
Our heading is, we admit, a strange one;but wefaucy weshall be able to show before the end of this article that,
though strange,it is, in reference to Education,unfortunately
only too appropriate. On the last day of the last month the
Wellington Board of Education held its ordinary monthly

meeting. One part of the -business transactedwas the con-
sideration of Mr. Inspector Lee's report. The ninth section
of this report recommends the givingof prizes for Scripture
History in the Governmentschools of the Province. Thisre-
commendation gave rise to adiscussion which is very instruc
tive. Inanswer to an objection, the Inspector read from the
regulations as follows :—":

— "Religious instruction not of a con-
troversial character maybe given at any school, provided it
be given at certain fixed times, so arranged that parents
objecting thereto may convenientlywithdraw their children
from the school daringsuch times."

Mr. GisBORNi said there could be no objection to a
clergyman givingreligiousinstruction to children of his own

icongregation in these schools,but he thought the case of aI teacher wasdifferent; and to say thatit could be done with
out partaking of a controversial character was absurd. —
Mr. Bunny:Necessarilyeach teacher would give his own
views of the subject, andthat wouldopen the door to allsorts
of opinions.— The Secretary said:You can give religious
instruction, so longas you donot introduce anything denomi-
national.
| It would be interesting and curious to see a trialjmade to act on the Secretary's opinion. We wonder what
! that very distinguished Christian could teach on religious
subjects without introducing anything denominational. We
iknow of nothing in Christianity common to all religious!sects. Why they arenot agreedas to the primary truth

—
the

existenceof a personalGod.
The Wellington School Board did not accept the opinion

of its Secretary,and rejected the ninth section of its Inspec-
tor's Report— consequently the Board has affirmed theprin-
ciple of purely secular education. Even the history of the
Bible has no place in its programme. Is not this, weask, a
solemn farce? Here is a Board, supposed tobe composedof
Christian gentlemen and Scholars,sittingin solemn meeting
and gravelyand deliberately making provision for the educa*
tion of the people, and at the same time excluding Bible
History from the listof subjects taughtin its Schools. Only
fancy aneducation in a Christian country without the least
reference to eitherBible or Church History' This is, indeed,
themost solemn of solemn farces j

—
asystem of Education

uuder whichneither the name of God, nor of Christ,nor of
the Church,is to be evenmentioned. What sort of scholars,
we should like to know, willresult from such a system?
This muchis quite certain, they cannot be educated, though

"
they mayhave some instructioninsomefew things. But to
join the word education to such asystem is anabsurdity so
wildand extravagant,that it could be entertained" only by
blind philosophers, in this conceited and illogical nineteenth
century.

A systemof purely secular education,if honestly carried
out,canonly lead to the most profound and deplorable igno-
rance, and must inevitably end in flingingmankind back into
the abominations of paganism. A systemof really secular
education blots out the past of all Christian nations,
makes the history of mankindablank for the rising genera-
tion, for if educationmust not speak of God, the Bible, theChurch,orany of the facts inseparablyboundup withthese,
itmust altogether ignore history, secular and religious;the
past mustbe absolutely thrust oat of sight, and all its truly
important lessonsutterly disregarded.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Inquibie -wishes toknow if thereisanytruth inthe assertionthat

the astronomerKepler waspersecutedbecause of his scientificdiscoveries,andifhismother wasincludedinthe odiumobtainedby him,so that she all but perishedas a witch. Thereis no
foundation whatever for the statements referred to. Kepler
waseducated ina monastery,and found patronsamongst the
Catholic potentates of hi3day;notably, theGermanEmperor
andtheGrand DukeofTuscany.
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A SOLEMN FARCE.
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.

TDORT WINE,1834 Vintage,42yearsold; per dozen, 110s.

PORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Per
dozen,755.

BROWN SHERRY,10 years. Just received. Rare value Per
dozen,755.

