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THE TOOTH OF A HIPPOPOTAMUS.

++—
The baby hippopotaus"Baba" has become the chief petof the
Aquarium,much to the disgust of the trainedsealand thelearned
otter. Babais docile,andwhennot followinghis keeperlies quiet
inasunny spotnearoneof the windows on theThirty-fifthStreet
sidewhere withlazycontent'hesubmitstohavinghisears scratched
by thechildren. Babahashis troubles,however,and for thepast
day ortwohad evidentlybeen suffering from somederangement.
jf^Doc,"his keeper, finally decided that itwas toothache. Anex-
aminationshowed, in fact, that oneof his milk teeth wasbadly
decayed. "Doc

"
saiditmust come out, and speedily improvised

forcepsout of apairof gasnippers. Baba obediently openedhis
mouth, and"Doc" laidholdof the tooth. Thenthe forcepsslip-
pedand the keeper sat downwith a bump amid thesuppressed
laughter andironicalapplauseof the spectators,while Babalooked
lazily out ofhishalf-closedeyes,as if tosay,"What is all this fuss
about?" When with, grim determination "Doc" approached
again, Baba uttered a rather dissatisfied grunt,but opened his
mouth. This time the tongsheld, and astrongpull proved too
much forBaba'sequanimity. He got to his legswith a600pound
jump. "Doc" held onwithall his might; there wasamoment
ofbreathless suspense, and then the keeper againsuddenly took a
sittingposture,waving, however,witha triumphant air, the huge
forceps, in the jaws of which glistened the white molar. Baba
steppedoffa few stepsandstoodfor amoment gazing athis keeper.
He shook his headas if to see that everything was all right, and
thencameand rubbedhis headagainßt his friend, as if toexpress
his thanks. Arinse of the mouth witha sponge and Baba was
himsslfagain, and trottedcontentedly after his keeper, thepair
being followedbyacrowdofadmirers.

—
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THE PRISON OF SAN MARINO.
At the last dinner given by Mbrehal MacMahon, says 'L'Europe
Diplomatique/ theDue deBruc, the Charge d'Affairesof SanMarino,
the littleCatholic Republic whichhas breasted the storms of a thou-
sand years,after explaining to the Marshal the institutions andman-
nersof thelittlestate told thefollowinganecdote:A tourist lastyear
having climbedup toSanMarino andvisitedthecathedral, thelibrary,
themuseum, and the admirablemodelhospitalfoundedin1865, felt a
desire to see the prisontoo. Following the indications given him, he
sooncame to an ancient-looking edifice,withone of those forbidding
and trebly-locked gates which canbelong only to a prison. He rang
long and loud,butnoanswer camesave the echoes repercutedfrom
thehollow, emptycells. He wasturning togo, when a man, who had
evidently been engaged in agricultural pursuits, came running across
the field towardshim, andaskedhim politely if be wished to visit the
prison "Ido," replied the tourist; "are youthe jailer?" "No,
signor

"
was the answer;"

the jailer died six months ago and nosuc-
cessorhas yet been appointed;butIcan showyou the prisoninall
its details." So saying,he overturneda largestone and picked upa
huge keywhichhadbeenhidunderit. "Well,but,"insisted thetourist,
"how about the prisoners?" "lam the prisoners," was the reply,
and the tourist, struck by the singularity of theplural,followedhisguide, who turned out indeed tobe the only prisonerof the republic.
Heexplained his truancyby explaining that he found his cell very
dull insuch fine weather, and relieved his feelings of ennuiby culti-
vating the prison lands and gardens, whichwould otherwise run toseed. Thenagain he wasnecessarily obliged to go into the townforhis victuals,and that was why the authoritieslefthim thekey of theprison. His conscience evidently reproached him with not being aconsistent prisoner,but thetourist'sapprovalof his conduct must have
comfortedhim.

We observe that Mr.IsaacB.Sheath, of Christchurch, in addi-
tion to bis extensiveand valuable stock of Ironmongery,has onhand
a quantity of guns of the most approved make, and at moderate
prices. Particularsin our advertising columns.

Dr.Schwaetzbach, the eminent occulist, having concluded a
most satisfactory sojourn inDunedin, wherehis services were availed
of by numbers of patients,whoprofitted much by his skill,has pro-
ceededona tour in the North, where, wehave nodoubt,his visits tothe various towns willbe attendedby a like success.

Histoeical! Vide"JurorsReports and Awards, New ZealandExhibition." Jurors:J. A. Ewen, J. Butterworth, T. C. Skinner."'So far as theColony is concerned, the dyeing of neaterials is almost
entirely confined to the re-dyeing ofArticles of Dress andUpholstery,
almost usefulart, for there are many kindsofmaterial that lose their
colour before the texture is half worn. G. Hibsch, of Dunedin(Dcwedin Dye Works, Georgestreet,oppositeRoyalGeorgeHotel)gsWbita a case of specimensof DyedWools,Silks,and Feathers, and
dyed Sheepskinß. The colors on the whole are very fair, and reflectconsiderablecrediton theExhibitor,to whom the Jurors recommended
anHonorary Certificate should be awarded." Honorary Certificate,
629 : Gustav Hirsch Dunedin, for specimens of Dyeing in SilkFeathers, &c.

