
Mb.Henry Dbitbb (on behalf of the New Zealand Loan andMercantile Agency Co.) reports fox* the week ending March 7, as
follows :—:

—
FatCattle.— AnexcessiTesupply of about240 head wereyarded,

about one-half of which were of good to prime quality, balancelittle
better thanstores. Best bullocks at from £9 to £11 5a;docows, £6-
to £9

—
or equalfrom 25s to 27s 6d per 100lb3 for prime pens. At

the yards andprivately we soldduring the week 60 head.
PatCalves.

—
25 werepenned,whichbrought from 20s to55a each,,

according to size andquality.
FatSheep.

—
3100 were penned,which,being considerably inex-

cess of requirement?,scarcelylast week's quotationsworemaintained—
best cross-breds bringing from 9a to lls each;xnerino3, from 6s 6d to
7s 6d, or equal to scarcely 2d per lb. We solda draft onaccount
ofMessrs Blues andDuthie, ofaveragequality,at quotations.

Fat Lambs.
—

400 were penned, manyof thembeing of inferior
quality, prices ranging at 5s 6d to8s each.

Store Cattle.
—

There is no change in the market, and owio? to
the latenessof the season the demand has somewhat slackened. Good
quiet bullocks, for winter feeding, are'however,saleableat about late
quotations.

Store Sheep.
—

The principalinquiry for thi3 da3Jof stock is can-
fined almost entirely to youngmerinos, of which there are very few
offering. Cross-breds, four-tooth andupwards, are saleable atprices
which do not meetthe views of sellers, consequently very few lots are
changing hands, while merino ewes and wethers are entirelyneglected*
with very large numbers offering. During the week we have placed
4,000 ofvarious sorts at last quotations.

Sheepskins.
—

We catalogued 1000 skins, which sold at consider*
able advanceonlast week'srates. Fullwool dry skins brought 4} lid.
toss;shearlings, Isßd to 2s;pelts, 9d to Is 2d; lambs, 2s Idto
2s 3d.

Hides were in better demand, especially gODd conditioned,ship-
ping losts bringing a fraction over 4d per lb;inferior and medium,
13s to15s each.

Tallow.— A few small lots sold ;inferior,£21 10s;medium, £29 ;
shipping tallow, good mixed, £31 to £32.

Grain.
—

Wheat:Good soundmillingsamples,scarce, sell readily
at 5s 6i;medium, 5s to5s 3d;inferior, 4s to 4s 6d. Oats:Goodold
feed are wanted and very scarce, and as prices have advanced in
Melbourne, oldcorn is not likely to be cheaper atpresent. New oats
arenot offeringinquantity. Barley:We haveplacedsome1100bags
oldmalting at 3s 9d to4s6d, f.0.b.;gooddemand. Newsample! ar»
not coming forward yet, barley crop being late.

Mb. Skene reports for the week ending March 7, 1877 :—
Affairs in the labor market move alongquietly. The demandis good
for labouring and farm people ofexperience;town work is veryquiet.
Carpenters are fairly empl>yed, butnothing toboast of; blacksmiths
are as quietas ever;couples aremoreasked for;femaleservants are
in brisk demand;shopmen andclerks are too plentiful, and advice
does not seem to thin their ranks;shepherds areout ofseason now;
bushmenare wanted;male hotelservantsare infair request. Wagot:
Couples, £65, .£7O and £80 ;ploughmen, £52, £55 and £60 ; shep-
herds, £60 ;dairyandodd hands, 15a.,183. and 20s. per week: day
labour, 75.,Bs.and 95.;house girls,103.,12s. and15a.;hoteldo,12s.
15s. and205.;hotelcooks, 20a., 255. and505.;carpenters, 10i., lls.
and125.;boys andgirls, 6s,3s. and ICs.;shopmenand clerks, 30a.,
50s. and605.;boots, waiters,barmen, grooms,255. and40s.per week.

