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wid £4,000 per annum. This wns for the Province of Otago

'
Nowthis same Province will have to pay £18,000 probablyfor administration But,of course, considering outlying dis-
Mn p ,felf-fovernraent, and such ablS politicians asMr Fyke andMr. Makders at thehead of affairs in countrydistricts the enhanced cost is a mere bagatelle. >In fact,under the circumstances, the presentsystem, althoughcostiriabout six times as much in money, is really cheaper than

THE "VAGABOND" AT ABBOTSFORD.
Some months ago itwas our privilege to publish in theseco umns testimony,borne by a triedfriend of theirs,to thevalue of the religious orders. We were then empoweredto show by quoting from the letter of an aged priest aletter which the writer had only intended for theeyes cfthose who,like himself, were members of an order, that"L7? \nducemeut wlVch nuns,at least,require to recom-mendto them anyparticularsphere of labor, is that itmaybemade clear to them that they shall there find an aiTlefceld in which to exercise their self-sacrificing duties " andthat the only fear, which is considered of sufficient tree todeter them from embarking in anyspecial enterprise, iseast they may be prevented thereby from carrying9 out initsperfection the discipline which they find itnecessaryoradvisable to observe, so that they maybe preparedfifth.llu° erfor,m the tasks t0 which they are devoted-whether these be teaching,attendance on the sick,or any!Say^rl^^^^^^^ ° f «* ~
mstead of a venerable missionary, deld iv harness, andwhose voice reaches usstrengthenedahundred.foUby thewitness of his life,we look to the writingof a clever andnot always over-scrupulous journalist, who professes theeasyphilosophy ofa thorough man of theworlcL Amongst
gntributo" to journalistic3literature at the prefentSthere isnone who hasmore deservedlymade his mark thanthe gentlemanwho,under the norndeplume of « VagabondI

"
enriches the columns of the Melbourne 'Ar-us' lILwritings areanxiously looked for and readwith avidity andmany aneditorial scissors rejoicingly clips them as a ffOd?V °X raCl^fc nature' But dear-headed as

g?he'Vagabond"may be,and of wide experience,he has notbeen so fortunate as to have escaped the general glamourand the meshes of prejudice have so entangledhsbrainthat frequentlyithappenshis lively sentences are blurredwith no-Popery utterances, and tne babble of the anttCatholic party is plainly discernible there; so that, on thewhole,we cannot clam himas afriend,but rather we maywithout a sacrifice of charity, rank him amongst, our foes'If,therefore,by chance anything emanates from his pen ofanature favorable to Catholic individuals orinstitutionswemay characterise itas the testimony ofan enemy and'as iWere a voluntarygift of theEgyptians. 7'7'
The Vagabond," then,has paida visit to the conventand asylum of the Good ShepherdatMelbourne andhasin his agreeable style and pithy paragraph^ recorded afavorable impression ofmost things that" there Jame underhis observation. Hismind was turned towards theestablishment m questionby a strange incident thatbefeU as hewas walkingthrough the streets*one night,and SrMch withits attendant circumstancesand consequences,h"dates na manner exceedingly quaint and amusing, ana with

uninteresting He had already received from Oie revMother, an invitation to visit the institution under her
hrn.n°sK 1?ieh'-hOWeVer' he bad not hithertoavailedhimself,but being impressed with a new interest Tn thematter,henow repaired thither.
«n 1?e T137T137 eXpe? t0 find the convent doors barredon the inside, so as forcibly to prevent the egress of theinmates, or is the followingJ merely intended for the information of those who are idiotic and wicked enough sSI

