
DEATH.
Goodger -We learn with sincere regret of the death of Mrs G W-Goodger, CommercialHotel, Cromwell, which occurred on the7th inst. As thesadnewshas reached only when going to presswe are unable to give further particulars.. S P '
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Fiat Justitia.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1877.
COUNTYISM.

SfEiaftri°w Phasesof.Co«»tyism belong to the records of"S' iS,^rm tJ?e midst of lh« ludi<*ous and thepainful. Whilst the questionof Abolition was under dis-cussion its advocates wereloud in their denunciations of thecost and shortcomings ofProvincialism. The Provinci..! Governmeuts were too expensive-infact,beyond themeans ofthe people; they were,above all things, an obstacle toreallocal government, especially in out-lying districts. It wasnecessary, we w-re told, to bring government to the verydoorsof even remote settlers, and to inaugurate an inexpen-sive system of loci government. And all this, the publicwere assured, was to be secured by the County systemWell, the County system is now in full fling,and will itS?rIT °>f SOverJ'^nth»s *<*beenbrought tcthedoo sof remote settlers, vide Cromivell;nor is the system inex-

pensive. There isapoliticalscandal,too, which has resultedin acomicaland unexpecteddevelopment. Out of the fourOtogo representativeswho voted for Abolition,two were parti-cularly offensive to Provincialists,— two were enthusiasticallydevoted to the special interests of The Lakes andYincentCounties. The souls of these gentlemen sank within themat the sight ofthe large sums thatought to be spent on roads<fee, in these districts, but which were not spent in con-sequence of the expense incurred in the administration ofIrovincialism. Their cry seemed to be roads, road« first andaboveall, then cheap local government;and lastly, the ex-clusive possession of the land revenue and the proceedsofland salesin their respectiveCounties.What a commentary onall this is afforded by the corres-pondencebetween themember forQueenstown andthe Premierand thecomicalvoting of the memberfor the Dunstan,who isalso Chairman of the Vincent County,re the selection of aCounty Town. It appears that when the Minister was inneed ofMr. Manders' voteto destroy Provincialism,he pro-mised him that the new County in which he resided shouldhaveall the funds accruing from lands within its boundariesfor purelyCounty purposes. It would appear that a similarpromise was made iv reference to Vincent County. The
IMinister,however,now that Abolition isafait accompli, doesnotremember hishaving made any suchpromise. Probablythe Ministerisright,andthat theover-zealous andover-officiousmembers for The Lakes and the Dunstan permitted(theirheated imaginations to conjure up beautiful images of landrevenue to beexpendedfor the exclusivebenefit of their con-stituents, which had no existence, real or contemplated, out-side their ownminds. It maybe so, andit is probableitisso ;— one is of" a verysanguine temperament, the other is areal livingnovelist.Or, indeed, it is quite possible the Minister may havemanaged in some clever way to make nopromise, and yet toconvey in the most innocent and honourable way in theworld the impression under which Mr. Manders andpossibly Mr. Pyke,have been labouring so long, but so un-fortunately. Can it be that Mr. Pyke profited by theexperiencehe gainedinthe Minister's ownroom, tosuchgoodpurpose, that he was enabled to elaborate an embryo ideainto that clever strokft of policy, withal so honest and so-honourable politically, which resulted inhis voting,as member for the Kawarau, in favour of Cromwell, and, as Chairman, in giving his casting vote against Cromwell, and infavour of Clyde ? Certainly he succeeded in devising ameans of keeping the wordhe pledgedtoboth. Eeally,whatmore conld aman do?— he managedverycleverly to vote foropposing sides, and helped both to win;and if his castingvote gave victory to Clyde, what of that— had he not iustvoted infavour of Cromwell ?

Isnot Mr. Pyke to be commended for Laving kept hiawordunder difficult circumstances to both Clydeand Crom-well? Few men in the circumstances wouldhave been sofaithful to their word. And can Cromwell complain? Isitnotplain that he loves that sweet town still1In factit is notbecause he loved Cromwell less, that he gave his casting-voteforClyde,but because he lovedClyde more. Couldhe helpthis? Man ishuman, andas Mr.Pvtkehatednoplace,ishe tobe blamedbecause hehad apredilectionfor one?To be sure not;and far be it from us to cast censure oneither the casting-vote or the politicalmotive of it.
I But the interest attached to this clever and above-boardvote,and thegrandand usefulpoliticallessonitteaches,musrnotbe permitted to make us forget the financialarrangemen
of these two model counties, so earnestly bent on econodMand the avoidance of the extravagance of defunct Provin?cialism. The Cnairman of Vincent County has the paltrysalaryof only £400 per annum— £loo more, observe, than thisecretary,and only justas much as the engineer. To be surehe need not devote all his time like these officers to thebusiness of the county; he may take a trip to Wellington tohelp inthe shooting of the politicalideas of young membersof Parliament,or he may devote himself to magisterialdutiesin Dunedin,if so disp »sed. But, after all, this is poorcom-pensation forbeing put on a par in point of salary with theengineer, and just a little in advance of the secretary.Eleven hundred a-year, witha fewmorehundreds for clericalassistance,rent of offices, and travelling expenses,willmakeup the sum totalofexpensesfor countyadministration. Itisnota considerable sum, no doubt. Two counties at this rate will
cost onlyabout £3,000 per annum; at thesame rate, twelvecounties' administration willcost about £18,000. Tobe sureProvincial administration cost oi.ly about between £3,000
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.
■pORT WINE,1834 Vintage,42 yearsold; per dozen,110s.

P°5T Wl£ E' 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Perdozen,75b.
**

BROWN SHERRY,10years. Justreceived. Rare value Perdozen.755.

QOLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 355.perdozen.

J^ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s.perdozen.
HOGG AND BUTTON, Octagon.

OHURCH OF ST. COLUMBKILL, RIVERTON.

THE DEDICATION OF THE ABOVE CHURCH
WILL TAKE PLACB

ON SUNDAY, 18th INSTANT, at 11 a.m.

The Most Rev. Dr. Moean will officiate. The Very Rev. W.
Kellt, S.J., will preach.

After theSermona Collection willbemadetoaid inliquidating theChurch debt. The donations of those who cannot attend will begratefullyreceivedand thankfullyacknowledgedby theMostRev.Dr. Moran, the very rev.preacher,orthe localclergymen.

R. McKENZIE,Otago LaborMart,ROYAL ARCADE, DUNEDIN.

T^ANTED, for ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOLQUEENSTOWX,a CertificatedMale Teacher. Forfurtherp&rtieulare,apply to
J. F. TULLY, Secbetaby,

St.Joseph'sSchoolCommittee,
QUEENSTOWN.

TO TEACHERS.
" ~

WANTED,a Teacher forST. PATRICK'SSCHOOL, NASEBYSalary is £8 per month. Residence provided for ainoUperson A large attendance maybe relied uponif the teacher Sfesi?£:z\tsi^T*r ith teßtimoniai8'wui te "-^o"
E. ROVER, Cattolic Pastor.


