
On Saturdaylast, the 17th inst., the employees of Messrs.Mills,
Dick and Co.'s printing establishment (Tablet office) played a
match atMontecillo. The day wasall that could be desired,and

most enjoyable afternoon was spent. The match wasMarried».
members of thefirm

—
eightof theBenedicksplayingtwelve

of the single men. The singlemenwerecaptainedbyClaxton, the
marriedbyWoodifield. The marriedmen werethe first toappear
at the wickets;Gresham and McDermott facing the bowling of
Woods and Julius. McDermott opened the ball by a good drive
for 2 offWoods,andquicklyplaced4moretohis credit. Grosham
followed suit in the next over by scoring a few singles, when
McDermottgaveachancetoShepard(A.),whichheheld. 1

—
6— 8.

Woodifield was the next to appear,the score running up rapidly.
Thesetwobatsmen wereexpectedtorender agoodaccountofthem-
selves,but Gresham was finely caught by Woods, after making
5 singles. 2—2

—
5—16.5
—

16. Caradus suppliedhisplace,amd soonmade
anice 3 hit. These two players kept the field moving, until a
pretty ball from Woods shivered Caradus' timbers. 3—3

—
B—2B.8

—
28.

Woods wasnow wellon the wickets, andsent Jolly, thenextman,
awaywithhis first ball. 4—4 — o—2B.0

—
28. Ryan now made his appear-

ance, and from his well-known "sticking" propensities, it was
thought it wouldenable Woodifieldto tot up a good score,for he
seemedwellset;but,after a few overs, he was cleverly caught by
Claxton at mtf-off. 5—16—36. Ryan added 3, Harwood 1, a
substitute for M'Mahoncarrying out his bat for 3. There were 9
extras,making the total51. The singlemennow took possession
ofthe willows, sending inTerry and Shepard (C.) to the bowling
of Gresham and Caradus. Terry gave Gresham a chance in the
firstover,whichhe wasnottooproudtorefuse. 1

—
0

—
0. Barclay

joined Shepard,butCaradus sent Shepard tothe right-about after
Bcoring1. 2—2

—
I—l.1
—

1. Pilling wasnext,butwas stumpedbyWoodi-
field withoutscoring. BarclayandBaylis3 werenow together,and
a few maiden overs took place;Caradus giving too many wides.
The captain took his end, andBayliss' wickets fell inhis first over.
3—3
—

4—5.4— 5. Things were looking rather gloomy for the singlemen
untilWoodsmadehisappearance, whichhe signalised by sending
the "leather"allover the field. Barclay wasstumpedbyWoodi-
field. M'Donaldfollowed,andafter carefullydefendinghis wickets
for several overs, he gave one to Woodifield, whichwas collared.
7—2—16. Thenext four wickets fell tothebowling ofWoodifield,
only adding 2 to the score, Woods carrying out his bat for acare-
fully got16. There were16 extras given by the Benedicks, which
showeda lamentable looseness in the field, thusbringing up the
single men's score to47, the married mengaining,the victory by
4runs. Subjoinedare the scores indetail:

—
Married. Single.Greaham,c Woods 5 Terry, c Gresham 0McDermott,c Shepard ... 6 Shepard, A., bWoodifield 5Woodifield,c Claxton ... 16 Shepard, C,b Caradus ... 1Caradus,bWoods 8 Barclay,st Woodifield ... 1

Jolly, bWoods 0 Pilling, stWoodifield ... 0
Ryan,c Pilling 3 Bayliss,bWoodifield ... 4Harwood, bJulius 1 Woods, not out 16Substitute, not out ... 3 M'Donald, c Woodifield ... 2

Extras 9 Julius, bWoodifield ... 1— Claxton,bWoodifield ... 0
Total 51 Russell, bWoodifield ... 0

Tierney,bWoodifield ... 1
Extras 16

Total 47

CELEBRATION OF CECIL'S HOLIDAY IN AUCK-
LAND, A.D. 1876.

A bHOKT paragraphappearedin the 'Herald' to the effect thatthe
271st anniversary of the GunpowderPlot was celebrated in Auck-
land asusualon the sthNovember.

