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ENNISCORTHY,

5 —r—

HE river Slaney well sustains the reputation for beauty
that river scemery alinost universally possesses. Its
@ banks are wooded and fertile, and in wany places upon
& them are mituated handsome country seats and resi-
! dences of the gentry of Wexford. TUpon the waters of
K & the river a brisk trade is maintained, and a continual
traffic passes up and down them, the method of car-
ringe being by means of a peculiar flat-bottomed hoat,
locally known as a, cot.

But it is for its historical associations that the Slaney is most
remarkable, for it was in the neighborhood of its course that the
most memorable events of the rising of 1798 cceurred. It is well
known that the insarrection of which we speak was, to serve certain
purposes of their own, excited by the Government of the day, The

epple were violently driven into resistance in the defence of their
A licentious soldiery | murderous hands, and their route was stained all through by

were let loose upon them, from whose outrages there was afforded

1o protection, and men in authority seemed to vie with one another I

in devising means for the infliction of the most exquisite tortures.

ves, and those of all who were dear to them.

driven out in agony to present an object for the merriment of their
torturers, Mouses were burned, many times without an oppor-
tunity of escape being permitted to their inmates; and the cantrips
of Pandemonium let loose were performed in all their emormity,
filling the peasantry with dismay, and rendering it impossible for
them to remain submissive.

It was under such circumstances that the town of Enniscorthy
was in the month of May, 1798, taken possession of by a band of
insurgenta numbering somewhete about 7000, the garrison ratreating
upon Wexford, and celebrating their march by a continuation of
those diabolical actions in the practice of which they had bacome
adepts. We remember some years ago to have met an octogenarisn,
a Protestant, and one who had been staunch amongst the loyaliats
of the time of outbreak. He had accompanied the troops when
thaey retired from Enniscorthy, and although he had been on their
eide, he narrated with horror and disgust the deeds that marked
gheir progress. Not a peasant encountered on the read, howsoerer,

innocantly omployed he may have been, but feit the weight of their
wanton blood-ghed.

’ The insurgents enirenched themselves upon Vinogar Hill, at
i whose foot the town of Enniscorthy is situated, and here for thres

Fathers were forced to kmeel beneath the triangle to which | weeks their head-yuarters were maintained. At the. end of thia
their sons were bound and cruelly flogged in order that they might = period their position was attacked by 13,000 men, under the com-
ba sprinkled with the bloed drawn by the whipe, and in their turn | mand of General Lnke, and after n gallant defence maintained
sons were subjectad to a like fate, remi.ndinr%u.s. of a certain execution ! a?ainst the regular troops by rudely armed and undiscipiined bandwe.

which took place in the reign of Louis XI.
PMaced ecalding hot vpon the heads of thp

hehomiblepitch-capwas | of P ; ;
victiws, aud they were | obliged Lo rotreat in their tury to the towa of Wesford.

poasants, the soldiera were victorious, and their opponents were



