
Lectures onScientificTheologyare beingopenedinBelgium. At
Tournai,Bruges, and Ghentregularconferencesare about tobe given
tolaymen by learned divines,specially authorised for thatpurpose by
the bishops of the dioceses. The

'
BienPublic,' in announcing this

movement, says
" that there cannotbe a greater mistake thanto iup-.

pose thattheologicalknowledgeis the exclusivepropertyof theclergy,
and that in these days of conflict; it is especially desirablethat the.
laity should understandtheologicalquestions."
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landhas also admitted the glories of thechisel of Foley, andthe
pencilofMaclise;while eventhe most aristocratic drawing-rooms
haveechoed tothe glorious lyrics ofMoore. But, afterall,this did
not realisethereal importance af the "IrishinEngland!" That
hasnowbeenbrought distinctly tothe front.

Nothinghas everoccurred till now whichproves thatthere isin Great Britain a strong body which may almost be called
anIrishnation. This body cannot be less in number than twomillions,and, as the Irish in Great Britain are no longer mere"

hewers ofwood and drawers of water," their political power'is-
beginning tobe felt. The municipalelectionswhichhaverecently
takenplace in the large towns of England indicate plainly,and
beyondallcontroversy that Ireland's nationalcause willno longer
be withoutfriends(andstrong friends too)in theEnglish corpora-
tions. Infourteentownsmenhavebeenreturnedwhoarepledged
tosupport the just demandof Ireland for HumeRule. InLiver-poolDr, Cummins, an Irishman, and an eminent memberof theEnglish bar,and longpresident of the English HomeRaleCon-federation,wasreturnedinpreference toanothercandidate whowas
notin favorof HomeRule. Inanother wardin the samecity Dr.
Bligh,aHomeRuler, was returned, and in some othercases the
candidates wonover the Irishvotebyadeclarationinfavorof Home
Rule. Wemight write similarlyofmany other places,butthere is
no necessity for entering into localdetails. Itis thereforenotwithout good cause that the Executive Committee of the HomeRule Confederation has passed a resolution congratulating the
IrishinEngland on these triumphs of thegoodcause. Thereis no
doubtthatavast amount of good willbe donebothtoEngland and
to Irelandby events whichhaveshown that there isanawakening
in this countryof a spiritof fairplay to Ireland, and thatnational
prejudice is atlastgivino-place to a senseof justice.

On onepoint,however, wecontinue tohold firmly to the opin-
ion wehaveoftenputforward, namely, that the sacred principles
ofdenominationaleducationarenevertobe sacrificed toanypoliti-
calquestions. Protect the religious education of thepeople,and
nextafter thatboldly guard their politicalrights. That is ourun-
shaken creed.

— '
Universe.'

A HORRIBLE STORY.
The tavern of the "GoldenOmelette" is situated closeunder thefortificationwallsof the city of Radna. Itsproprietor,Trouilleson,
is a manof gigantic stature, an old soldier of the Austrianarmy,jghowasblindedby theexplosionof acannonwhilefiring asalutem the forts at Trieste. Returning to his native city withhismistress, a fine-lookingRussian woman of the Volga,hestarted thehouse of call for beggars, which he,up toa few weeksago,directedand made moneyof. Thehouse is along, low,ramblingstructure—

anondescriptofbrick, stone, and wood— andwhendescendedonby thepolice served as shelter for nearly two hundredmen, wo-men, and children, all of whom, with the exceptionof about adozen,wereprofessionalbeggars. Uponthearrest of itshost, hewas discoveredto be worth, in money deposited in the ImperialBank,over $100,000dollars
—

an enormous fortune for the countryinwhichhe lived. How this money was obtainedwas the crown-ing horror of the entire affair. Antoine Cherguille, nicknamed'" The Player,"is the brother of Trouilleson'smistress. Amono-the frequentersof the "GoldenOmelette
"

heis calledthe
"

