Friday, March 9, 1877.

NEW ZEALAXND TABLET.

5.

THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO.
o a——
(From The Knights of St. Jokn, by EH.T.)

TxE sixteenth century was drawing to its clnse,—a century marked
by Llhe ravages of relizions revolution, and destined to be for ever
honored or deplored according as men may think of it as the
age of reformation or of decay Among the many social changes
whiogy arose out of the new order of thines, we can scarcely fail to
notice the growth of that exclusive vationality which has lasted
until onr own time. The great tie of religious unity was broken
which had given the nalions of Earope a common interest even in
the midst of the continual warfave in which they were engnved,
and which had inspired thein with so many generons enterprises in
defence of the faith, But when that bond of brotherhood was los*,
there was no longer o common canse to fight for: a profound sel-
fishness may thenceforward be discovered in the whole history of
Europe, and the chance alliances of one power with another had no
noller hasis than the political interests of the hour.

This change began to be felt immediately after the separation
of the northern nations from the unity of the Chuich, and the cir-
cumsiance was not unobserved hy the great infidel power of tho
East. The enormous progress of that power was almost eoeval with
the period of the Reformation; and the distractions and divisions
among the Christians that follewed that event were s0 many gaing
to the Turks, who pushed their cictorious arms farther and further,
till the drexded Crescent,—which the long struggale of the crusades
and of the heroic of Christendom had kept at hay-—was displayed
under the very walls of DMarseilles and the port of Rome by the
corsair-fleets which roverd at large over the waters of the Maditer
ranean, and searcely found an enemy to oppose them in their conrse,
The republic of Venice, indeed, was stiil master of many of the
island fortressos of the Levant and the Archipelago; but as the
power of that state was now gradually decliniug, the eyes of her
foe were fastened with a bolder ambition upen the dominions whicl
ghe seemed helpless to defend. The rich and heautifu!l istand of
Cyprus in particular exeited the cupidity of Selim IL,* who had
succeeded his father, Solyman the Magnificent, in the empire of the
East; and the report of a sudden disaster which befoll the 1epublic
in the explesion and destruction of her arsenal, encouraged him to
seize the oceasion of breaking, in the face of solemn treativs, a peace
which bad remained undisturbed hetween the two states for nearly
thirty years.

When the hostile intentions of the Tuarkish sultan became
known, the republic was litile prepared to recommence the desperate
struggle. Her utmost efforts were spent in the equipment of o
fleet which, when as=embled, was found wholly inadequate to mect
the enemy ; and in Ler distress, crippled as she was by the loss of
her vast magnzines, and drained of all resources, she implered the
assistance of the Roman Pontiff, and, through him, of tlLe other
powers of Christendom. Pius V. then filled the chair of 8t. Peter;
and his sagacious eye had long foveseen the danger; nor had he
spared any effortsto provide the necessary defences,  But the times
weve against him. A famine was ravaging the faiv fields of Italy;
the government of France was too busy with the Hugnenots to have
time or strength to bestow on a guarrel with the Turks; and as to
England—{o use the expression of a writer of the time—its ruler
wag DBlizabeth, “a greater cnemy to Rome than the Tuarks
themselves.” Nevertheless, in =pite of all diseonrageinents, the
zeal of the Roman Pontifi was manifested by an extraondinary
activity. Evory comrt of Enrope was visited by his ambassadors,
who vuinly fried to ronse the spirit of the Christiin princes agein g
& foe whose conguests were ns rapid as they were bLlood-stiined.
One after another they excused themaselves on the plea of domestic
troubles and exhausted treasnuries; and in the month of May, 15370,
when Fius had fondly hoped to have seen his nobleapprals as nably
responded fo by the aniversal voiez of Christendom, ha found him-
s:lf supported by the king of Spain nlene out of all the potentates
of Europe.

