
THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO.
(FromThe Knights of St. John,by E.H.T.)

The sixteenth century wasdrawing- to its cl^se,
—

a centurymarked
by the ravages of religious revolution, anddestined tobe for ever
honored or deplored according as men may think of it as the
ageof reformationor of decay Atnong the many social changes
whicJyaroseout of the neworder of things, we can scarcely fail to
notice the growth of that exclusive nationality which has lasted
until ourown time. The great tie of religious unity wasbroken
whichhad given thenations of Europea common interest even in
themidst of the continual warfai*e in which they were engaged,
and which had inspired them with so many generous enterprises in
defenceof the faith. But whenthat bondof brotherhood was losf,
there wasno longer a common cause to fight for:aprofound sel-
fishness may thenceforwardbe discovered in the whole history of
Europp, and the chance alliances of one power withanother hadno
nobler basis than thepolitical interests of thehour.

This change began to be felt immediately after the separation
of thenorthern nations from the unity of the Church, andthe cir-
cumstance was not unobserved by the great infidelpower of tho
East. The enormousprogressof thatpower wasalmost coeval witli
theperiodof the Reformation;and thedistractions anddivisions
among ihe Christians thatfollowed thatevent were so manygains
to thelurks, whopushedtheir victorious armsfurther and further,
till thedreidedCrescent,

—
which the long struggle of the crusades j

andof theheroic of Christendom had keptatbay,
—

wasdisplayed
under the very walls of Marseilles and the port of Rome by the
corsair-fleetswhich roved at largo over the waters of the Mediter-
ranean,andscarcely foundanenemy toopposethemintheir course.
The republic of Venice, indeed, was still master of many of the
islandfortresses of the Levant and the Archipelago; but as the
power of that state was now gradually declining, the eyesof her
fog werefastenedwitha bolderambition upon the dominions which
she seemed helplessto defend. The rich aud beautiful island of j
Cyprus in particular excited the cupidity of Selim 11./- who hadi
succeeded hisfather,Solyman theMagnificent,in theempireof the
East;and thereport of a suddendisaster whichbefell the lepublie
"in the explosionand destruction of her arsenal, encouragedhim to
seizethe occasionofbreaking, in the fac6of solemntreaties, apeace
whichhadremainedundisturbedbetween the two states for nearly
thirty years.

"When the hostile intentions of the Turkish sultan became
known, therepublicwas littlepreparedtorecommencethe desperate
struggle. Herutmost efforts were spent in the equipment of a
fleet which, when assembled, was found wholly inadequateto meet
the enemy;andin her distress, crippledas she was by the loss of
her vastmagazines, anddrained of all resources,she implored the
assistance of theEoman Pontiff, and, through him, of the other
powers of Christendom. PiusV. thenfilled the chair of St. Peter;
andhis sagacious eye had long foreseen the danger ;nor had he
sparedany efforts toprovidethenecessarydefences. But the times
wereagainst him. A famine wasravaging the fair fields of Italy;
the governmentof France was toobusy with theHuguenots tohave
time or strength tobestow on aquarrelwith the Turks; and as to
England— to use the expressionof awriter of the time — its ruler j
was Elizabeth, "a greater enemy to Koine than, the Turks
themselves." Nevertheless, iv spite of all discouragements, the
zeal of the Roman Pontiff was manifested by an extraordinary
activity. Every court of Europe was visited by his ambassadors,
who vainly tried to rouse the spirit of theChristian princes again.t
a foe whose conquests were as rapid as they were blood-stlined.
One after another they excused themselves on the pleaof domestic
troubles and exhausted treasuries;andin themonth of May,1370,
whenPius hadfondly hopedtohave seen hisnoble appoalsas nobly
respondedto by theuniversal voics of Christendom, h3 found liini-
silf supportedby the king of Spain alone out of all thepotentates
of Europe.

Meanwhile the fall of Cyprus, attended by barbarities which
rivalledin cruelty and atrocity the torments inflicted on the early
Christian martyrs, tijnalised the opening of the war, and gave to
the Turkish avuw the prestige of the first success. A slight notice
of that terrible e\ent maygiveour readers some idea of the sort of
adversary by whomChristendom was at this time threatened.

