
StoreCattle.
—

Veryfew transactionshavetakenplace,although
thereis stillademandforquiet,well-conditionedcows andbullocks.

StoreSheep.
—

There is a good demand for youngmerino ewes
and wethers, andlikewise for cross-breds,butbuyers are unwilling to
give theprices required for the latter description. During the week
wo have sold €000 at the following rates:

—
Merino wethers, two,

four,and six-tooth, 5s to 5s 6d;dittofull-mouthed, 3s to 4s;merino
eves, two,four, and six-tooth,6s to 7s;ditto full-mouthed,2s 6d to
3#6<i ;cross-breda, four-tooth and over, 7s to 8s;ditto two-tooth,
6* to7s.

Wool.— Since our last week'sreport thecable has brought advices
of the opening of theLondonFebruary eales at a decline of Idper
lb on greaey and 2d on washed, bringing values ona par withApril
eales of lost year. Since the opening day the market has assumed a
firmer tone,andpossibly the opening decline maybe recovered before
ihe sales close. The news of receding values will be only slightly
feltin this market, a verj small quantity of wool being left overun-
sold. Ata sale of remnant parcelsonMonday lastprices were firmly
held,considering theunsaleable descriptions which mostly comprised
thatcatalogue. Any good lots brought up to withina fraction oflate
rates. We hold our next sale on Thursday, for whichwe are inre-
ceipt,andadvised,of somesuperiorlots tooffer.

Sheepskins.
—

The sales onMonday were dull,and late rates
barely maintained. The supply consisted chiefly of bare pelts and
shearlings or woolledpelts;the formerbrought 3d toIseach, the
latter la5d toIs9d.

Hides
—

Only a small inferior supply came to hand, one lot
only being fair-conditionedmedium quality, which sold at 15s, or
barely3^d;inferior heavy weights,12s 6d to13s6d each. Inthe
absence ofsailing freightsmarket is dull.

Tallow.— Marketis not so brisk for inferior parcels,pricesare
slightly e»sier fair medium quality sold at J827 to.£2B 10s

Grain.
— Wheat, good sound milling qualities are in activedemand, 5s 3d to 5s6d,but scarce. Some finesamplesof Southern

growth areonoffer. The Southern corps of this Province being
later inharvestinghavenot suffered to the Bame extent the earlier
districtshave, where it is found but littlereally sound ■^"n'nhas
teengathered. Secondarysamplesaresaleableforpresent delivery
at 4s toss,according toquality. Oats,old feed,aicmuch wanted;
farmers too busy to deliver;prices are advancing. We sold by
auction, to-day, about 4000 bushels inferior feed, 2s 5d to 2s 6d;
good feed at 2s 7d per bushel;milling are held for 2s 9d to3s.
Barley: Malting samples are inquired for, we sold 500 bags,
Riverton grown, at equal to 4s Gel per bushel here, and have
fartheroffers pending.

Me. Skenb reports for the week ending February 28, 1877 :
The month of February, just closed, has been veryirregular and
broken, both for employees andemployers. Harvest operations
havebeenmuch hinderedby floods in theprincipalgrain districts.
Work has ljeen plentiful enoughall along;butmen couldnot get
at it, so as to make the usual sum toput past for a dull season.
Now at the close of the montheverything is much improved, and
everyman, at all suited for out-door labor, can go to work full
ewing. Town trade moves along quietly;rather good carpenters
are well employed. The iion trade seems to drag very much.
Couples aremore asked for;only oddshepherds areneeded at this
season. Female servants,inalldepartments,areinbrisk demand
Too many city bred people,clerks, shopmen,&c,about. Wages—
Coupleß, £G5 to ,£80; ploughmen, .£52, .£55, and.£6O; day labor,
7a, 8&, and 9s;cooks, barmen, stewards, grooms, gardeners, <tc,
t'ss to50s per week;house girls,privatefamilies,10s to15s;hotel
girls, 12s,15s, andup to30;boys acdgirls, 6s, Bs,and 10s;dairy
hands, 15s and20s.

