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Thd announcement ina late numberof the Tablet ofyour inten-
tion to make certain improvements ought tobehighly gratifying
toall your supporters,and to the Catholic portionof thempar-
ticularly. The Tablet is eminently a representative journal,
thoughnot a sectarian one in the narrow and offensive senseof
thatword. By a sort of common consent you areheld tobe*'the
orawi" of the Roman Catholic community of this colony, and
asstiredly they have much reason to feel proudthat theyhaveso
respectable,andso able a representative in theparliamentof the
New Zealandpress. Wehave not asyet aparty,aCatholicparty
so called, in the House of Representativesas our co-religionists
have in the ImperialParliament,tospeakCatholic sentiments, and
uphold legitimate Catholic interests. Present circumstances
prevent that. The want of such a party is supplied to agreat
extentby the existence of the Tablet. A tyrant majority may,
andcan silence the voiceof the Churchinsuch anassembly as the
House ofRepresentatives,or treatitsutterances with indifference, '
contempt,or derision. j

But in the larger and more powerful parliamentof the press ,
the case is different. There the Catholic Church will raise her ;
voice and vindicate her immense moral power and legitimatei
politicalinfluence inspiteofallopposition. Thatmoral power and,
politicalinfluence are exerted, not in the interests of Catholics

'"
alone,but of mankind in general

—
without distinction of creed,

nationality,or colour. \Letjusticeprevailis your motto
—

anditis themotto of every j
Catholicwhois truetotheChurch. Itistheunjustandfalse-hearted
Catholic alone who would sacrifice, or seek to sacrifice, for the
benefitof anyparty what belongs of right toallmen. Every class

'
of thecommunity, therefore, menof all creeds andpartieshavean I
interest in permitting the Catholic Church, and her organ, the !Tablet,inthis Colony to have a fair field andanimpartialhear- <
ing. To judge from this announcement of contemplated improve-1
ments theyarenow doing so. Improvementssuch asyoupropose j
imply additionaloutlay of money,and therefore a full treasuryand ,
anextendedcirculation. ThisItake to be equally honorable to ,
yourself andall your supporters,to yournon-Catholicsupportersin
particular, for withoutaliberalshare of their patronagenonews-!
papersuch as yourscouldprosperas yoursis nowdoing. '

Wo ccc hereaproof that after all the Protestantcommunity,
take them inthe pross,arenot anilliberalbody,but verymuchthe

'

reverse. Though the Tabletbenot anaggressivepaper,anddonot
goout of its way wantonly to attack the religious principles of
men of other creeds, yet its Protestant readers must see many '
things init which,however true, they would ratherhave hid,and
not exposed topublic notice andcomment. The history of the so-
called Reformation itself, the foul, unjust, and cruel means by

'
whichthe Protestant religion in England, Scotland, andIreland '
aboveall was "established," one would think couldneverberead
inwholeor inpart by any honest Protestant withoutbringing a "
blush of shame to his cheek. Such things the Tablet does not
conceal. If itdidnothing else, but bring fairly before the public

'
mind the salient facts of ecclesiastical history, Catholic andPro-
testantboth, it woulddoan immense service to the causeof truth.|
andpolitical history.

The history of the Papacy,or in other words, of the Catholic,
Church is,asLord Macaulay represents, the most importantand
themost interestingof allhistories. Itincludes all civilhistory;
forwhatgreat politicalevent canbe namedinwhich the Popehas |
not hada hand

—
directly or indirectly eitherin attemptingto bring

itaboutor toarrest it. But thepress ofProtestantEngland, and
Bchools and colleges of Protestant England have made it their
specialbusiness to garble and misrepresent Papalhistory. The

'
sameremark applies to this Colony. Protestants, andespecially ,
clerical Protestants have good cause to garble and falsify Papal
history,because to tell the story of the Papacy fully and truth-
fully woulddamn their cause,andleavethem not a legto standon.
They paradethe vices of the few badPopes,or the politicalblun-
ders of othersamong them, and then fancy theyhave settled the,
Papacy for ever

—
as an accursed thing

—
the enemy of all good. It

'
isthus thatProtestantpreachersand historians mislead andhood-
wink their willingdupes. Protestantnewspapersdothe samewhen
they touchon these things. Yet there are honorableexceptions
Protestanthistorians likeDeanMillman,ProfessorsRanke,Froude,
Macaulay, Guizot, andothers havedonepartial justice to the Pope
and Catholic clergy, by showing the salutary influence and merits
of many of them in the field of literature and science, and in the
causeof politicalprogress andpublic justice.

Though the Tablet be ever ready to treat the conscientious
modest opponents of the Church with delicacy and courtesy,
it doesnot speak mealy mouthed,or in mincing words of such

brazen-faced, impudent, and unscrupulous enemies as some that
could benamed in Dunedin and elsewhere. In spite of its out-
spokenway against suchmen,it still gains favor with the general
Protestant public it appears. They are often mistakenintheir
judgment onCatholicsubjects; but their feelings ever lean to the
side of justiceand honor. Hence, Ipresume, the growing popu-
larityof the Tabletamongall classes, as evidencedby its increas-
ing circulation. Still its stability and future prosperity must
mainly dependonthe support of the Catholic public,andit isto be
hopedthey willmake it a point of duty tostandby you,andgive
younot only moral but materialsupport.