__^

/COLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 355. per dozen.
yj

T ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s.per dozen.
jLj

HOGG AND HUTTON, Octagon.
TTTTANTED, for ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL* * QUEEINSTOWN, a CertificatedMaleTeacher. For further
particular*,apply to

J. F. TULLY, Secbetabt,
St. Joseph'sSchool Committee,

QUEENSTOWN.
ANTED KNOWN— J. A. MACEDO'S New Catalogue of

BooksonPage 8. Allare requestedtoreadit.

/CLIFFORD'S MIRROR OF THE WORLDj.Kj
Mr. G. P.C_iFFOii_> havingnearly completed his collectionof

Viewsof Dunedin, to form partof his
MIRROR OF NEW ZEALAND,

which he intends exhibiting in the United Kingdom, and being
about to proceedNorth to complete the same,has, at the request
of a number ofcitizens,decidedtogive a

WEEK'S ENTERTAINMENT
OFHIS

MIRROR OF THE WORLD,
pronouncedby thePress, andall who have seen it, to bethe most
Beautifuland Truthful collection of Views ever placedbefore the
Public.

The Mirror coinpi-ises nearly 2000 Views of the most striking
and wonderful Scenery in the World, andthe most

EXQUISITE STATUARY,
from theprincipal galleries of Europe,exhibitedby the strongest
formofLime-light, withtheaidofthe latestimprovementsinoptics.

MO_>T)AY, 12thMARCH,
AT THE

TEMPERANCE HALL. j
Change of Programme everyEvening.

Chairs, 3s;Back Seats, 2s;Gallery,Is. To give allanoppor-
tunity, tickets will besold previous to the opening,at the follow "« j
ing rates:

—
j

Inpacketsof six (transferable),Chairs,12s 6d; Back Seats,9a. |
To be obtainedat Begg's Music Warehouse, Princes-street. |

AN APPEAL.

FOR the last six years the "Daughters of St. Dominick
"

have
been strugglingtopromote,inDunedin, that goodwhich itis

the endof their Order to effect throughout the world,— namely,
—

theEducation of FemaleYouth,in thepathof science andvirtue.
Thequestionof the advancementof truecivilization,of genuine

progress in the only real sense of the word
—

of the happiness of
society, asof individuals,of the temporaland eternalinterestsof
the rising generation,is eminently involvedinthe developmentand
training of the youngmind.

While thesubverters of order andauthorityinItaly,Germany,
andother countries, spareneither wealthnorenergy intheir efforts
tomislead the youngand innocent, shallwe be dismayed by our
poverty ? Shall we make no sacrifices to save them ? Shall we
not rather call.unto us thelittle onesof Christ,

—
shelter them from

the baneful influenceof corruptprinciplesandbadexample— teach
teach them that life has not beenbestowedon them tobe squan-
dered in self-indulgence,vanity, or the gratificationof their pas-
sions ?

—
but that, on the contrary, it is tobe devotedto the self-

denyingtaskof acquiring tbatsolid,useful,andreligious knowledge,
■without which they can neverbe goodmembers of societyhere,or
attaintheirnoble destinyhereafter. To impart that all-important
knowledge, the Dominican Nuns have devoted their existence.
Hitherto their efforts inNew Zealandhavebeenmuchimpeded by
the numerous difficulties in which theyhave been placed. The
want of suitable conventualand scholastic buildings has beena
sore trial, and numberlesshave been the inconveniences arising
therefrom. Plans for aConvent,suitedto the requirementsof the
DominicanRule, andaffording facilitiesto the Sisters for conduct-
ing their Schools, according tothe styleoftheir EuropeanHouses,
liavebeen drawnout;

—
the meansaloneare wanting for theftccom-

Slishment of the design. The Nuns, therefore, earnestly solicit
onationstowards a work which will involveanoutlay of at least

fourteen or fifteen thousandpounds.
The smallest contributionwill entitlethe donor toaplaceon

the list ofBenefactors,for whomprayersaredaily offered.
DOMINICAN CONVENT, DCJNEDIN

Fbast of the Pbksentaiion of Oust Lady.