Mr. A.Mekcebreportsas follows for the weekending Febriwry 28,
1877. retail prices only :— Freshbutter, in J- and lib prints, Is 2d to
Is 4d;fresh butter, in lumps, Is; powderedand salt butter, Is 2d;
freehbutter is again plentiful, and the shops have again resumed salt-
irg down;but it will be good stock; salt butter, in kegs, has been
celling well at lOfcd to lid perlb. Cheese, is veryplentiful, andPro-
vincial cheese,pood quality.Is;English cheese, Is4d;eid*and rolled
bocon, lOd to lid; Colonial hams, Is 2d;English hai^a. Is 6d "
fggs are veryscarce,aud ngreatdifficu'ty insupplying ordersat 2a 6d
per doren.

Mb. M. C. Fleming reports (wholesale price?) for the week
ending February 28, 1877, us follows:

—
Oats (feed), per bushel

5a 4d;milling, 2s 6d. Wheat (chicks) 4s to 4s 6d. Bailey, malt
irq, 4s to 4i 6d; feed, 2a 6d to 3s. Pollard, scarce. Bran, £5,
bags imluded. Flour, large bags, £15; small, £15 10. Oatmeal,
£11. Potato*s,new, 5s per cwt. Hay (new), £8 10s;oldhay, £4,
per ton. Chaff, £4 103 per ton. Straw,±2 per ton.

Ms.J. Vezetreports for the week ending February 28, 1877:
—

Retail:Roast beef, 6d to8d per lb.; boiling do., 4d to s<i per lb;
atewingdo., 4d to6d per lb.; steak,Cd to9d perlb.; mutton,3d toCd

HIBERNIAN-AUSTRALASIANCATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

*-+
The firstanniversary of the establishmentof theH.A.C.B. SocietyinBlenheimwascommemorated on the13thof Februarybya most
enjoyable dinner at the South Star Hotel, the arrangementsforwhichdidthe greatestcredit to the host

—
Mr.J.Barry.

The Rev.Father Sauzeauhonored the Branchbyhispresence,
andmembers withtheirfriends,to thenumberof aboutforty,madeup the company.

Mr. T.O'Sullivanoccupiedthe chair, andin theabsenceof the
President thevice chair was takenby Bro.J.Morrison,P.P. Duejusticehavingbeendonetothe variousdelicacieswhichwere spreadin profusionupon the table, the Rev.Father Sauzeau rose topro-
pose the first toast,addressingthe companyto thefollowingeffect:"Mr.Chairman,Gentlemen, andBrothers,— The toastwhichIamgoingtopropose requiresallthe warmthof ourfeelingsandallthe energy of our faith;itis thehealthof ourHoly Father,PopePius IX. Thenameof thepresentPontiff willbefamous inhistory
for the lengthofhislife,forhereaches 85 years on the 13thofMaynext,butespeciallyby the lengthof hisPontificate,whichsurpasses
eventhatof St. Peterhimself. On the 21st of Junehe willhavebeen31years onthe throne of St.Peter. Gloriousand remarkableevents havesucceededoneanotherduring his reign, whichmakeitoneof themost remarkableof Pontificates. Theprincipalof theseare the ImmaculateConception, the Canonizationof the Japanese
Martyrs, the Vatican Council, and the famous Syllabus,by which
all the modernerrors were condemned. St. Malachy, Aichbishop
of Armagh,inhispropheticalvision,calls him "crossof thecross";
and great, indeed,have been the trials and the persecutionsofhiaenemies who haverobbed himlittleby littleof all thepatrimony
of St.Peter,and whohaveassailed the Churchinalmosteverypart
of the world. Hehas not an inchof groundhe may call his own,andyet, asthe Governorof Maltaremarked on asimilaroccasionabout two years ago, "no one can see him without admiringhiscalmnessandserenity." His words areflashedacross the worldby
the telegraph wires, andexcitethewrathof his enemiesand theun-
boundedadmirationofhischildren Nowonderthatwe,asCatholics,
are proudof so great aPontiff,andso letus wishourHolyFatherthe Pope long life, health, and prosperity, with the cessation of
persecution." Loud andcontinued applause. And the toast wasreceived withgreatenthusiasm.