?^^°^«t^«do^

conventsm somewhat wider thia sounds very funnT IW.ever,bemgmand perceiving that itwas possibfe for anyone who should so desire it to make his or her way ou?what further came under this writer's observation. Verygladly would weavail ourselves of his ownbrilliant dictiWiS1:descnPti" unimpaired,butunfortunately ftis toolengthy for our columns,and, therefore,we can butmanage to give an imperfect sketch of it,with hZe andthere anextractfrom theoriginal. He finds thenTt£and neatly furnished building of wood,■S^OTyefi?no doubfc,as convents always are,and he tWs a seaTSthe parlor to await the coming of the rev.Mother wl£presently arrives. « The door opens and twol£ enterattired,like theportress,in long robes ofwhitefaSTShoods and bandagesof the samematerial. ThereisnftClm dress to distinguish the Superioress from an ordinarfsister. Falling from the throat, they all wear ab?oS
tell thpf^h b,and'. d̂erneathwhich incessantlytell their beads without ostentatious display. They aft
WH

UngJ7d.their
u

neck a chaßedshaped and bearing the monogram V.J.M., whichIafter-wards found means " Vive Jesu et Marie V This ia rtmpasswordof theOrder, ithaving been founded in FranceSnTw c "aist, beads and an ivory cross a?e ZngEmphatically an ugly dress, one to disguise all beauties ofyouth,feature,or form. The age ofeach individual wear£has to be guessed at." Alas, for the sentimentelkm ?hltsome folk suppose to attach to the habit of the n*n-ahabit whose soleattraction consists in its associationsAltersome preliminary conversation,the"
Vagabond»

is escortedby the Sisters over their establishment Therpass throughseveral room? where the workof the laundryis being earned on.
" Inallthese roomsIsee < penftent

fallen wom.-n'workingunder theeyesandsuperintendenceof afew nuns. Theirdress isof theplainest? any attemntatpersonaladornmentbeingapparently discouraged. Theyareofall ages,but the majority are old women On somathere is a settledlook of despairanddiscontent; theyha^anot yet found peace. Others,and especially the yount"ones lookedcheerful,happy,and contented with t£ fotLxcept during the hour of silence, theysing at their workFrench chansons and Welsh odes being hlard; for manynationalities are gathered here,and many creeds, for^Sthe boast of the goodnuns that theyopentheir gatesfreelyto women ofall denominations. The rev.Mother tells methey willnot attempt toinfluence thereligious faith ofan?penitent,they will not press them to go to chapel,o askthem to read religious works. If they did proselytiseItor one, should hold them blameless. The falen womanrescued and reformed by Catholic hands,is likely,SSto embrace that faith." But itrequires somethin?morethana mere logical sequenceofevents tolead a straysheeninto the fold of theCatholic Church,and for this,ncTdoubtthe prayers of th© nuns are continually offered Some'further interesting details are here give£, for which however, we have not room, and next the partyproceedud!.taiw ."Then upstairs we marched, through rows &dormitories,spotlessly clean,andvery crowded." Ha roomattached toeachward,one or twosisters sleep. ISVht andday the penitentsare watchedaud cared for." The* workrooms are then visited,and there it is discovered that allthe clothes worn by its inhabitants are made in the inst-
phwT'"?n

resPecti.nS, the V^tes of the establishmentelicit the following information. "There are at present136 in theasylum, some of whom have beenthere for manyyears. Lastyear the totalnumber received was 244 Ofthese,48 were placedin serviceor restored to their friendshntlL"ejdlsch^d for misconduct, or sent to thehospital, and five died. The receipts from all sourcesmehiding the Parliamentary grant of £950. and £2 045realised by thepenitents' labor, were £1,807. The expendditure was £5,4U0, or not £25 percapita. Over £860 wasexpendedm building repairs,fittings, and furniture. NewK!?K a- 6'6' IQ/a<* *ldl*.needed for the healfch ">dcoLTtort of the inmates." Further details are given,relative to
n

e
an°.nfdltn°^ J^T and the disci^nemaintainedinallof which wisdomand moderation are plainly evident"fLP*T£ ra& Ff"*** thus- "B*t this discipline ialooL on Sf /nklDd WoManly B*mPa%of the ntias, wholook on the- fallen ones,not as lost souls,but as strayedsheep whom it is their dutyand pleasure to gather to thefold of the Good Shepherd, for fere and hereafter"AwSttaXH^r*'*6 ° f Him wh° """"*>
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