This little announcement seenis at first sight, and to the
generalreader,averytrivialandinnocent matter,not worth serious
notice, and,nodoubt, was inserted without the mostremoteinten-
tion of iniuring any one. Yet it may excusably be viewedina
serious light,as tending most cruelly and unjustly to loadwith
infamy, the memory of the general body of theRoman Catholics
who livedin the ieignof James 1.,and to insult the feelingsof the
Roman Catholic subjects of theQueen inour day,andexpose them
tounjust odium andsuspicionin the eyes of their fellow-subjects
ofother creeds.

The paragraph referred to,short thoughit be, andharmless
though it seem,may be said to contain a whole volume of most
injurious historicalmisrepresentation,damagingto thememoryof
the dead, and unjust towards the characterof the livingmembers
of the Roman Catholic Church. It implies,if it do not actually
assert,that the Gunpowder Plotwas the work of theCatholic body
collectively;that,at all events, they who plannedandattempted
to put it in execution had the sympathy of the leaders of the
Catholic parcy;thatCatholics generally wishedit tosucceed,and
that such a scheme is sanctioned by the tenets of the Catholic
religion. All this, ifImistake not,is implied in the annual cele-
brationof the GunpowderPlot. Yetitis the very oppositeof the
truth. That a most diabolical plot was concocted by some nine
men,reputedtobe,orprofessingtobe, RomanCatholics, but who
inrealty wereno Roman Catholics at all but sons of Belial,and
fanatics more fit for alunatic asylum thananything else,is awell
attestedhistoricaltruth. Buttherespectableleadersof theCatholic
party,and the Catholics generally,had no moreconnectionwithit
orguiltyknowledgeof it thanthemaninthemoon. They regarded
the conspiratorsandtheir attemptedplot withhorror andindigna-
tion. The first respectable Catholic who gotanyhintof it,Lord
Monteagle,immediately communicatedwith the.Government,andled to the exposure of the plot ostensibly. But there are not
wanting respectable Protestant historians,who have, entertained,

THE FENIAN PRISONERS.