Mr. A. Mebcee reportsa3 follows for the week ending March 7t7t1877, retail prices only:
—

Freshbutter, iniand lib prints, Is 2dto
Is 4d;fresh butter, in lumps, Is;powderedand salt butter, Is 2i;
freshbutter is againplentiful,and the shops hare againresumed salt-
ing down;but it will be good stock;salt butter, in kegs, has been,
selling well at10£-d to lid per lb. Cneese, is very plentiful, andPro-
vincial cheese, goodquality. Is;English cheese, Is 4d;side androlled
bacon, lOd to lid; Colonial hams, Is 2d; English hams, Is 61;
eggs are veryscarce,and a greatdifficu'ty insupplying orders at 2s 6d
per dozen.

Mb. M. C. Fleming reports (wholesale prices) for tho week
ending March 7, 1877, as follows:

—
Oats (feed), per bushel,

2s 4d;milling, 23 6d. Wheat (chicks) 3a 6d to 4s. Barley, malt-
ing, 4s to 4s 6d; feed, 2s 6d to3s. Pollard,scarce. Bran, £4 15s,
bags included. Flour, large bags, £15 ;small, £15 10. Oatmeal,
£12. Potatoes,new, 4s per cwt. Hay (new), £3 10s; oldhay, .£5
per ton. Chaff, £4 10s per ton. Straw, £2 per ton.

Mb. J. Vezey reports for the week ending March 7, 1877:
—

Retail:Roast beef, 6d to 8d per lb.; boiling do., 4d to 5dper lb;
stewingdo., 4d to 6dper lb.; steak,6d to 9dper lb.; mutton,3d to Gd'
per lb.;veal,4d to Sdper lb.; pork,6d to8dper lb.;lamb, 2a 6d^fc
3s 6d per quarter.

of the wretchedusurperof Italyonthe deceaseof theHolyFather,
shouldthat deplorableevent take place during the occupation of
Some.

Ora contemporary, the 'Otago Daily Times,' in its issue of
Wednesday last,supplies ina local the alteram partem toja leader,
-which immediately precedes it, impressing the necessity that exists
for the introductionof compulsory educationinto this colony. Our
contemporary very properlyanimadverts onthemisconduct ofcertain
pupils attending the PelichetBay Grammar School, who, itappears,
are inthehabit of trespassingon theneighbouring lineofrailway and
placing stones in the wayof the approaching trains. Surely the
'Times'must perceive that torender a scheme of compulsory educa-
tion effective,itis absolutely indispensable that the discipline main-
tained in the institutions where attendance is enforced should be
without flaw. Ismust be evident thatthe education, given at such an
establishmentas that alludedto, is but calculated to furnish roughs
with further weaponsof offence.

The NewZealand Tablet isaboveallthingsamarvel-moving
journal; Our mission seems tobein greatpart the excitement of
wonder inthe gentle breasts of our contemporaries. Infact,we
continually findourselvesplaying"bullina china-shop," anditis
distressing tocontemplate the tumult we unsuspectingly occasion.
Thevenerablefatherof alltheancientientEomanshimselfneverfelthis
"hair spontaneouslyarise inmorerigidity,norhis voice more fixedly
become adhesive tohis throat, thannow and then do those editors
whoglance uponour chimsera-displaying columns,aghast at what
theyfind there. For tenconsecutive days didtheeditorof thc 'Even-
ingStar' wonderinsilence,buton theeleventh,having managedto
hem and haw his vocal powers into their accustomed ability to
pipe,he commented as follows, in his issue of Tuesday last,6th
inst.,onanextract thatappearedinthe Tablet of the 23rd ult.:

—
'* We are somewhat surprisedat the Tabletpublishing as undis-
puted facts a story,evidently of American origin, purporting to
describe the treatment of certain so-called Fenianprisoners. In
answertoaquestionit was elicited from the Government in the
last sessionof the Imperial Parliament that noFenians are under-
going penalservitude for political offences,but that thepersons
so-callednowinconfinement had been convictedof grave crimes
against person and property. Will ourcontemporarysupplement
his extract from the

'Irish World'by informing its readers what
are the crimes of which M'CarthyandO'Brienwereconvicted?"
Withourhabitualobstreperousness,andinpursuance of the general
eye-openingnessof ourdemeanor, we venture to hint that we are
quite aware that the British Government colors its unmerciful
detentionof theFenianprisonersbyapretenceofgraveraccusations,
but, nevertheless, we strongly condemn the unbending cruelty of
the men's imprisonment,and discern in it a continuanceof the"sparrow-hawk" policy which, of late years,has characterisedto
amost deplorabledegree theEnglish Cabinet.

