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ST. PETER'S AT ROME.

But lo!tbodome— thevast and wondrous dome,
To -nhicli Diana's marvel was a eell

—
Christ's mightyshiinc abovehis martyr's tomb.

ftffl£^KJM3& HAT Catholic canlook unmoveduponthemightiest
templeof his faith— the Great Basilica of St. Peter's

\WoMIHBtf A fane which, were this possible, might be said tobeP^ftejjnEn^ worthyof Christianity itself, andwhichis only not so
because to build such an one would bebeyond thejjyvsfllyc powers of mankind. But here has beendone all of

% magnificent that earth is capable of performing,all!
J&/\^ that colossal genius could couceive, or the wealth'

andpower of Christendom in centuriesaccomplish.

strains ofmartial music, and the sunbeams fallupon marblepave-
mentsdyedina thousand colors by the stained glassof the win-
dows;when gold and jewelsare flashing in the lights of thealtar,
andthe ceremonies of the Church arebeing celebratedinall their
majesty amidst the mostgorgeous surroundings, the humble wor-
shipper willnot be dazzled by the magnificence, norovercomeby
the outward splendor,but in his heart will rejoice thatall this is
being doneinhonor of^Hiui whostoodneglectedin the chill Judge-
mentHallallnight,andon themorrow whenHehadbeenscourged,
lacerated,andcruellyinsulted, wasledawaybearingonhis mangled
shoulders the cross thatHemight be put toanignominious death.

Domes mysterieux, solennitesacree
Quelleame envousvoyant esb iamxisdemeurce
Sans douteou sans terreur

— —
Thus chants de Musset ," andifitbe crue thatthe sacreddomes

of (ioJ, and the solemn aisles, are filled with a mysterious awe
where-ever they exist, how much more overcoming is that gigantic

Incontemplating the grand ceremonies, and noble shrinesof
Church there is consolation to the faithfulheart, for what trueCatholiccanlook upon the sufferingsof thelowly Saviourandnot

long in hig inmost soul to see reparationin some sort made for
them. Itwasaheavenly inspiration that directedthatthe

"
Ser-Tant of the Servants ofChrist" shouldbe the guide and venerated

fatherof kings, and thatHe whohadbeendespisedandmaltreated
by the very off-scourings of humanity,shouldbeopenly honoredonearth by all thatis mosthigh and royal. "When choir answers tochoir,andtheloftyarchesof some greatcathedralresoundwith the

pile which toevery sacred association joins magnitude unequalled,and isonly prevented from utterly confusing- themindby its verrimmensity. rf J

Enter:its grandeur overwhelmstheenot;And why ? it is not lessened;but thy mind,
Expandedby the genius of the spot,
Has growncolossal "

j

There is nothing thereby who^se littlcue^s greatnessmay bemea-sured,andcvou a* tuo motion, of the earth cannot bo percpived,
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