TwopatrioticIrishmenof London,Messrs.CollinsandRyan,suc-ceededinobtaining aninterviewwithSergeantMcCarthy inChat-ham prison. A "visit" excludes so much as theclaspof ahand,were it even a brother's. Nothing but the claim of kinship isallowed as a reason to admit a visitor withinhearingof the con-demned. As aconsequenceofthoseharshrules mostoftheFeniansinprisonhavenever been cheered by one friendlyvoice fromthebeginning of their terribledoom tothepresent day. Alleffortstosee Chambers(supposed tobe inPortlandwithO'MeagherCondon)haveprovedunavailing. Messrs. Collins and Ryan found them-selves at last,after passing through manyiron gatesandcourts,
in the fencedand sub-dividedkind of cage whichis the visiting-
roomof Chathamprison. A fewminutesmoreandasingle fi«mreinconvict dress, but without chains, appeared between guards,
whoentered the cage. It was Sergeant McCarthy,pennedup ina
compartment orhuman horse-box,barricaded withwoodand wiretellis-work. Betweenhim andhis visitors wasstationedawarderin thepresence of whom everywordmustpass across thatlisten-ing warder. The semi-shavingofpoor McCarthys head,by whichthe hairhashardly time to grow when it is againcroppedclosegives almost askull-likeaspect to the wanman's appearance. Ashe lookedout wistfully from behind the gratings of his ca<»e atthe friends who would have brought him comfortif theycould,whatcouldbesaidin twentyminutesinsuchaplace? McCarthyspokeof his wife andfamily,of the lovehebore them,of thedesiretohavetheeducationofhis childrenprovidedfor. Againandagain
he thankedhis visitors. He took thesightof theirfacesas aglimpse
of paradise. There wasdeephorror ineveryallusionto the fright-
ful companionship to which he was condemned. The repulsive,
scoundrelly yoke-mateswere,asdoubtlessthegovernmentintended!the worstportionof the mental and moral torture tobe inflicted
"as longas life shalllast"upon theIrishrebel. There couldonly
behalf allusions on such a subject, but his visitors understoodthem. They learned that O'Brien, who is confinedinChatham,havingprotestedagainstbeingcoupledwithsomedesperateruffian,
waspunishedfor refusal by being put into the chain-gang. PoorMcCarthy cannot sleep at night except inahalf-sitting position,on accountof heartdisease; his food wascoarse,anddestituteofthe nourishmenthe ought, under his condition,tohare. He hadheardof the escapeof the Australianprisoners. The warderagaininterposed. McCarthy saidthere wasascareinChatham, too,andthe warderscamearound several times in thenight, -wakinghimup toseeif hehadorhad not escaped througha three foot wall.The wardersaidhe must stop that sort of talk. McCarthy is apractical Catholic, and bears agood character withalltheprisonauthorities,from theGovernor down. O'Brien, for anattempt topick ahole throughbis cell wall, was kept inchains inadarkcellforsomesixmonths. Suchistheprisonlifeof two of the Fenianprisoners.— Trans-Atlttrticia tne"IrishWorld/
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andexpresseda strong suspicion that Cecil was at thebottomoftheplot flimself;that, touse their words, "itwasforged on Cecil'sanvil;" thatthe conspirators were his tools and dupes,andcon-
sequently theplot could neverhaveissued, inmisohief toany one.
Hepulledthe wireshimself,andbyhis emissaries couldpounceon
theconspiratorsat anymoment. TTi« object was to turn the King
and thenation against theCatholics,and tofix alasting stigma ontheirnameandreligion. TheKing himself, after thediscoveryof
theplot, in his address from the throne, acquitted the Catholic
body of any connection with it, andsaidtheguilt of it was charge-
able only on the few desperadoeswho were engaged in it. The
tenets of the Catholic religion sanction no such schemes. Hpweffectually the crafty Cecil has succeeded in. casting unjustly alastingstigmaonCatholics and their religion by meansof this hisplot,if the suspicionsof Protestantauthors that itemanated from
him be well founded, is shown by the above paragraph in the'Herald/ pennednearly threecenturiesafterCecil's death.

James I.used to call the sth November"Cecil's Holiday."
He knew wellCecil's object in instituting such a holiday. TheGunpowder Plot,"Cecil's Holiday," is not now commemoratedinEngland as it was at no distantperiod,by a"specialservice"inthe Church of England, andby Government ordering the firingof
aroyalsalute tothankGodfor thepretendedorsham"deliverance"
of theKing andParliament from the horrid"Papists." But theday, as we see, is still celebratedpublicly, and the celebration
announcedthrough thepress. Thelittleboys on the streets who
celebrate the day have some notion of it

—
a vivid, though falsenotion, suchasIhaveexposedabove. Theywill inprocess oftime,

growup tobeelectors, orpossiblysome of them membersof Par-liament, and they will carry with them, into thepolling boothorParliament, thoseunjustprejudices against their Catholic fellow-citizens which their false historical readings and impressionsarecalculatedto produce. Errorsandprejudices imbibedand fosteredinyouth aredifficult toshake off inafter life. Insomecountries,
Ireland for instance, party demonstrations of an irritating andoffensive kind are forbiddenby law, andproperly so,as theymayleadtoabreachof thepeace. InEngland or the colonies thereis
noriskof anybreachof thepeacefromtheinsulting.demonstrations
on "Cecil's Holiday." But is it the correct, or respectable, or
manly thing to insult publicly any person's feelings, or permitthemtobe insulted,merely because it maybedone withimpunity?
Perhaps the Government, theheadof thepolice, andthepress willanswer thatquestion.

It is most extraordinaryto see with what brazen assurancesomeeditors in this colonypublish the most groundless and in-jurious statements respecting the clergy of the RomanCatholicclergy,from the Pope downwards. One wouldfancy arespectfor
their own reputationwould restrain them from doing such acts.
A Dunedin paper tells its credulous readers,that Pius IX. hasactuallyfulminatedadegreeordering certain persons tobeburnt.
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