Already the sultan had ordered the seizure of all merchant-
vessels that chanced to lie at anchor within theportsof the Turkish.I
empire, and the closingof all the avenuesby which relief could bij
afforded to the doomed island;and yet inVenice its counsels were
still divided: the doge was ju&tdead, and the senatewas occupied;
with the nomination of his successor. To the last no vigorous
jjieasures were takenby the republic to throw a sufficient force into }and the commander of the allied Venetian and Spanish
nv?ts strove invain to convey the necessary succours. Sicknoss
and famine made fearful ravages among the tioopp, and many
thousands perished. The ships-which hadonboardCount Jerome
Martinengo and 3000 men were overtakenbya tremenlous storm 5
anepidemicbrokeout whichcarried offmoveIhana thirdof thenum-
ber,and among- them their rmuwned commander himself;and they
who,from the shores of theisland had long watched for the rein-
forcement?, of which they stood in such desperate need, saw at
lengthbuta few shattered vessels come into iiarbyr, bearing with
them the deadbody of themanonwhose braveryaudskill they liad
restedall their hopesof deliverance. To aid to the geuerilcon-
sternation, Nicholas Dandoln, who had but just taken onhimself
the office of governor, was one in whose capicity and judgment
neither soldiers norpeoplefelt they couMplace any reliance. Lila
Mustapha.a renegadealready infamous for his foul and treacherous.
piactkes,was the commander of the Ottoman forces, numbering,

Known in history as "Stlim the Sot.." Itis srvi<l lie was niMigiitel tot'ne
conquest of the island by ;iJew, Ins boon ctmpanion, who lepiefaeuted to him henr
easily he could make himtjlfmastei of the soil on which grew the grapes which
producedhis favoritewine.
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a,ssome historians have computed, 80,000 men;to oppose which
vastarmament the Christians couldnot mustermore than500 or
600 horse, asmall body of local militia, and2000 foot-soldiersfit
for active service.

The city of Nicosia, the first object of attack, was taken by
storm, on the 9thof September,1570, after an heroic resistance of
seven weeks, duringwhich the inhabitants hadagainandagainre-
pulsed the assaults of the Turks with avalour which struck such
terror into the besiegers, that more than once they all butaban-
doned their attemptson thetown. The ammunitionhadfailed, the
fortifications weredemolished,mostofthe distinguishedleadershad
been slain;the devotedbishop, who hadgiven upallhepo339ased
for the support of the soldiery and people,hadhimself fallen ina
melee;the Countde Roehas, who rankednext in commandto the
governor, was killed indefendingone of the ruinedbastions, and
theTurks after grosslyoxitraginghis body, thrust itintoamortar
tind launchedit into the town. Dandolo retreated intohis palace
xssoonas the enemypenetrated into the town, and the wretched
inhabitantsweregivenupa prey totheirinfuriatedassailants. In
vain they threw themselvesontheirkneasbeforetheir vanquishers;
they wore massacred without pity:for seven hours the horrible
carnage proceeded. The palace still held out. The pasha
offered the garrison their lives on condition of their Laying
down their arms:they didso,andeverysoulwasput tothe sword.
The Bishopof Eaffo, who,inthe estimation ofhis countrymen, was
as capableof commanding anarmy asof governingadiocese,was
butcheredamong the rest. The unhappy Dandolo,after suffering
frightful tortures at thehand3of the infidels, wasdecapitated,and
hi?headsent to the governorof Cerino, the thirdprincipxl townof
the island, a?a tokenof whathe might himself expect if hedid
not instantly surrender the place. The atrocities committod by
the Turks defy description. Mustapha,it is related, orderedtho
children andold men,and all whom it wasnot worth the victor's

