
(From our Daily .Contemporaries.)
London, February 8.

Peacenegotiations between thePorte andServiaandMontenegro
have been suspended.

Wheatis declining.
"February 9.

Granville urges unity of action between the EuropeanPowers
with a view to coercingthePorteintotheacceptanceof theirproposals.

TheDukeof Argyll andthe Marquis of Hartington accuse the
Government of changing its policy. HartingtonBays that Salisbury
deservedthe thanks of the country for restoring the ententecordialc
between England and Russia, and for having made Turkey under-
stand her relations towards England and the other Powers under the
Treatyof1856.

February 11.
TheRussian Press considers itis needless for the Czar to make

waruponTurkey, whose fall, he says, will be quicker from internal
anarchy than from foreignattack.

The impositionof a land tax has given rise to serious riots in
Japan.

A Dublin correspondentBtates that the statistics of Irishcrime,compiledbyDr.Neilson Hancock, the Governmentstatisti-cian inIreland, show that agrarian outrages decreasedinnumberduring the eleven years from1864 to 1875, and were fewer by
seventy-sevenin1875 thanin1874. During thefirst sevenmonthsof1876,however, there has been an increase to 139 as compared
with82 in the first sevenmonths of 1875. The agrarianoutrages
areinmany instances of theminorclass,but the freshoutbreakofthisclassofcrimeis sofaranunsatisfactoryindication, Thegeneral
conditionof Ireland as to crime is in no way alarming. The
amountof serious crimeoverthe wholecountryhas diminishedforfiveyears insuccession; the numberof crimes in1875 is less thaninany year since 1864. The tables of reference to the Dublin
policedistrictrecordastartling exceptiontothese decreases. In
the City ofDublincrime is seriouslyon the increase. While theaveragefor allIrelandof indictable offencesnot disposedof sum-
marily is twelve,crimes in the Dublin district reached110 in the10,000 ofpopulation;andof the 6,598 indictableoffencesnot dis-posedof summarily inIreland, 3,725, or more thanhalf,occurred
in theDublin district, which contains only one-sixteenth of the
population of Ireland. "The great problem indicated by the
statisticsofIrish crimein1875," saysMr.Hancook, "ishow todeal
with towncrime." Alargeamount of crimeinDublinis referable
todrunkenness.

A largeaudiencehasbeenattractedto theBrooklyn Academyof Music to hear John O'Connor Power lecture on "Wit and
Humour." On the stage werea number of clergymen and well-
known Irish-Americans. Rev. Father McGuire, of St. Paul'sChurch, for thebenefit of which the lecture wasdelivered,intro-ducedMr. Power ina short speech. Mr. Power beganhis lecturebydefining wit andhumor, during whichhe quoted fromHarlet,Thackeray, and Webster, giving the latter credit for the bestdefinitionof the terms

—
Webster describing wittobe"a felicitousassociationof objects not usually connected, so as to produce a

pleasantsurprise,also the power of readily combining objectsin
suchamanner;" whilehe defines humor tobe "that qualityofthe
imagination whichgives toideasawildor fantastic turn, £hd tendstoexcite laughteror mirthby ludicrousimagesorrepresentations."'
Mr.Power argued that a man without wit or humor inhim waslike him who had "no music in his soul -," he was fit only for"strategemsandspoils," as Shakspearesays. Whateverproduces
cheerfulnessanddrives awaymelancholyis ablessingtomankind,
andhence thebenefit conferredby witsandhumoristsonthe world
at large. After abrief introductionof his subject in this way,the
lecturerproceededto give numerous striking illustrationsof wit
and humor, quoting with telling effect from such noted wits asCurranandDean Swift, aswell asthe sayings ofhis owncolleagues
inParliament.

A report of a most remarkable circumstance comesfrom thewesternpart of Hamilton, N.Y. In fact, the circumstancescon-cerning the storyare such that they wouldreceivebutlittle cre-
dence wereitnot for the fact that the reportcomes fromareliablesource. It appears that in the wilderness of this country therelivedasturdy countryman named John Dunning, withhis family,
inarudehut of his own construction. Recently,Dunning saw a
bear passingnear hia house, whereupon he immediatelypreparedhimself witharifle and hunting-knife, and withhis dogstartedin
pursuit of Bruin. Night came on and he did not returntohis
humbleabode. The following day passed and yethedidnot re-turn, much to thedisappointmentandfears of his wife. The thirddayshe went toa neighboring settlement, and related the circum-
stancesof Dunning's starting in pursuitof abear andof his con-
tinuedabsence. She enlisted the assistance of a coupleof men,
who plunged into the wilderness in search of the missing man.After a most fatiguing search, lasting several hours, they cameupon the mangled remains of Dunning and his dog, whilenear
them lay three dead panthers. Two of them, young ones,bore
marks of having beenshot by Dunning, whilethemother mether
death when fighting Dunning, whohadplunged his hunting-knife
into her vital parts, where it was found sticking by the
searchers. Dunning, while followingthe bear,hadprobably been
intercepted by these more voracious animals,and methis deathwhile protectinghis personfromthe gnashing jawsof themother
whose young he had slain. Dunning ha9a brother living at
Foster'sMill,inFulton County, who is responsiblefor this state-
mentof amostunusual resultof adesperateencounter.