Opera-teur." Hois aman of over fifty,and for the last thirty years ofhis lifehasbeenengagedinthebusinessof manufacturingcripples
From the evidence given at the trial, which is likely to send
him to the guillotine, his method of procedure is as follows:—The membersof a gang of kidnappers,organisedby his sister andher sightless paramour, have for the last twenty years beenen-gaged in stealing childrenfrom the various citiesof the Empire.Theunfortunate little ones werebrought tothe head-quartersatRadna, wherethey passed into the mercilesshands of the "opera-
teur./ He took charge of them in a separate section of the inn,where,assisted by a coupleof surgeons, whose vices hadreducedtheni tohis ownlevel, andby his ownknowledgeof anatomy

—
forhehadstudied the art itself inhis youth— heevolvedthe terribly-crippled spectres who have so long pestered the pilgrims of St.Nepomuck. At the time of his arrest three chilren, in various

stagesof convalesence from mutilation, were found on the filthy
cotsof this demoniachospital. One of them, apretty girlof five,had her right hand amputated. The other two, both boys, hadlost theirbands andfeet respectively. Inapit under the floor, inone corner of the torture-chamber, were found the putrifyingremnants of a dozen human members, buried in a compost ofchlorideof limeandquick lime. Chexguille manifestednoemotionuponhis arrest,but utterly refused to render anyinformation, andhasbeenobstinatelysilent since. At the time the arrest wasmadethebusiness of the infamous den was in full blast. In the lon<*commonroom ahundred miserablewrecks of humanity,armless

3,
legless, handless, footless, blind, and awfully disfigured, congre-gatedaboutlong tables. The smokeof theirpipesveiledthe scene,
the reekof their foulmeat tainted the air, and the clatteringoftheir crutches, the curses, shrieks,andloud conversationall aboutdeafened theordinaryear. Upontheentranceof thedetectivestheymerely lookedup,and noting the artfully disguished figures, tookthemforstrangebeggars,andcontinued their orgies withouthonor-
ing them with any further attention. The house had beensur-rounded withadouble cordon of police, andat anappointedsignalthe descent wasmade. The result was that all the frequenters oftheplace wereseized,withoneexception. This,singularlyenough,was a man without legs who managed to conceal himself in thecellar, andeventuallymade hisescape. Theprisonerswereat onceloadedinto a special train and conveyed to Vienna. There thepromise of pardon inducedanumber of themtoaseriesof confes-
sions. The art of crippling children was, it seems, not the onlyonepractisedby the " operateur." More thanone poor innocenthadbeen wilfully blindedby the atrocious torturer, andat the trialthree such victims of his infamous business were produced. Themoney gained by these children wasdivided between Cherguilleandhis sister andher paramour. Theunfortunatelittle ones werecloselywatched, andno avenueof escape left open to them. Thatthe circumstancesof the case werenot altogether unknown to theauthoritiesat Radna is patent from the fact that the Mayor and

(
twoother officialshave been arrested for accepting bribes tohushthe matterup.—' Pilot.'

IRELAND IN ENGLAND.
leelxndis now proved to extendpolitically far beyond the o- o-e-graphicallimits of the

"
EmeraldIsle." The Atlantic Oceanandthe IrishSea are no longer the waters by which (as the schoolbookssay)"Irelandis bounded." There is not only anIrelandathome,butanIrelandbeyond the Atlantic,strongandgrowing intostill greater strength, andwhose vote is countedasa thing of"greatpoliticalimportance. The poor down-troddenvictims of many aheartlesseviction, who fled fromaland which (though their nativesoil) wasto them no longer a home, have grown up beyond thebroadwaters intoa new nation. In other parts of the world thesame wondrous*"*hangehas taken place. Go to Australia, andanIrishnation willbe found there, led onby suchmenasDuffy andothers, whohave brought to that distant colony great talent,de-votedlove for Irelandand indomitableenergy. Many other landscan tell the same tale. Infact, the Irishmanmay saywithperfecttruth,in the words of Virgil:—