Meanwhile the fall of Cyprus, attendsd Ly barharities which
rivalled in cruelty and atrocity the torments inflicted un the early
Christion martyrs, siznalised the opening of the war, and gave to
the Turkish avies the prestige of the first suecess. A slight notice
of that terrible event may give our readers some ideax of the sort of
sedversary by whom Christendom was at this time threitened,

Already the sultan had ordered the seizure of all merchaut-
vessels that chanced to he at anchor within the ports of the "Parkish
empire, aud the closing of all the avennes by which reliel could be
aflorded to the deowed island; and yet in Venice its connsels were
still divided: the doge was just dead, anl the senate was oceupied
with the nominationr of his successor. To the Jast no vigorous
‘;eiia.sures were taken by the republie to throw a sutficient force into

15, and the commander of the allied Venetian and Spanisia|
hd%ts strove in vain to convey the necessary succours. Sicknass,
and famine made fearful ravages among the troopr, and muny,
thousends perished. The ships-which had en beard Count Jerone |
Martinengo and 3000 men were overtaken by a tremen lous storin 5

an epidemic broke out which earried off move than w third of the num- |

her, and among them their ronvwned comnmander himself ; and they
who, from the shores ¢f the island hul long watehed for the rom-
forcements, of which they stood in sach desperate need, siw at
length but a few shattered vessels eome into harbur, Learing with

them the dead body of the mun.on whose bravery and skill they lae | these barbarians.
To ald to the geaeril con- | Rhubits

rested all their hojes of deliverance.

as gome histerians have computed, 80,000 men; to oppose which
vast armament, the Christians could not muster more than 500 or
600 horse, a small body of local militia, and 2000 foot-soldiers fit
for active service.

The city of Nicosia, the first object of attack, was taken by
storm, on the 9th of September, 1570, after an heroic resiatance of
seven weeks, during which the inhabitants had again and azain re-
pulsed the assaults of the Tarks with a valour which struck such
terror into the besiegers, that more than once they all but aban.
doned theirattempts on the town. The ammunition had failed, tha
fortifications were demolished, most of the distingunished leaders had
been slain ; the devoted bishop, who had given up all he posssssed
for the support of the soldiery and people, had himself fallep in a
melee ; the Conut de Rochas, who ranked next in command to the

