
A GOOD CAUSE.
♥»

Who is there that has not heard of the Nun of Kenmare ?—
aladywho, inamanner suited to the requirements of theday, has revived the labors of the cloisters of the middleages, and is conferring upon the literary world works of

emintnt merit, which are all the more valuable that they
bear the impress of truth,and are calculated toserve as anti-dotes for thepoison that isuniversallydisseminated by meansof theanti-Catholic press. For such poison isuniversal, andprevails to adegree that would be simply ludicrous wereit
not also wicked, andin contemplating which we feel affectedsomewhatas we are when viewing the antics of adrunkard,
and are dividedbetween a propensity to ridicule his absurdity
anda sense that we should,to act properly, be filled onlywithdisgust athis vice.

It is indeed hardlypossible to openabook by a Protes-
tant writer, much less a newspaper under non-Catholic con-duct, withoutbeing in something or other offended. Writersseem in this respect to claim for themselves complete im-
munity,and to assume a permission to make statements, or
to introduce into theircompositions illustrations, that uttered
concerning anysecular matter would cover them with con-fusion as egregious dunces, or secure for thema well-meritedcastigation due to unblushing calumniators.

We would gladly, as in fact ithasbeen suggested to us,
adopt thebelief that the persons whoact in themethod weal-ludeto,wereactuatedonlybyignorance orexcusableprejudice,
andinmanyinstances it maybe so. Nay more, inthe case ofordinary literati quotingfrom thepast,weshouldsay that such
verygenerallyis thetruth, for wecannotsupposethat it iscom-mon formen, even were theysufficiently learned for thepur-
pose, to act so base a part as that, for example,acted with
regvdto the writingsof St. Eligius by the historian,Mos-
*eim, whenbygarblingthe teaching of the saint,takingouta
sentence here anda phrase there, and joining the remainder
together ad libitum,he completely distorted the meaningof
the passage operated upon and, while he cast a temporaryand partial shadow over the memory of the author of the
■work mutilated,coveredhi3own reputation with, infamy inthe eyesof allhonest men. But wecannot acquit those who
would endeavor to make it appear, as it often happens,
that contemporaryCatholic clergymen have transgressed the
preceptsofcharity or counselled a breach of thepeace, that
the Holy Father has issued adecree de karetico comburendo,
that members of the Churchhave, assuch, beenguilty of
all manner of enormities,or some such affair. These scribes,
we shouldsay, act inpuremalevolence,and in the falsehoodswith which they decorate their emanations presentto their
leaders matter that is entirely original, unbiassed quite by
the conclusions of prejudiced historians, or the fiats of shal-low theologians;and to them we wouldin all sincerity sug-
gestas their just motto aline more fitted to their use than
to that of the writer to whom it is jestingly applied by
Father Proct,in whose 'Relique3' we findit'

Nostra damua cumfalsadatnusnam fallerenostrum est."
But whether in ignorance, or whether in malice, antiCatholic utterances are rife, so that it has become a matter

of the highest importance to supply a class of literature
wherein truth and justice will be attendedto, and which the
young and those whoare not fully instructedmayread with-
out danger to their faith. The task is aHerculean one, forthe influence of that which it seeks to undermine has been
growing for three centuries, and amongst those who have
contributed to its growth are to be found many namesindi-cativeof the highestpowers of intellect. But, nevertheless,the valiant sisters of St.Clare in their convent at Kenmaredo notshrink from thesight of the difficulty. Emboldenedby whathus already been done by one of their sisterhood,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Thb newsreceivedby telegram,via SanFrancisco, seems anj-
thing rather than specifically peaceable. As matters stand at
present, it wouldbe quite impossible to predict what turnevents
may take,but for our ownpart we cannot see how awar between
Russia and Turkey could occur without involving other powers,
at least towards its close.

On Saturday last the employes of the firm of Messrs Milk,
Dick, and Co., Dunedin, by which the Nsw Zealawd Tahlbt ie
printed andpublished,wereentertained"at a luncheon givenby the
directors of the Tablet Company on the occasion of the change
madein theformof their journal,andinrecognitionof thesatisfac-
tory manner inwhichthe typography under the directionof Mr.
Woodifield, and the printing in connectionwith the paper have
always been performed. Mr. J. J. Connor, the Chairmanof the
Boardof Directors, presided.

The ship Calypso, which in our last issue we announcedas
about to sail for Londonon the 24th ult,was detainedatPort
ChalmersuntilTuesday last.