\ while topreserve, tobepiledoneuponanother in the greatsquajre
iof the town andburntalive;at the same time, to showhishatred
iofthe Christian name,hedirectednumerous carcasesof swine,— for
;which the followers of Mahomatentertainareligious abhorrence,—
tobe heapedupon his victims, andconsume! together with them.
For three days the town was given up to pillage,and everybar-
baritywhich aninfernalmalice could suggest wasperpetratedupon
its despairing population. Women threw themselves from the
house-tops to escape from their pursuers;mothers slew their
daughters with their ownhandsrather than that they shouldfall
into thepower of thebrutal foe. More than 20,000humm beings
were slaughteredon the day of tho assault;in the first paroxysm
of their rage the infidels spared neithersex nor age; 2003 alone
were reserved for a sixvery more terrible than death. Oae fearful
act of vengeance marked the close of this memorable siege. The
Turks had collected in a single galleon themost beautiful youths
andmaidens of the place, together with the most preciousportion
of the bo^ty, with the intentionof conveying them aspresent's to
the sult.au, his eldest son, and the grand vizier. Oae of the cap-
tives, a lady of noble family, knowingbut too well the wretched
fate that awaitedherself andher companions,set fire to thepowder-
magazine, and blew the vessel high into the air. Two others
loaded with the spoilsof the townwere involvedinitsdestruction;
gren.t numbers of the enemy perished, and among them many
Christians of distictton, andthe flowerof the youth of either sex.

Mustaphanow ledhis troops, flushed withvictory anloutnura*
Tieringby thousands their Christian opponents,under the walls of
Fama^oshi. For eleven months the brave Bragadino, with a
scanty garrison anda few thousxnds of armed citizens, withstood
the Moslem hosts.f Invain had tliey sought relief from Spain and
their own republic. The Spanish admiral weakly held aloof; the
Venetians succeeded only ia throwing a handfulof men into the
place. Toe besieged fought with all the strength of despair:
womennot only laboredin supplying arms andammunition to the
soldiers, but combatted by their side upon the walls, throwing
down stones and boiling- wateron the assailants, or precipitating1

themsehes with deadly effect into the masses of the foe, and
ciusin^- many a Moslem warrior to bite the dust. The bishop of
theplace, aDominican by profession, contributed not a little inre-
animating the spiritsof the garrison,whoseranks werebeing every
cltiy rapidly thinned by famine and the sword:his exhortation?,
say tho chroniclers, elicited prodigies of valour. Inthe veryheat
of the assaulthe might be seen for hours upon the ramparts, sur-
rounded by his clergy,holding aloft the crucifix, andcalling on tho
peopleto resist unto death fighting for the faith.J All in vain:
on the first of August, 1571, the walls were nearly levelled totlie
ground:the defences consisted only of bags of earth andbalesof
cotton;the 1t-ili xn andGreek auxiliaries, whoseprowess haddone
such execution on theTurks, wereall annihilated; there wereleft
but sevenbarrels of powder, andof food there wasinns remaining;
the combatants, emaciated by want and incessant toil, could
scarcelyhold their weaponsin theirhands. Furtherresistance was

: impossible, and Bragidino, yield.ngat length to the piteousen-
!tivaties of the townspeople,cjnsentcItosue for term?. Butas the
Iintrepid governor bale the white ttig be unfurled, he exclaimed,
t "OMeers anImen,Icall lleav2U to witness that itis notIwho
1 sin-reader this tywn to the infidels, but tho S3nate of Venice, who,'by abimlonmg us to our fate,have given us up intothe handsof
I these barbarians.

'
A capitulation was concluded, by which the

| inhabitants were toremain iv possessionof theirgoods, and to have
j the free exorcise of their religion;all who chose might quit the
| town,andsell or carryoff their cifects; the garrison were tomarch
o itwith their arms andwith all thehonorsof war,anl to ba fcrbiia-

■ ported in Turkish vessels toCrete.
t V'T ash.irt lmfc aphiteJ.amount of thisheroic defence and itsfatalcataitropht

1tJie leader i» referreIt.j
"Tin l«'oiir Maityre," by M.Rio

J On one of the last days of the siege ho was struck byaball a:idkill*1, while
prayingiv the gardenofbis jnlacj.

(To be continued )
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