Quae regio in terria, nostrinonplena laboris.
But it is only now thatit is discovered that there is also anIrelandin England. Longhas itbeen known,andadmittedevenby England, that Irelandgaveto that countrymanyofits greatest

citizens. The magnificent eloquenceofBurke, thebrilliantpowers
of Sheridan,whose unmatchedoratoryacted like a spellupon theSenate, and whose wit blazed like a meteor even in the hostileatmosphereof London; the sweetpoems of Goldsmith, whose im-mortal linesglow with freshbeauty as oftenas they areread. Allthese andmanyothersare ownedtohavebeenreallygreat.

"
En<>--

GENERAL NEWS.
TheSacred College of Cardinalsis composed,ingreatdegree,

of Prelates far advancedinyears. Itis tobeexpected, therefore,
that death should make frequent inroads upon their number. A
submarinecable dispatch, on the Ist of December, reportedthe
decease of his Eminence Cardinal Patrizi. He studied for the
sacredofficeof thepriesthood,andafter abrilliantcollegiatecareer,
was ordained. His promotion in the Church was rapid. He was
created a Cardinal on the 11th of July, 1836. Subsequently he
became Dean of the Sacred College, and also held the titles of
Arch-Bishop of Ostia and Velletri,Aichpriest of the Basilica of St.
Johnof Lateran,andGrand Prior of the Order of Malta. He was
highly esteemed forhis zeal, learning, ability, anddevotion. His
HolinessPius IX.was warmly attached tohim,andhis deceaseis
the subjectof greatsorrow andgrief.

The Eight Hon.James Whiteside, whose death is announced,
was a distinguished Irish orator. He was called to the Bar in
1830, androserapidly in bis profession. He was counsel for the
defence of O'Connell in 1843, on which occasion he delivereda
powerfuloration. He also defendedSmithO'Brienandbis fellow-
prisoners in 1848, and acquired greatpopularity in Ireland, in
1862,as the successful advocate of Teresa Longworth inthe triai
toestablish the validity of her marriage with Major Yelverton.
Mr. Whiteside was a strong Conservative, and held important
official positions, attaining in 1865 the Chief Justiceshipof the
Queen's Bench in Ireland. He wasauthorof three historicworks
concerning Italy.

"We areglad to learn thatanewCatholicCalendar is about to
bepublished inParis. All calendars hithertohave shownthem-
selves indifferent toCatholicity;but the new one is to indicate
throughout the year with precision the "decrees of councils, the
causesof schisms, thespoliationsof theChurch, the glorious inter-
ventionsof the Popesin allthegreat factsof history, theCrusades
and their results, etc." Almanacs and calendars, bothinFrance
and Italy,havebeenmade oflate greatinstruments forthe spread
of opinions,bothpoliticalandreligious,hostile toChristiansociety.
But now,so old and celebrated a firm as Pirmin-Didotthinksit
worththeir while tobring out for thenew year asplendidquarto
volume of 600 pages, at a price of 25 and30 francs, embellished
with fourteen chromo-lithographic and two hundredordinary en-
gravings, "of the highest character of Christian art," entitled,"La Sainte Vierge," andeditedby the Canon ofPoitiers.

Thereceiptsof the Society for thePropagationof theFaith,for
the year1875,amounted to $1,119,493. Of this sum $193,410 were
spenton the missions inEurope;$587,252 on those inAsia;141,-
077 on those inAfrica; $161,788 on thoseinAmerica; $106,639 on
those inAustralia,and $71,843onvarious items.

InFrance the schools that areunder the care of the Christian
Brothers, have attained a wonderful superiority over secular
schools. Atarecent examination in Paris for places insuperior
schools, the pupilsout of theChristianBrothers'schools wonforty-
six out of the fifty places, leaving only four opento thepupils of
the secular schools.
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