As ameremoney investment the Tablet deserves support in
my opinion,andIonly regretIam not atpresent inaposition to
invest as a shareholder in it. But apart altogether from any
pecuniary advantage, Burely every Catholic who uosseeses any-
thing like religious zeal or public spirit would stretch apoint to
support awell conducted Catholic journal laboring todefendour
pnaciples andcur iatereets. Catholics are tooapt torailagainst

the enemies of their cause, and complain of unjust treatmentby
them: Butare they always just to themselves? Ithinknot. Ithink they often betray their own cause byapathy or something
worse, by the most narrow-minded selfishness. Let us cease to
complain of our Protestant neighbors, many of whom are moreCatholicthan the Catholics themselves, and are, as we see in thecaseof the Tablet,ready to lend a generous helpinghand toany
usefulpublicundertaking in which Catholics may embark for the
commongood. The failureor success of the Catholic cause gene-
rallyis under God inour ownhands,andif webe faithful andtrue
toit, our enemies candobut littleagainst it. We areblessedwith
a faithful and devotedclergy to lead us under themost faithful
anddevoted Chief Bishop who ever sat in St. Peter's chair since
St. Petersat therehimself. Let us only be followersof them as
they are followers of Christ, and we may defy thepower of our
mostpowerfulenemies. Without that all our efforts to advance
our causewillbebut labor in vain. As to the endless calumnies
against us, let us live them down,and showby our acts evenmorethanby our wordshow groundless theyare.

Never was the Catholic Church in a more commandingposi-
tioninanyformer periodof her history than she is atthis moment
inspiteof the spoliationsandsufferings to whichshe hasbeensub-
jectedinvarious countries. Even her politicalinfluence is great,
notwithstanding thather enemies have beenpermittedbyDivineProvidence, for Hisownwise purposes, tostrip theHolyFatherfor
a time of allhis temporalpossessions. Providence hasapolicy no
less than Victor Emmanuel and his unprincipled partners
in spoliation. Time will reveal whether Victor Emmanuel
and they or Providence be the stronger party. The
Pope has committed his cause to God, and patiently
waits His pleasure. Great events are evidently at hand. The
Christian nations have suffered much for their disobedience to
Papal authority and counsel. They are likely to suffer more era
long. When the Pope's authority is set at nought anddespised,
what other constituted authority can be considered safe. The
Catholic Church is the only ark of refuge andsafety for sovereigns
andpeople whenanarchy and war widelyprevail. The signsof the
times are greatly misunderstood by many if wide spread and
devastating wars donot sooncome, and gentlepeace takeher leave
ofEurope for many along day. Warsmiscalled religious are of all
other wars themost impious j yet we are about to seeareligious
war forced onEuropebytwo powers themosthostile to the Catholic
Church— Turkey andRussia. When thieves and tyrantsquarrel,
honestmenare likely to get their own. Providence may see the
Church righted in the struggle.

Since writing the above Ihave seen your remarks on Dr.
Stuart's late charge against the Roman Catholic Church of being"Deadly opposed to Philosophy"—

to Scotch or Presbyterian
philosophy the worthyDr.probablymeans. Ifmeantto philosophy
in general, ho either made a melancholy exhibition of his own
ignorance, or formed avery mean opinion of the historical know-
ledgeof his hearers. Youhave pointed out his mistake; butI
willbe boundto sayheis preparedto repeatthe assertion, errone-
ous though itbe, on the verynext occasion he mayhave toallude
tosuch asubject. But what harm can this-do us? IfPresby-
terians will be deceived on such matters, theymust be deceived.
The pleasureof being deceived, it has been said, is as great as
that of deceiving. Did Dr. Stuart ever read Lord Macaulay'a
address to the students of the Glasgow College on the occasion of
his being electedits " Rector." His Lordship thenpronouncedan
eloquent eulogiutu on Pope Nicholas IV. as a most zealous and
munificent patronof letters;andit was to the zealof this Pope in
the cause of

"philosophy" that Scotchmen were indebted for the
GlasgowUniversity if Imistake not. Dr. Stuarthas laidhimself
open to the chargeeither of gross and inexcusable ignorance,or of
theblackest ingratitude in attempting to fasten on the Catholic
Church the accusation of "Deadly opposition to Philosophy

"
in

any age or country. He owes reparationfor the calumny thus
uttered,and if hebe justhe will try to make amends for the wrong
hehas done, or else try to make goodhis accusation ifhe value his
reputationas a scholar andamanof truth. Laic.

"MARK TWAIN" ON THE TURKS.

[fkom the new"pilgrimsritouKEss."]
AtDamascus we saw the mausoleum of tlie5,000 Christians who
weremassacred there in1861by the Turks. They say those nar-
row streetsranwith blood for several days,and thit men, women,
and childrenwere butchered indiscriminately, and left to rotby
hundreds, all through the Christian quarters! they say,further,
that the stench was dreadful. All the Christians who could get
away fledfrom the city,and theMahomedauswouldnot defile their
hands byburying the

"infideldogs." Thethirst for blool extended
to the highlands of Hermon and Anti-Lebanon,andina short time

■twenty-five thousand more Christians were massacred, andtheir
possessions laid waste. How they hat-e a Christian inDamxscu3,
andpretty much all over Turkjydom as well, and how they will
payfor it when Russia turns her forces upon them agaiu. Itis

1 soothing to theheart to abuseEngland andFrance for interposing'tosave the Ottoman Empire from the destructionit has sorichly'
deservedfor a thousand yeai's. Ithurts my vanity to see these
|pagans refuse to eatof the food thathasbeen cooked for us,or to
drink from a goatskin which we havepollutedwith our Christian.

1lips,except by filtering the water through a rag which they put
.over the mouth of it, or through a sponge! Ineverdislikeda
jChinaman asIdo these degraded Turks and Arabs, and when
jEussiais ready to go to war withthem again,IhopeEngland and
France will not find it good breeding, or good judgment, to,
Iinterfere.
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