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Youannouncedsome timeago withregret thedemiseof aCatholic
newspaper inAdelaideatanearlyperiodof its career. Itappears
that inAmerica,with its eight millions of Catholics, there is not
one Catholic daily paper, and even the existing weeklies there
meet with a very inadequate support. InEngland, with its one
million of Catholics, and even in Ireland with its five millions,
there isnot one single daily Catholic newspaper.■ Howis this to
beexplainedP Itcannot wellbe for lack of Catholic zeal. The
churches, schools, colleges, infirmaries, and reformatories which
the Catholics in these countries haveraised of late years,attest
both theirreligious zeal and public spirit. They must hold back
from thesupportof Catholicnewspapers,because they think these
arenot required,andthat Catholics can get on very well without
them, when there is such an abundance of non-Catholic journals,
some, or rather most of them,highly respectableand ably con-
ducted. A newspaper,they may argue,is a thing for this vorld'
only,and,properly speaking,hasnothing todo withany interests >
beyond it. There is a gocddealof truthin this view. Yet it is aI
verynarrowand superficialone. Mr.Disraeli on the occasion of|
opening the Manchester Athenseum, remindedhis audience, and
through them the public atlarge, that thenewspaper wasthemost
powerful arm of the press;that its office was to inform and'to
assist inguiding thepublicmindon all the greatpublic questions
of the day. IfCatholics wouldadopt this just view of the impor-
tantmissionof the newspaper press, possibly theymight bemore
inclinedtosupport Catholicnewspapersthan theynoware. Some
of the most important public questions of our day

—
questions

whichdeeply interest the public mind,and are discussedmoreor
less fully andkeenly inalmost everyProtestant journal— relate to
Catholic subjects. Theseare,itis needless to say,almostinvari-
ably misrepresented by the Protestantpress, and put in such a j
waybefore their readers as tomislead or deceive them,uninten-

'
tionally, of course. This is an evil, not merely affecting the I
Catholic Church and her children, but calculated toprejudice j
public interestsgenerally. We all.know theinveterate andinvin-
cible prejudices which exist in the English mind against the
Catholic Church andeverything relating to her, prejudices which
thepress of England, thenewspaperpress especially,have labored
industriously fromdaytoday,andfromyear to year,toperpetuate

'
andrender,if possible,stillmoreinveterate,during the long space!
of three hundredyearsandupwards. Iwillnot imputemercenary
or other improper motives to the editorswho have thus so long
labored,or still labor, to make the Roman Catholic Church and
her ministers objectß of hatred or suspicion to the Protestant
public. God alone can judge with certainty of the motives of

hMßen's actions. Such is the natural deceitfulness of the human
heart,thatmenoften fail to know the real motives of their own
actions. How, then, shall we dare to judge and condemn the
motives of ourneighbors. Iwill suppose that the conductorsof
the Protestant newspaperpress are actuatedby thepurest,most
upright, and disinterestedmotives,in all they attest to thepre-
judiceof the Catholic Church,howeverfar theymay departfrom
the truth. YetImay say this much, withoutgiving justcause of
offence, thatmen readily believe that to be true which it is for
their worldly interests should be true,however falseit maybein
reality. The deceitfulness of riches is proverbial. Wealth is a
greatsnare to the conscience. TheProtestantparty is nowinthe
ascendantin England and Ireland. Bymeans, the reverseoffair
orhonorable,bysacrilegious robbery and other kindsof injustice
in short, wealth and power came into the hands of Protestants
almost exclusively in theUnited Kingdom. Need we wonder if
thisparty,sonumerous,so fashionable,so wealthy,and so power-
ful,shouldbeaidedandsupportedby an able and numerous staff
ofnewspaper writers, firmly convincedthat indefending'the views
andinterests of their party they aredoing whatis just andright.
Such is thepresentstateof things, andhas beensince the reignof
Henry VIII.and his daughter Elizabeth,twoof the most cruel,
tyrannical, andunjust sovereigns that ever sat onathrone, spits

ftEW ZEALAND TABtEtf.friday/Feb.l6, 1877.
"

Audetour duneeaugui chemine
A flotspure, sous defrais Was,
Vous avez vunotrechauruine."|

Such are the words that Beranger places in the mouth of his
captivesoldier, andat oncecottage,wavelets,and floweringbushes
areplain to the eyes of the hearer. Letus seeif our author is
deficient in the indefinablepower alluded to, andtake inillustra-
tion the following passage which exhales the verybreathof the
spring, andbrings us into direct contact as it were withallthat is
described

—
"

Theprimroses wereopeningup
Theirpetals onthe meads,
Andofferingto the sun'sfirst ray
Theirdewy crystalbeads;
And wheretheperfumedlilac swung,
The thrushsangclearandsweet,
And inthe world there seemednoroom
For sorrowordeceit.
Themoss-rosenestlingon the sill,
Peepedatme through thepane;
Ifanciedthat thelinnet's trill
Was "Welcome homeagain!"

