
Thb aspectofDunedin ona holiday is anythingbutexhilarating.Tne townwearsa sort of spurious Sabbatarianair, whichis mostdepressing. Princes-street appears desolate as aplot of goose-berry bushes at the closeof the fruit season;fromCargill's monu-mentone wouldnot be surprised to find that vinegar was flowinginlieuofthe crystal tideproverbialfor itsnon-inebriatingqualities
and the few individuals that are scattered here and there seemlimpanddispirited. From such dismal quarters it id arelieftomakegoodone'sescape inany way,even thoughit beby meansofan over crowdedrailway carriage, which is far from being thepleasantestmethod of conveyance, especially if the voyagerbeamale, andas he ought always to be, is the soul of chivalryand
devotionto that tender blossomof the humanrace

—
the fair sex,

andif,moreover, under such circumstances heis obliged tostandboltupright m the centre of the vehicle with his back rudely
turned tonumerousand sundry of the gentle beings inquestion,andat the imminentrisk of beingprecipitated full stamp on theirtoesat everylurch of the carriage, he knowingall the time inhisinmostheart, that already the said pedal members must be in asadstate ofcorns owing to the prevailing fashionof high-heeled
boots. To a gallant masculine creature situated thus, and whoviolently endeavorsto maintain a painful rigidity of muscle that
will enablehim to keep firm onhis feet inorder thathemay avoid
the threatenedcatastrophe,and whosemind is thereforefilledwithdistraction,it is but natural that atra-biliar suggestions should
present themselves, and doleful imaginations become familiaras"householdwords." Mostgladly, then,does such anonereachhisdestination, and the relief he experiences on issuing forth fromconfinementbecomesmagnified into positivedelight if hehappens
to findhimselfplacedina beautiful locality,andamidst"gayandfestive" surroundings.

Candour obligesus to confess that onordinary occasions Port
Chalmersis notanunusually agreeable placein whichtospendanidlehour; our experience,however, is limitedtoanaimless wan-dering toand fro whilst awaiting the arrivalof certain steamers,
and such an occupationis amongst the most unhappy thatcan wellfall to the lot of mankind. Itis in vain to counterfeit aninterestin theunloading or loading of vessels;ina few moments the affair
has become monotonous, and one only looks on to become moreweary. The wonders of the dry-dock are speedily exhausted,andthe device of watching for fish in the water makes a mancon-temptible eveninhis own eyes. The beauties of nature fade toinsignificance, and the signal-post obtains a power of attraction
thatrenders it impossible to divert the eyes fromit.

But on the day ofthe regattaall waschanged; theheights oftheharbor,with their verdantclothing of grass and foliagegaineda freshattraction from the colors thateveryvesselshowedinabun-dance; gaily dressedspectatorsthronged thepier,andclusteredontheships,andscatteredhere and there weregroups ofpeopleen-livening the hills andcliffs. Overthe watersof the harboryachtswere speeding, their gleaming sails filled by the wind,while thefoam was flying from their bows;and vigorous oarsmen bending
to their task drove their boats through the brine, displayinginstrengthandskill the effects of long and patienttraining. Thestrainsof aband wereheard from the flagship,andfrequent cheers
greeted the arrivalof asuccessfulcrew. Lifeandmerriment wereencounteredeverywhere,and inthe generalrejoicing of the occa-sion nil evils were for the time forgotten. The events weretwelvein number, and included various kinds of races

—
open boats and

yachts, whaleboats,fishing boats, and gigs took part in them, andmuchinterest attached to each contest. We appenda list with
withthe namesof the winningboats and their owners:
Seine FishingBoats' Sailing Race, for boats not exceeding 20

feet overall; distance,4milee. Istprize, £10 ;2nd,£5. En-trance,10s.
jMv. JohnTunnage's Albatross ... ... ... ... 1Second Classbona fide Whaleboat Race. Boats not exceeding28feet, four oarsandsteeroar; distance, 6miles. Istprize,£10;2nd, ,£5. Entrance, 15s.
Mr.M.Innes's Pet ... ... ... ... ... iAmateurFour-oaredInrig GigRace;distance, 2miles. Prize, £5.Entrance,20a.
O. R. Club's Isis... ... ... ... ... ... iChampion Sailing .Race, open to all, yachts included;distance, 8

miles. Prize, £15.
G. W. Mason's Royal Alfred ... ... ... ... iShips' Four-oaredGigRace, for bona fide ships crews;distance, 3

miles. Istprize,£5j 2nd, £2 10a. Entrance,10s.
C. Stewart's Oaniaru ... ... ... ... ... 1Boys' Four-oaredInrigGig Race, for boys under17 years of age;distance, 2miles. Istprize, jE4; 2nd, £2.
Union Club's Union ... ... ... ... ... iSecond Clasa OpenBoatSailing Race; distance, 6miles, lstpriae

48) 2nd, £4.
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The V.P., Bro. Connell, responded. He thought he couldanswer for himsalf and brother officers, that they would try to

emulate the example of their predecessors,whom they had Beendoingtheir dutywithhonor to themselves, and to thesatisfactionand advantage of the Branch generally, andhe begged to thankBro. Houldsworth and the company generally for showing suchkindly feeling tohimselfandcolleagues. Applause.
Several other toasts wereduly honored,including the HoatandHostess and the Chairman, allof whom hadso well fulfilledtheirduties, thatit was no wonder their healths weredrunk withaccla-mation, after which the company broke upin an orderly manner,

and generally wellsatisfied with theirevening's entertainment. I
mustnot omit tomention thatallmonotony was banished duringthe evening by the insertion at intervals of songs, comic, senti-mental,andpatriotic,manyof whichwereextremelywellrendered.