Mb. Martin's Gridiron Hotel, in Princes street,Dunedin, is
decidedly oneof the finest establishments of the kindin the city. It
hasbeen erectedat a large outlay, and itsappearance,bothexteriorly
»nd interiorly, is a credit to those who were concerned in its con-
struction. Onentering throughthe principaldoor, the visitor finds
himself in a spacious hall, from which access is gained to theupper
»nd lower storeys by a staircase of unusual dimensions, and which
occupies the centre of thebuilding; the bannisters andrail being of
polishedkauri,and by their substantial makeand well-designed shape
forming ahandsome feature in the surroundings. On the right of
the hall are situated a largo and commodious commercial room
whichlooks out upon Princes street, and a dining-room eminently
calculatedto minister to thepleasure*of those persons who frequent
it. It is of fine proportions,lofty and wideas well as lengthy, and
commandsa splendid view of the harbour upon which its windows
open. Fine views are indeed a special charateristic of the establish-
ment, for many of thebedrooms also command theharbour,and from
someof them the OceanBeach is to be seen. In the y\ >n of the
edifice, pains seem to have been taken tosecure all the advantages
offeredby the site, andin consequence

—
cheerfulness, ventilation, and

theenjoyment in themidst of the city of beautiful scenery,have been
ensured." the building, water, both hot and cold, is
abundantly laid on,and each of the upper storeys is provided witha
convenientbath-room. Thebedrooms number forty-three,and those
at the top of the house, instead of being, a3 is frequently the case,
mere gloomy cells, partake in the cheeriness which distinguishes the
establishment all through. But ere we conclude, though last
not least, thekitchen deserves special notice. Itis situated beneath
the dining-room, and isa most inviting apartment;it is, moreover,

furnished with a magnificent range and its whole appointment be-
speaks the supreme excellence of the cookeryperformed there.

Thh usual -weekly meeting of the Dunedin Catholic Young
Men's Society was held last Wednesday evening, when there was
agoodattendanceof both members and honorary members. TheVice-President,theKey.Father Crowley,occupied the chair. Next
Wednesday there ib tobea lecturedeliveredby oneof theyoungmen
andit is particularlyrequestedthatall themembers willbepresent.

Clifford'sMirror of the Wcrld is again on view at the Tem-
peranceHall. No one should lose the opportunity of seeing this
beautifulexhibition,inwhich scenes of nature are shown with a
vividness that is hardly short of thelocality.

We beg to call the attention of our readers to MessrsGuthrie
andLarurtch'sprospectusto be foundin our advertising columns. We
will refer at greater length toitinour next issue.

Our trade with Japanincreases fast. The Japanese peopleare
inventive. When theybuy our fabrics theysetaboutimproving them,
and their genius is displayed in many such innovations. When our
G-overnmeut sent Commodore Perry to break the exclusiveness ot
Japan,we sent, among other presents,a case of Sharp's rifles. Two
years later the Japanese Government sent to us return presents.
Among them was what appearedto be the identical boxof Sharp's
rifles. The boxbore exact resemblance and the rifles the same, even
to thenameof Sharp engraved upon them. Our Government sup-
posed this tobe evidence of disapproval, for inspectorspronounced
them the same rifles returned. Sharp was sent for, atPhiladelphia.
The first Sharp surveyrevealed tohim acertainimprovement, which,
hadbaffledhis inventivegenius, and whichhe hadgivenup as imprac-
tical. Itsavedone extramovement in breech-loading, andSharpim-
mediatelyadoptedit.— 'BaltimoreSun.'
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The father of allnewspapers is the venerablePekin
'Gazette,

which, is over one thousand years old.' Itis a ten-pagedpaper,
with a yellow cover; has no stories, no "ads," no marriage or
death notices, no editorials, no subscribers. It simply contains
the officialnotices of the Government. The 'StandardandMail'
wondersif ithas as venerable an appearanceas our " Government
Gazette.'