The Wellington
"
Times

'
makes merryatthe expenseofcertaim

gentlemenwho,itis reported,design toexchange01ago forMexico,
and who,instead of staying to render obedience to the gentlebe
hests thatissuefrom theEmpireCity,are,according tothesatirizing
journal,anxious toembracedictatorshipandrevolutionarylife. Ifc
does not,however, requireany very far sighted seer toforetellthat
erelong the Government of Washington will aye extendedit»
authority as far as the Isthmus of Panama,and that consequently
our emigrated fellow-colonistswould find themselvesatno distant
periodcitizens of the Great Republic.

The collectionmade at the dedication of St. Columbkille'w
Church,Riverton,on Sunday, the 18th ult., amountedonly to £67
insteadof £100 as statedin the report of ourcorrespondent.

We have to request that all agents, subscribers, and other
partieswhoareindebtedto theN. Z.TabletCompany, willkindly
settle their accounts with the Manager of the Company at their
earliest convenience, as preparations are about to be made for
striking the yearly balance sheet.

Mr.Pearsos hasbrought anaction against the Corporationof
Dunedinin their capacity of localBoardof Health. The case will
beheard inthe Resident Magistrate'sCourt on the7th instant.

The Winton. correspondent of the
" Weekly Times

' saye:
—
I

understandthat our Roman Catholic fellow-townsmenhavepar-
chasedan eligible site upon which they intend at once toerecta
chuich. Theministrations of theRev. Father Higgins areveiy
acceptablehere,notonly to the actualmembersof hiß communion,
but tomanyothers,andit will bewell forallwhenasuitableplace
of worshipisprovided.

ThbCricketMatch with theEnglish Elerencommences inDun«-
din to-dar. We understand thatat the request of his Worship tbe
Major, the erent will be celebratedbj the observation of a hfttf
holidaj in town.
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inanity. Tbe men whoestablished andcarried to the highestperfection, the schools,universities,orphanages, asylums, whohave been the sole teachers of the nations, the advocates ofliberty, the framersof theglorious constitutions of thecivilisedworld, the architects, printers, philosophers, statesmen, war-riors, navigators, for fifteen hundred years and more, have,
according toour modern instructor,been the bane, the curseofhumanity, from whom free-thought is slowly, onlyslowly,
but surely liberttting it. Such is the new Christianity,
morality, and education, introduced into Dunedin by free-thought. But we need proceed no further. Mr. GEi.Hi.ichas taken up the defence of the Bible andChristianity againstthe assaults of Mr.Bright,and they are foemen worthyofeachother's steel.

and who hasbeen widely recognisedas an authoress endowed
with talents not inferior to those which rank firs!atthe pie-,
sent day,and anxiousto carryon farther theworthyenterprise
whichhas gainedfor them theapplauseof the wholeCatholic
world andthe approbation of its great head,theHoly Pontiff,
Pius IX., theyare desirous of extendingtheir labors,andhats
for that end made preparations which itonly needs a fundl
amountingto about £1,000 to perfect. For this object they
have issuedan appeal which hasbeen forwarded farand wide
and which we trust will meet with such a responseas -mil
enable the spiritedcommunity to accomplish thegood -work
that theyhave taken inhand."Providence seems to have givenin our daya great-mis-
sion to the Catholic press," says the Holy Father. "It»
for it to preserve the principles of order and faith,where
theyprevail,and to propagate them where impiety andcold
indifference havecaused themto be forgotten."

Such is the authority which those who are engagedin
promoting Catholic literatureact upon,and it is one which
undoubtedly ought to secure for them the hearty co-operation
of all whoprofess the faith. No utterance that faltafrom
the lips of the SovereignPontiff isfeeble or of triflingimport,
and that which he has pointed out as the engine by which
the principlesof faithand order are to bepreservedandpro-
pagated is surely deserving of the support of those who
acknowledgehim to be their father. But too often we find
them act asif the contrary were the case, toooften we find
them helping to maintain organs that,in return for the aid
theyreceive, do not cease to overwhelm withinsolence and
contempt all that their Catholic supporters hold as most
sacred, whilst those that study to uphold the dearest interests
of moralityand religion areneglected;so that the former are
encouraged,by the verypeople theyopenlydespise,to continue
vigorously in tbeir evil course,and the latter are relegated to
a subordinate position, in which it is impossible for them to
accomplish the good they are capable of performing, and
wouldperform were theyduly supported.
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