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drivenoutinagony topresentan objectfor themerrimentof their
torturers. Houses wereburned, many times without an oppor-
tunity of escape beingpermitted totheirinmates;and the cantrips
ofPandemoniumlet loose were performed in all their enormity,
filling thepeasantrywith dismay,and renderingitimpossible for
them toremain submissive.

It wasundersuch circumstances that the town of Enniscortby
was in the monthof May, 1798, taken possessionof by a bandof
insurgentsnumbering somewhereabout7000,thegarrisonretreating
upon Wexford,and celebrating their march by a continuationof
those diabolical actions in the practice of which theyhadbecome
adepts. Weremember someyearsagotohavemetanoctogenarian,
aProtestant,andone whohadbeenstaunch amongstthe loyalist!
of the time of outbreak. He had accompanied the troopswhen
they retired fromEnniscorthy, and although hehadbeenon their
side, henarrated withhorror and disgust the deeds that marked
{.heirprogress. Not apeasantencounteredon the road,howsoever,

ENNISCORTHY.
HEriver Slaneywellsustains thereputationforbeauty
that river scenery ahnost universally possesses. Its
banks are woodedand fertile, andivmany placesupon
them are situated handsome country seats and resi-
dencesof the gentryof Wexford. Uponthe watersof
theriver a brisk trade is maintained,andacontinual
trafficpasses up and down them, the method of car-
riagebeingby means of apeculiar flat-bottomedboat,
locallyknownasacot.

Butit is for itshistoricalassociationsthat the Slaney is most
remarkable, for it was in the neighborhood of its course that the
mostmemorableevents of the rising of 1798 occurred. It is well
known that theinsurrectionof whichwespeak was,toservecertain
purposo oftheirown,excitedby theGovernmentofthe day. The

people wereviolently driveninto resistancein the defenceof theirlives, andthoseof all who were dearto them. Alicentioussoldierywere let looseupon them, fromwhose outrages there wasaffordedaoprotection,and meninauthority seemed to vie withoneanotherindevising means for the infliction of themost exquisitetorturesFathers were forced to kneel beneath the triangle to whichtheir sonswereboundandcruelly floggedinorder that theymi<*ht
De sprinkledwith the blood drawnby the whips,andin their turn itons weresubjectedtoalikefate,remindingusof a certainexecution

'
whichtookplaceinthereignofLouisXI. Thehorriblepitch-capwas

'
placed,ecaidjughotupon the heads of the victims,ami they tow

'

innocently employedhe mayhavebeen,butfelt theweight of theirmurderous hands, and their route -was stainedall through by
wantonblood-shed.

The insurgents entrenched themselves upon.VinegarHill,atwhose foot the town of Enniscorthy is situated,and here for threeweeks their head-quarters were maintained. At the.end of thia
period their position was attacked by 13,000 men,under theoom-

S viand of General Lake, and after a gallant defence maintained
1 against the regular troopsby ruduly armedandundisciplinedband*t of peasants., the soldiers were victorious,and their opponents "war*
J obligedto retreativ their turn tothe townof "Wexford.
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