A valley has recently attracted attention on King's River,
Fresno County, Cal, which is forty-five miles long fromeast towest,andaverages half a mile wide at thebottom. TheFresno"Republican' says:— "It lies 5,000 feet above the sea, and itswalls, which are about 3,000 feet high, areveryprecipitous. Inthis valley anewgrove of colossal redwoodtreeshas beendiscov-
ered. One of them eclipses all that has been discovered onthe
Pacific Coast. Its circumference,as high asaman canreachandpass a tape-line around, is a few inches less thanonehundred and
fifty feet. This is beyond the measurement of any tree in the
Calaveras grove. The height is estimated at one hundred and
sixty feet,and apart of the top lying on the groundis overonehundredfeet inlength."

Thererecently diedinthe TrappistMonasteryof Sept Fonds,
inFrance, a monk called Brother Jerome, who had beeninthat
austereorder for sixty-eight yeaw,having joinedit atthe ageof
twenty-two. During that long period of monastic asceticism,
Brother Jerome had never occupied any position,such asporter,lector, or overseer«f a workshop, that would occasionally justify
brief conversation on business affairs. Thus, inaccordance with
the rigid rule of perpetualsilence which his order enjoins,heis
presumed to have passed nearly seven decades of yearswithoutusing the faculty of speech, save at devotions. Inthat time he
also dailyviewed his open grave, according to the practiceof theTrappists,andhad not eaten flesh, fish, nor eggs,his diethaving
beenexclusively vegetable.

SAN FRANCISCO MAIL NEWS.
(FromourExchanges.)

TheRussian policeprofess thatthey havediscoveredaplotin
Poland. The Catholic bishopof Zytomierz, in the province of
Volhymiacow,andseveral Polish curates have been thrown into
prisonat Warsaw.

A wrecked balloon was recently found inIceland,andin thecar were humanbones andatravellingbag, withpaperssomouldy
thatthey couldnotbe read. Itis thought the balloon was that
inwhichthe balloonist Price ascendedat the siege of Paris.

The 'Odessa Messenger' reports the fortification works at
Sebastopol tobemaking rapidprogress. Newguns formounting
thebatteries arrivedaily fromSt. Petersburg.

The totalareaof Ireland is 20,810,947acres (of which, accord-
ing to the census of 1871, the landmeasured 20,192,186 acres,and
watercovered 627,764 acres). The total area representedby the
land owners' return is 20,159,678 acres, or within38,508 acresof
the whole extentof land. The total number of ownersis 68,758,
of whom 32,614 are large owners, possessing 20,150,613 acres,
valued at .£12,052,809. The small owners number 36,144, their
aggregate holdings are 9,065 acres, valued at £ 1,366,449. The
total valuationis therefore £13,419,258.

Ina recent larceny case at the Police Office, Cork, PatrickDoyle, night-watchman, was examined, and stated thathe heard
somepersons inside the stable, and he said to himself

— "Begor
there's somethingup;"myself andMr.McNamara went there, and
may itplease your worships,we heard a rushjIup withapitch-
fork that wasnear my hand, and says I"if any onecomesnear
me,I'llgive 'em a taste of Irish steel;" Iadvised them for their
own safety toremain astheywere (laughter);Ihad themhemmedin,gentlemen, like Bazaine at Metz (great laughter);after being
on duty for some time Isent for assistance,andHead-ConstableShea came to me,and we found the foxyboy behindabarrel.

Thepolice inIreland are more numerous than the criminals,
there being 22constables toevery 10,000 inhabitants, andonly 19criminals, InEngland and Wales thepolice areless numerous.

According toMr. Justice Keogh, there is no government in
Ireland. Commenting one day this week on the largenumberof
disorderly "beer-houses," or so-called " refreshment houses,"
which flourishallover the city, he said he didnot think it would
be impossible to put a stop tosuch a stateof things if there were
agovernment in the country. If this means anything, itmoans
thatthe state of things in question exists because there is not a
government in the country. This will be news to somepeople,who,if it be true,havelongbeenlaboringunder the delusion that
this countryhas the finest governmentunder the sun.

Next to thesurprise that such a law shouldexistas that re-
lating to the removal of the Irishpoorresident inEngland is that
there are guardians of the poor sufficiently inhuman toenforceit. To the disgrace,it mustbe said, of British charity, there arenot alone guardians disposed to act uponsuchalaw,but to do so
with arigor that is perfectly astonishing. Aremarkable case in
point was that in which the Nottingham magistrates figured the
other day. Those gentlemen issued an order for the deportation
of a womannamed Slattery from Nottingham toLimerick, where-

Hppon,at the instance of theGuardians of Limerick, anappealwas
by the Local Government Board. This appealhas hadthe effect of having the order reversed. And no wonder. The

woman had resided thirty years in Nottingham. Last year she
-went over toLimerick for a few days,and shortly after her return
toNottingham the deportation order was obtainedon the ground
thather visit to Limerick involved the loss of hersettlement in
England. Somuch for charityby Act ofParliament.

Thelatest attempt of Irish proselytisni hasbeen aneffort to
convertDalkey Island (in the Bay of Dublin) intoan abode for
the "Arabs" of the Irish metropolis in order to rearup young
sailors for her Majesty's fleet. The plan has been started bya
committee of Protestantgentlemen,and for some time there wassomereason tofear that they wouldsucceed intheirdesign. Therenow sesms, however, every reason to hope that the government
will not complete the intended arrangement. No Catholic canBafely enter the navy as long as Catholic naval chaplains areso few anddeprived of equality with Protestant chaplains. Theproject thus stopped would have robbed mauy aCatholic boy of
his faith. We hope that the Catholics of Dublin will soon take
steps towards a much better plan, and that those poor Catholic
boys whomaypreferasea life will be able toenter onit without
-danger to theirreligion.
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