the Turks after grossly ontraging his body, thrust it into a mortar
and launched it into the town. Dandolo retreated inte hia palace
a5 soon as the enemy penetrated into the town, and the wretched
inhabitants were given upa prey to their infuriated assailants. In
vain they threw themselves on their kness before their vanquishers ;
they were massacred without pity: for seven hours the horrible
carnmage proceeded. The palace still held out., The pasha
offered the garrison their lives on condition of their laying
down their arms: they did so, and every soul was put to the sword,
The Bishop of Eaffo, who, in the estimation of his countrymen, was
as capable of commanding an army as of governing n diosese, wag
butchered among the rest. The unhappy Dandolo, after sufferingz
frightful tortures at the hands of the infidels, was decapitated, and
his head sent to the governor of Cerino, the thied principyl town of
the island, as a token of what he might himsslf expect if he did
not instantly surrender the place. The atrocities committed by
the Turks defy description. Mustapba, it is related, ordered the
children and old men, and all whom it was not worth the victor'a
while to preserve, to be piled one upon another in the great square
of the town and burnt alive ; at the saume time, to show his hatred
: of the Christinn name, he directed numsrous eareasesof swine,—for
which the followers of Mahomatentertain a religions abhorrence,—
to be heaped upon his victims, and consumel together with them.
For three days the town was given up to pillage, and every bar-
barity which an infernal malice conld suggest was perpstrated upon
its despairing population. Women threw themselves from the
honse-tops to escape from their pursuers; mothers slew their
daughters with their own hands rather than that thay shouald fall
ingo the power of the brutal foe. Dlore than 20,000 human beings
i were slungrhterad on the day of thoe aseanlt; in the first parotysm
rof their rage tha infidels spared neither sex mor age; 200J alons
were reserved for a shvvery more terrible than death. Oae fearful
‘act of vengeance marked the close of this memorable siege. The
¢ Turks Thad collected in a single galleon the most besutiful youths
and maidens of the place, together with the most precions portion
1of the booty, with the intention of conveying them as presenés to
the sultan, his eldest son, and the grand vizier. Oae of the cap-
tives, a lady of noble family, knowing but too woll the wretched
: fate that awaited herzelf and her companions, set fire to the powder-
magazine, and blew the vessel high into the alr. Two others
‘londed with the spoils of the town were involved in its destruction ;
great numbers of the enemy perished, and among them many
Christians of distietion, and the Hower of the youth of either sox,
Mustapha now led his troops, flushed with victory ani outnums
bering by thousands their Christian opponents, under the walls of
rFamazosta.  For eleven momhbs the brave Bragadino, with a
"geanty garrison and a few thousinds of armed citizens, withstood
the Moslem hosts. 4 In vain had they sought relief from Spuin and
" their own republic. The Spanish admiral weakly held aloof; the
| Venstiins succaeded only in throwing a handful of men iuto the
I place, e besieged fought with all the strength of despair:
I women not ¢nly lubored in supplying mms and ammnnition to the
. soldiers, but combatted by their side upon the walls, throwing
I down stones and hoiling.water on the assailants, or precipitatin
| themselves with deadly effect into the masses of the foe, an
crusinz manv o Moslem warrior to bite the dust. The bishop of
the place, o Dominiean by profession, contribated not o little in re-
| auimating the spirits of the gavrison, whose ranks were being every
day rapidly thinoed Ly fainime and the sword: his exhortations,
i say the chronmiclervs, clicited prodigies of valour. In the very heat
| of the assault he might be seen for hours upon the ramparts, sur-
rounded Ly his clergy, holding aloft the crucifix, and calling on the
people to resist unto death fighting for the faith.I Allin vain:
on the first of Angust, 1571, the walls were nearly levelled to the
ground ; the defences consisted only of bags of earth and bales of
eottonr; the 1taliwn and Greek anxiliaries, whose prowess had done
such ececation on the Tuarks, were all annililated ; there were left
put geven barrels of powder, anlof food thers was o2 remaining ;
the combatants, emaciated by want and ineessant toil, conld
sedreely hold their weapons in theiv hands. Further resistance was
impossilile, and Bragudino, yield gz at length to the piteous en-
traaties of the towns yerple, consentel to sue forterms. But as the
! mtrepid governcr La le the white ity be unfurled, he esclaimed,
| Oficera anl men, I call Heav:n 1o witness that it is not I whe
Usurreader this town to the infidels, bat the s2nuate of Venica, who,
" by abwdenmg us to ounr fate, have given us up into the hands of
’ A capitulation was concluded, by which the
its were to remain in possession of their goods, and to bave

sternation, Nicholus Dandole, who bad but just taken on himse'f | the {ree exurcise of their religion; all who chose might quit the

the office of governor, was one in whose capicity and judgment | bown, and sall ox

neither soldicrs nor people felt thoy could place any ralianve. Inla

carey olf their offects; the garrison were to march
ot with their armsz and with all the honors of war, anl to ba tres.

. 2 f wiad in Maeleis . 2 "
Mustapha, a renegade alveady infamous for his foul and treachervay @ Ported in ‘Porkish vessels to Crate.

pactices, was the commander of the Ottomau {orees, humbering, |

E Vor a shart bt sphited acount of this haroie lie!’rgnce and its fatal cutastrophe

Uk reater 1s referce 1 to * Tha Foare Martyrs,” be M, Rio

: Inoun in history as “*Sclim the Sob.™ It §s said be was stigate totlae
congmest of the island by n Jew, his boon cumjpanion, who 1epresented to him how
easily he cowd make hines:Af mastel of the soil on wlueh grew tho grapes which
produced his favorite wine,

1 On one of vhe Tast days of the sisge he was strnck by & hall and kitle, while
praying iu the gavden of his puace,

(Lo be continued )

governor, was killed in defending one of the rained bastions, and -