O T I C E.
GEORGE STREET RESTAURANT.

ST. LAWRENCE WEBB, ... Pbopeietob.

The proprietorwishes to inform the public that the aboveRes-tauiant will be foundsecond tononeinDunedin.
MEALS ALWAYS BEADY.

BOARD & LODGING' witheveryattendance. ChargesModerate.

R T |J N I O N
TO CLEAR OFF THE DEBT ON THJS

CATHOLIC CHURCH CHRISTCHUECH,
-

TO BE DRAWN FOR

ON THE ART UNION PRINCIPLE.
ON

THE 9th APRIL, 1877.
PRIZES CONSISTING OF

—
£.

OneNew Double-seatedBuggy, withpatentleather hood ... 100
OneHarmonium ... ... ... ... ... 18
Onenewset ofPlatedBuggy Harness ... ... ... 15
OneCowinfullmilk ... ... ... ... 15
One Horse ... ... ... ... ... 35
Quarter-acreLand(atownsection)
OneLady'snewGold Watch ... ... ... ... 15
One Gentleman's New Silver Watch ... ... ... 10
One Eight-Day Timepiece

And variousotherPrizes, consistingof Works of Art, Jewelry, &c,
&c,ranging in value from.£1 upwards.

The winning numbers to be published in tlie Christchurch daily
j papers and the New Zealand Tablet.
i

I TICKET S— T EN SHILLINGS EACH.'
Tickets canbeobtained from any Member of the CatholicChurch! Committe, or the Clergy. Christchurch.

THE TAIERI ANNUAL RAO££MEE TING.
To BE HELD AT MoSGIEL OK

I SATURDAY, 17th MARCH, 1877.
PEOGBAMITE:

Handicap Hurdle Race, 30 soys. Over eight flights of hurdles,
3ft 6in high. Nomination,1soy; acceptance,1soy. Twomiles anda distance.

Maiden Plate, 25 soys. For all horses that have never wonan
advertisedrace exceeding 20 soys. Weight for age, 1£ mile.Entrance,30s.

TaieeiHandicap,40 soys. Nomination, 2 soys;acceptance,1soy.
1£ mile.

DistrictFarmers'Purse. AHandicap of £30, with aSweepstakeof £2 each;the amount accruing from the Sweepstaketo go
| to the 2ndhorse. Nomination, £2 ;acceptance, £1. For
I all horses the property of residents within the Electoral
■ District of Taieri, and being their lona fide property twoj months previousto the day of running., SillingRace, 30 soys. Weight for age. Horses entered tobe soldI for 50 sove, tocarry lOlbs over weight for age; for 40 soys,weight for age;for 30 soys, allowed 141bs; for 20 sovs|

allowed 281bs;for 10 soys,allowed 421bs. Entrance,2 boys.'
j limile. The winner tobe sold by auction,and any surplus[ to go to the fund?.
1 Handicap IbottingRace, 20 soys. Op.tionai 6addle or harness.J Entrance, 2soys. Distance, 3miles. N° weight under lOst*.> Pony Race, 10 soys. For all ponies 14 hands or under. Catch
i weights. Entrance,1soy.

j St. Patbick'sHandicap,60 soys, with a sweepstake of 2 soys; the
amount accruing from the sweep to go to the 2nd horse.The winnerof the Taieri Handicap incurs a penalty of 51b.j Nominations,2 soys;acceptance, 2soya. Distance, 2 miles.!SellingHackRace,15 soys. Open to allhorses. Catch weights.

i Post entry, 1 soy. Imile. Winner to be sold by auction
for £15 ;any surplus to go to the funds.Consolation Handicap,20 soys. For allbeaten horses during themeeting. Entrance,1soy.

I RULES AND REGULATIONS.
! The decision of the Stewards tobe final.

Nominations for all handicaps to bemade to the Secretary at theMornington Hotel,Mornington, on or before the 27th February at8 ?,"m; heights t0 be declared onWednesday, the 7thMarch,andpublished in the daily papers on the Bth ofMarch. Acceptances,
with Sweepstakes,on thenight of general entryGeneralentries to be made at theMorningtonHotel,Mornington,on the 13thMarch, before 8p.m.

°
entries andacceptances must be in sealedcovers,addressed tothe Secretary, and contain entrance money, age and description ofhorse,and colors tobe wornbj the rider. Apenalty of £2 for ridina

ia wrongcolors.
th^A VieißTV

i
eißT ?C?te^ahorf Unless he be a of not lessthan £1 Is. to the funds, and no person to nominate unless bothowner andnominator be subscribers to the sameamount"*w£ PPr° test *iUbeReived unless thesum of 2 soys is deposited

Svolouso/vexSus"
* absolutely forfeited * samebe considered

Five per cent, will be deducted from the gross amount of aUmoneyspaid,m accordancewiththeprogramme,lor expenses,
a ljc new rules of the Dunedin Jockey Club will be strictly

D. J. J. DOYLE,Hon. See


