
truth to naturereplaced the Creek style which had prevailedfor
some twohundredyears,and whichwasnoted for its stiffness;but j
tothe everlastingshame of the town, thechief productionsof his ;
pencil werepermitted to suffer irreparable injury, and amongst
themthat which existed as a fresco on the chapelwall*cf tbo '

headof the Ponte Vecchio, or old bridge; its removalthen being
due,not to intention, buttoa flood of the riverArno, whichover-
threw the sculptured deity. During the irruptions of the bar-
barians into Italy,Florence was destioyedby Totila; andinmore
moderntimes tb.3mediaeval factionsoftheGruelphsaud. Ghibellines,

fLOEENCE, thechief townof Tuscany, andsome time
capitalof theKingdomof Italy,lies in the valleyof the
Arnoj andupon that river. Itis a beautifulcity,re-
markable for architectural triumphs as wellas for the
wealthof its galleries of art.

Of the immortal artists of Italy,some of the prin-
cipalwereFlorentines. Giottolabouredhereinthe end
of the thirteenth andbeginning of the fourteenthcen-
tury,andhere were produced by him works inwhich

FLORENCE.
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Podesia'spalace, famous by including aportraitof thepoetof the"DivineComedy," and which was coated over withwhitewashto
suit the altered circumstances of the building where it hadbeen
placed,whenthis was transformedintoaprison. Florencelikewise
boasts itself tohavebeen thebirthplaceofMichaelAngelo,a« prior
to his time ithadbeenofDante,author of the "mysticunfathom-
able song"—" —

"
Who fromthe human reached to thingsdirine,

And,still in time, attainedeternity."
laancient days the city had been placedunder theprotection

of Mars,the godofwar,and it was not until tb.3 year1333 of the
Christian era thathis statue was removedfrom itsposition at the
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