With this extiact we must close ourbriefreview;although we
wouldgladly linger over the task, for it does not fallto our lot
every dayto welcome to the ranksof literatureavolume thatmay
be truly stamped with the crest of poetry, and whose author is
destinedto immortalfame as a pioneer bard, whohae sounded the
new-strung lyre of the southern hemisphere in chords that are
beautiful intheir simplicity andtheir fidelity tonature.

of all their talents. Hitherto, the Catholic newspaper press hag
beeninabeyance,silentandcrushed to the earth. The defendersof theProtestantcauseinthenewspapershavehadthe fieldentirely,
to themselves. Butcircumstancesnave nowsomewhatchanged/
The Catholic newspaper press in the United Kingdom and the
colonies and in the AmericanUnited States,has begun toexist.Itis yet inits infancy. But itis making itself heard,andletting
the Protestantpublic into aknowledgeof many things they didnot know before,and which theProtestantpressareinno hurry to
bring to their knowledge. It is co-operating with the Catholic
clergy inopening the eyes of the Protestant people to knowhow

{much,how grossly they have beenmisledbyProtestantpreachers
andnewspapers. Itwasa rare thing,at no distint day, forPro-
testantpeopletoenteraRomanCatholicchurch'for anycreditable
purpose, from anyhigher motive,in fact,than scoffingly to gaze
at the "mummeries," as they called the ceremonies of the altar,
or tohear the music of the choir. But now multitudesof well
educatedProtestantsin England attendCatholic services tolearn
what the trueteachingof theCatholicCnurch really is, as was thecase inManchester lately,whenan immensecongregation,consist-ing mostly of Protestants, assembled to hear Monsignor Capel
preach on"Liberty of Conscience." They are surpiised to find
Catholic teaching differs so widelyfrom that representedby Pro-
testantpreachersandnewspapereditors. PopePius IX.isastrong
advocate for Catholic newspapers, and has publicly signified his
satisfaction at thepublicationof the TabletinDunedin. He hasgiven a like encouragement to other Catholic journals in other
parts of the world. He says that Catholic newspapersmay find
their way into many places which the voice of a Catholic priest
can never reach,and may thus be themeans of correctingmany
mistakesor refuting manycalumnies respecting the Church and
her people, which would otherwise be permitted to work their
mischiefunchecked. This is commonsense,andis consistentwith
experience,eveninyourown city and this colony generally. The
Catholic public, therefore, as a matter of duty, wouldsupport
Catholicnewspapersuniversally if they had a real anxiety for the
credit of the Churchand the diffusion of her faith. ButCatholic
newspapers shouldbe cheap, because Catholicsingeneral,and the
Protestant workingmen too,are not very flush of cash. Apenny
Catholic paper,published twoor three times a week,wouldbe tho
thing. If Catholic newspapers are not very generally read by
Protestants at present,they are,atallevents,readbysome of the"leaders"ofthe Protestantpeoplein thepress, the 'NewZealand
Wesleyan' to wit. The Tablet, Iknow,is read by some private
Protestants. A Protestant gentleman, eminent in the law, told
meheliked to have a look at the Tablet,because it wasnot so
much filled as commonnewspapers,withmattersrelating tomoney
and other worldly interests of the common sort. It seemed to
recognise the fact that man was made for a higher end than to
become rich.

Auckland. Laic.

HOWORTH'S HIBERNICA.
On Tuesday evening lastHoworth'sHibernica openedat theTem-
perance Hall, Dunedin. Theviews of Irishscenery exhibited are
verybeautiful,and thatof the City of Paris, taken from above the
Arc de Triomphe, is exceedingly good. Thescenesin theEmerald
Islebegin withDublinBay, sketchedfrom theback of theobelisk
atKilliney,and taking in the sweep of o.lst round by Kingstown,
withHowth in the distance. The picture is faithfully executed,
and those persons familiar with the localities cannot fail to recog-
nisemany well-knownfeatures. Theentrance toKingstownharbor
comesnext, and is equally well delineited, with attention to the
minutestdetails. Then followsinsuccessiona seriesof viewschosen
for their beauty or the interest of their associations:the Vale of
Avoca,the Cityof Kilkenny,HolyCrossAbbey, the liock of C&shel,
Waterford, DerrynaneAbbey, thewell-knownhomeof theLiberator,
Limerick,Glengariffe,Killarney,Galway,ClewBay,andin.inyother
placesof equalinterest are represented withundeviatingfidelity.
Amongst the scenes of greatestbeauty,however,aretobjreckoned
theLakes of Killarney, where somecharming effects are produced
by anexcellent imitation of the sunset, and the fullmoonplaying
on the waters; andSt. Patrick'sCathedralinthe oldentime, which
is representedby night, illuminate1fortheceremoniesof Christmas
Eve. A processionispassing alonginfrontof thechurch, andfrom
withinareheard the chords of the Adeste Fideles, sung byawell-
trainedand most harmonious choir. The vale ofAvoca likewise,
andClewBay taken from the demesne of the Marquisof Sligo,
anddisplaying Croagh Patrick to the left,other mountains of Mayo
tothe right, and the various islands, for which thebay is remark-
able,bathedin the beams of the settingsun, which invariably pro*
ducesan effect of much loveliness there. The scene3represented
are well worthy of a visit, recalling as they do to Irishmen the
memoriesof theirnativeland, and exhibitingto strangersthe far-
famedbeautiesof theEmerald Isle. Theentertainment is diversi-
fied by acomedy, inwhich Messrs Cohan and Howard andMiss
MariePoinier sustain the leadingparts. The firstnamed gentle-
man givesacapitaldelineationof Irishcharacter,varyinghiswitti-
cisms with dances deftly executed, and songs given in excellent,
style. MissPoinier, likewise,excels on"the light fantastic toe,"'
andpossessesavoiceof goodquality, whichshe uses withsweetness
and expression; and Mr. Howard does the solemn Dutchman
famously. Of the otherperformers, Messrs Austin andNicholson
are especially deserving of commendation. The former being a
violinistofmuch ability,and possessinggreat powers of displaying
the comic properties

—
if we maycall them so—of his instrument.

Mr.Nicholsonis a humorous .vocalistof irresistible drollery.

One of the remarkablediscoveries, wide by thegallant Arctic
explorersis that the lengthof a Pul*rnight is 142 days.

i


