how acquired, is theonethingdeservingofhighesthonor. Indefiance of veryunwiselegislation, Victoria,owing to exceptionalcircumstances,hergolddeposits, and energeticpopulationattractedto her shoresby these deposits,ha3been,andis wealthy. She is honoured,
Itherefore, as if any merit weredue to her for the abounding
sourcesof wealth deposited within her boundaries by Provi.dence: Our politicians seem to think that itis alegitimate
conclusion to say that because Victoria is wealthy, she is wise
andjust. It isan argument which thoughgenerally accepted
inpractice isbaseless.

Butif our Government and Legislature must needs go-
in search of a scheme of national education, whynot go to
England at once? England is older, more experienced,larger than Victoria, and though bigoted, certainlynot more-
so than Victoria. Then itmust beborneinmind the system.of education prevailingin England is the result of long
earnest, and dispassionate deliberation; whereas that Of
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.

T)ORT WINE, 1834 Vintage,42yearsold; per dozen, 110s.

PORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Perdozen,755.
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St.Joseph'sSchool Committee,
QUEENSTOWN.
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AN APPEAL.

FOR the last six years the
"

Daughtersof St. Dominick"havebeen strugglingtopromote,inDunedin, that goodwhichitisthe end of their Order toeffect throughout the world,
—

namely,theEducationofFemale Youth, in thepath of scienceand virtue.The questionof the advancementof truecivilization,ofgenuineprogress in the only real sense of the word— of the happiness ofsociety,as of individuals,of the temporal and eternal interestsofthe rising generation,is eminentlyinvolvedinthe developmentand
training of the youngmind.

While thesubverters oforderandauthorityinItaly,Germany,andothercountries,spareneither wealthnor energyintheireffortstomisleadthe youngand innocent, Bhall we be dismayed byourpoverty? Shall we make nosacrifices to save them ? Shall wenot rather calluntous thelittle onesof Christ,— shelter themfromthebaneful influence of corruptprinciplesandbadexample teachteachthemthat life hasnot been bestowedon them tobe squan-
deredin self-indulgence, vanity, or the gratificationof theirpas-
sions?

—
but that, on the contrary,it is tobe devotedto theself-

denying taskofacquiring thatsolid, useful,andreligidusknowledge,
without which they can neverbegoodmembers of society here,°or
attain theirnoble destinyhereafter. To impart that all-important
knowledge, the Dominican Nuns have devoted their existence*Hitherto their efforts inNew Zealand havebeenmuchimpeded by
the numerous difficulties in which theyhave been placed. Thewant of suitable conventual and scholastic buildings has been a
sore trial, and numberless have been the inconveniences arisingtherefrom. Plansfor a Convent,suitedto the requirementsof the
Dominican Rule, andaffording facilities to the Sisters for conduct-
ing their Schools, according tothe styleof theirEuropeanHouses,
havebeendrawnout;

—
themeansalonearewanting for the accom-

plishment of the design. The Nuns, therefore, earnestly solicit
donations towards a work whichwill involvean outlayof at leastfourteenor fifteen thousandpounds.

The smallest contribution willentitle thedonor to aplaceonthelist of Benefactors, for whomprayersaredaily offered.
DOMINICAN CONVENT, DUNEDIN

Feast of the Presentation op Our Ladt.

TO SOLICITORS.

WANTED by a respectably connected and highly educatedyounggentleman a situation as ARTICLED CLERKorLAW CLERKin a Solicitor's Office, in townor country. A fairpremium given if bebe taken as anArtioledClerk,which-wouldbepreferred. Address A. 8.,New ZealandTabletOffice, Dunedin.

WANTED KNOWN— J. A. MACEDO'S New Catalogue ofBooksonPage8. Allarerequestedtoread it.

CATHOLIC ART UNION.

THE DRAWING FOR THE PRIZES IS POSTPONED1
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MONDAY, APRIL 9.

All Books, with the duplicate numbers and the money for thetickets sold, must be returned on or before Tuesday, April the 3rd,in order that prizes maybe obtained in proportion to thenumberoftickets Bold.