TheChairmanthen proposed"Her MajestyQueen Victoria,"during whose long and prosperous reignthe positionof Catholicsthroughout theBritishEmpirehadbeenso much ameliorated, thattheyhad comparatively few grievances left, and evenIreland wasnow,atleast, ina fair wayto prosperity,andhe hadlittledoubtthat should the reign of Queen Victoria last a few yearslonger,andhe sincerely hopedit would, many other improvements wouldtake place,giving them stillmore occason for wishing "long lifeand every happiness to Her Most Gracious Majesty." Loudapplause. This toasthavingbeenmostloyally received,theChair-manproceeded to propose the "Governor of New Zealand/ onedoubtlesswell-fittedfor his exaltedstation, and against whom,atleast, theyknew nothing, and they should drink his healthmostheartilyasHer Majesty's faithfulandworthyrepresentative. Thistoasthavingbeenduly honored,the
"

Army,Navy,and Volunteers'*wereproposedina few appropriatewords by Mr.Casey.
Mr.T.O'Sullivan,as captainof volunteers,returnedhisheartythanks tothe company for the tribute theyhad paid to the threeservices. They knew that avery large proportion,both of army

andnavy,wereIrishmen, andfor thatreasonmostof the company
hadanadditional interest in their welfare, and he had nodoubtthey wouldallhopeand prayfor the success of those whoseduty itwas todefend theBritish Empire; andwhohad done so with the
greatest honor and success on many ahard fought field, wherestreams of Irish blood had flowed, commingled with that of thenatives of the sister isle. He wished, too, there were moreIrishamongthevolunteers,for as theymadegoodsoldiers,heknew theywouldalso gather laurelsin the capacity of volunteers,should that
force have unfortunately to be brought into active service.Applause.

Bro. J.Ward, jun.,saidhehad thehonor topropose "Healthand long life to the Clergy," coupled with the nameof theRev.Father Sauzeau
—

a toast which each one he knew well wouldre-ceive most enthusiastically, bothonaccount of the great worthofthe clergy themselves, andalso for the personalinterest eachone
must take in their presentwelfare for his ownsake. When one ofus, or our families, areattacked by disease, we are anxioustobewheresomephysician of reputecan be called in,and yetunder the
mostfavorablecircumstanceshe mayfail toeffectacure. But thepriest, whois the physicianof the soul, unlike those whoundera
take to cure our bodily ailments, has an infallible specific which*cannot fail inefficacy if the patient really desiresit. The wish tohaveonewith suchpowers at our call should be alone sufficient tomake us most enthusiastic;but we have also to consider the in-trinsic worthof theclergy themselves

—
theirlivesof self-sacrificeespeciallyof thosewhohavetornthemselvesaway fromtheir friendsandcountry to administerto the wantsof the peoplein these dis-tantlands. Unlikeother immigrants, they cam* withno prospectof improving their worldly circumstances, but, on the contrary,

witheveryprobability of having much more hardship toundergo
than had they remained in their mother country, and, perhaps,
scarcelyknowing where theywouldfindahouse whenovertakenby
ageandinfirmities. They wouldthen, hewasconvinced,drink with
enthusiasmto thehealthand long life ofthe clergy,andespecially
our ownbelovedpastor,theRev. Father Sauzeau,anl long mayhelive amoget üb. Applause. The toast was drunk amidst great
acclamation.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. Friday,March2, 1877.
perlb.;Teal,4d to 8dperlb.; pork,9d to104 per lb.; lamb,2s 6d to3s 6dper quarter.

COMMERCIAL.
Ms. Hsnby Deiveb (on behalf of the New Zealand Loan and

Mercantile Agency Co.) reports for theweekending February 28, as
follow!:—:

—
Fat Cattle.

—
AmoderateBupply of150head was yardedat the

marketto-day,chiefly of good to prime quality. The wholemet
ready sale at fullyup to last week's rates. Bestpens of bullocks
brought £9 10a to.£l2 17s 6d;do cows, £6 15s to.£lo— or equalto
VlB6dper lOOIbB. forprimequality.

PatCalves.
—

Only a few penned, which sold at from 20s to
SSe each.

Fat Sheep.
—

2000 werepenned,and all changed handsat late
<juotations-ysay,for best crossbreds, 9s to lla. One lot of medium
quality merinosbrought 6s. We quoteprime muttonat 2d to2£d
petlb.- Fat Lambs.

—
The market was much over-supplied with 500,

and in consequence prices recededaboutIs each. We quotebest
lambs at 6s 6d to7s 6d;medium,4s to5s 6d.
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