Rev.Father Sauaeau then said
— "Imust thank youvery sin-cerely for thevery kindmannerinwhich youhavedrunk thehealthof the clergy. Lastyear hisLordshipBishop Redwood and theRev.Father Garin addedgreatly, by their presence, to the solemn-ityof the opening;this time weareleft toour ownresources. Curworthy Secretaryhas shown, inhis speech, hownecessaryare the

prießts in themidst of acongregation,andthegreat sacrifices they
have to make to come to this country;but they do it with thegreatest pleasure when they feel that the people profit by theirlabora. Although we are few, and, as awhole, not blessedwith
great wealth,agreatdealhasbeendoneinNew Zealand since theformationof themission by theunionof the peopleamongthem-selves, andalso with their clergy. As agreatdeal still remains tobe done, and as we shall soon,not improbably,have to fight thebattlethey are fighting in other countries, let us strengthen thisunity, and we are sure of success. Isolated or divided we arepowerless; united we can overcome every difficulty. You havewishedmealong lifeamong you;and,asIhavebeenalready up-wardsof twelveyearsinBlenheim,Ishall soonbeable to say like*beoldpriestathome,whowascomplimentedonasimilar occasion:'My dear children,Ihavebaptizedyouall,Ihavemarriedyouall,and,pleaseGod,Ishallbury youall.'

"
Greatapplause.

Th« Chairmanthenaaiditnowdevolves uponme,gentlemen,as chairman, to propose the toast of the evening
—

viz., "TheH.A.C.B.Society"— a toast whichIpropose, too, with thegreatestpleasure,onlymarred by the wish thatitwas in thehands of some-one betterqualified todoit justice. It is unnecessary tourge thefact that benefit societies do good in many ways. Many a onewhensick and away from his friends, with perhapsno meansofotherwise obtainingassistance,has felt the advantage of havingthe doctor engaged by the Society;has been encouraged by thevisit of the members deputed for that purpose,and hasreceivedmuchneededpecuniary assistance. There is also the socialadvan-tage to the strangerbecomingamember whichthese societiesholdtorth, at once affording an introductionand bond of union withnianyof those with whom hehas taken up his abode. Andevenshouldhis position cause these advantages tobe of nomoment,andBhould he continue paying his contributions week after weekand year after year without receiving any recompense,he wouldatleast, have been doing a good action;and when his lasthourarrived, few. indeed, of the many shillings he had spent wouldaffordhim asmuch satisfactionas those paid tofunds for themain-tenance of so charitable a work. Besides these advantages, ourSocietyhad another incomparable advantageto Catholics that itlookedabo to thesoul,enjoining as it dida regular attendanceatmass and the Sacraments, and,as aninstance, hehadhimselfbeenmuch edifiedsome time agoby seeing the members inabodyre-ceive the Holy Communion. The toast was received with greatacclamation. °
The Secretary, Bro.J.Ward, jun., responded, giving ashortaccount of the eatablishmentof the Society,andof the rapid pro-gress it had made throughout Australasia. All its members hadnow tobear agreatresponsibility,for theirconduct wouldbe nar-rowlywatched by many wishing to see whatkindof menmade upthis purelyCatholicSociety,and so they must maintainthehonorot their holy religion; and they should also remember that thehonor ot the country from which they took the titleHibernianwasat stake;thatcountry where the forefathers of mostof themhadlived, andhadsolong andnobly maintainedtheCatholic belief andpractice under veryadverse circumstances,and to whom and theirdescendants, in many partsof the world, «us, in agreatmeasure,due that freedom which English, as wellas Irish, Catholics enioythroughout^BritishEmpire to-day. Applause. He wouldcon-clude by thanking them verykindly for the warmth with whichtheyhad received the toast. The ""

Blenheim Branch"was thenproposedbyMr.Broughan, towhich they owed the social gatheringatwhich he wasproud toassist thatevening;theyhadmade grealprogress during the laßt year,andhehopedtheywould continue todo so, and that their numbers and influence would continue toincrease.

n
P;?*,Morriaon> inresponding, said there was one thing especi-ally whichhe wanted to impressupon the Branch,anduponeachindividualmember which wereatpresent, hemight say,upon theirtrial. Someof the leadingmembers of societyhereseemedinclinedtohold aloof from them, though several leading men hadbecomehonorarymembers. Now he felt sure that this came from nolll-ieeling, but that they wished before connecting themselvesmoreclosely with us, tosee whatcharacter the Society would maintainand whetherwe werereally capable of carrying out the rules underwhich wo werebanded together; it, therefore,lay with thepresentmembers, and those who wore on the pointof joining, toprove tothemthat we werea society, with whichnoone, whateverhis posi-tion,need be ashamedtoconnecthis name, and therewasno doubtthat if they folioxedout carefully their rules, they would becomemoreandmorerespectedby the wholecommunity. He wouldcon-clude by thankingall for theenthusiasticmannerinwhich they hadreceived thetoast.
Thepresent officers of theBranch werethenproposedby BioHouldsworth, P.P. He had no doubt this toast would be dulyhonored; their officers had always taken a great interest in theBranch, and their work requiredgreat attention andconsiderabletime to bedevoted to it. he would, therefore,begof the rest of tLeSociety to assist their officers ineverywaythey could, and then theBranch would soonbecome so strongand respected,thatall presentwill look backwith pride andsay tothemselves, each of us helpedtobring aboutthis. He wouldalso remind those friends who keptaloof,that— inonesense atleast— those whowerenot withus wereagainst us,for each one whoseemed toignore the Society assistedinkeeping others out of it, andashebelievedeveryoneadmitttedit tobe goodifproperly carried out,he thoughtitshould be encou-raged by allwho coxildassistincarryingit out as it ought to be
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