
aboutitbyhisbrothertradesmenat their weeklyclub,andtriestoassume an air of solemnmystery, and look as, if he-habituaUte.carried adagger inMb breast coat pocket, and werepreparedtoemulatethe deeds anddeathof Ravaulac. All the while thegood
mannever-didanything more terrible in his lodge thanexpress"hearty,goodwishes and welcome to our visitingbrethren" withmuch slaughter of the Queen's English, and destructionof theletter"h."

You talk about "Secret Societies"! Iwouldreply inthewordsofCanning's"NeedyKnife-grinder":
—

"
Secrets!Godblew you!

Trtnone to tell, Sir !"
Themostamusing thing about Freemasonryis that you areper-
petually thinking youaregoing to findout some wonderfulsecret,
and whenyouhavearrivedatthe highestdegree ofall

—
the Royal

Arch
—

you findthere areno secrets! No wonder that they aresocarefullypreserved! Of course there are certain signs andpass-
wordswhichoneis pledgedupon honor not toreveal,butthere isabsolutelynothing else but whatmaybe knownto allthe world.
Iamnot arguingnow infavor of the tolerationof Masonryby th«Pope. This is quite beyond my province. His Holinesshas,ofcourse,aperfectright tomake whatruleshe thinks proper for the
governmentof theRoman Catholic Church, and thosewhobelong
to that Church must obey those rules, or they have noright to
complain aboutbeing excommunicated when living,or deniedthefuneralservicesof theChurch whendead. Itis perfectly childish
to joina forbidden organisation, and then go whining about the
worldthat themembers of it aredeniedChristian burial. As they
havemadetheir bed,theymust lie on it,andnoonecanwiththe
slightest showof justicecomplainof being excludedfromtheritesand sacraments of the Roman Catholic Church because he is a
Freemason. Ifthe Popechooses tosay thatnoCatholicshall.bea
Fellow of the Zoological Society,Idon't see that the Zoological
Societyhas any ground of complaint, although itmight haveof
remonstrance.

What Icomplain of is not that you say you shall not be
a Freemason if you are a Catholic, but that you say you.
shallnot beaFreemasonand a Catholic

—
because theFreemasons

areso wicked. Idon't mean to say that Iam not wicked,forI
know that Iam, but lamnotwickedquaFreemason. Or asa
priest ofyourChurch oncesaid to me whenIwas describingwith
great joy, how a Protestant friend of mine (an Englishman of
course) wanted to see the procession on Corpus ChristiDay ina
Catholiccountry without takingoffhis hat,andkneeling whenthe
Hostpassed;and veryproperly had his hat knocked off hishead,
and waspusheddownon his knees by the indignant crowd

—
the

priestsaid, in his tenderest tones, "Poorfellow! we mustremem-
ber thathe actedas he did, not in his characterasaProtestant,
butinhis characteras anass!"

—
Iam,&c,

Dunedin,Jan.31, 1877. A Royal Abch Mason.
P.S.

—
Iomitted to state that the Grand Lodge of England

forbids the wearing in any lodges under its jurisdiction of any"
honorary or other jewelor emblem which shallnotappertainto,

or be consistent with these degrees which are recognised and
acknowledgedby,andareunder the control of the GrandLodge as
partof free and ancient Masonry." These degreesare,as stated
above

—
EnteredApprentice,Fellow-Craft,andMasterMason.

THE POPE'S HUMOR.
One of the ablest American journalists, Mr. J.R. G. Hassard,

a Catholic, and associate editor of the '
New York Tribune,' has

beenrecently receivedby the Holy Father. The HolyFather ap-
pearedto be wonderfully well and strong. Mr. Hassard has the
following good sayings to attribute to the Pope :—":

— "
There is a

photograph of the Pope in the shop windows, representing him
under abroadandmostunbecoming red hat. He does not like the
picture, and whenalady asked forhis autographonacopyof it,hewrote,'Nolite titnere, ego sum,I—'1

— '
Fear not, it is I.' During the

French occupationof Rome he was obliged torequest the recallof
a French Colonel onaccountof agrossafronttothePapalauthority.
Colonel ,whoseemsnot to have been a very wise man, sur-prisedthe Popeby goingtothepalace totakeleave,andimproving
the opportunity toask agreatmany small favors. No allusionwas
madeto the unpleasant circumstances whichled tohis recall, but
when the Colonelpresented a picture,andasked for anautograph,
thePope wrote the words which Christ used to Judas inthegar-
den:'Amice, adquid venisti V

— 'Friend, whereforehast thoucome
hither?' The delighted Colonel showed the picture to all bis
acquaintancesas asouvenirof thePontiff's kindregard/until some-
body cruelly translated theLatinforhim."

BishopGrossrelatedalittleanecdote showing thePope'scheer-
fulness andappreciationof a joke:

"
Ihear,Monsignor," said the

Pope," that some goodpeopleinyour country wereafraidthatbe-
causeImade the Archbishopof New Yorkacardinal,I- wasabout
to go over to America and make myself a king!

" "
Certainly,

HolyFather, that was believed bysome people. Indeed,Imyself
met somevery good Protestant ladies who were very anxious on
the subject;andon oneoccasion they said to me,'whatadread-
ful thing this cardinal business was,' and 'how foolish thePope
was to think of makinghimself aking inWashington,' Isaid tothem,'wasitnot possible thatitmight be agoodthing?' Theyreplied, 'O, Bishop, and youan American citizen!' Ianswered,"But,don't you sse,my good friends, nowlamnobody. Ifthe
Popemakes himself kingyou seeI'll be somebody

—
a power be-

hindthe throne,infact. Why, thenIcangiveyourhusbands finefat offices.' "When Itold this to thePope,"said thebishop, "helaughedoutright,and said thatbanterof thatkind was themosteffective answer tosuchnonsense."

To the Editorof theNew Zealand Tablet.
Sib,—l have toask of you,as amatterof common justice,that you
Bhouldinsert areply to your leaderof last week on the subjectof
Freemasonry.

Inthat leader you accuse us English Freemasons of being
-accomplices of those foreign Masons whose opinions you quote,

"lfhave nomeansof verifyingthequotationsyou make,butadmit-
ting,for the sake of argument,their correctness,Ibegtostate that
noonewouldcondemnthem more strongly andearnestly thanthe
great body of Masons belonging to the English, Scotch, and
AmericanLodges, whoform,of themselves, the immensemajority
of Masons throughout the world. Perhapsno betterproof of the
non-complicity of English Masons in such opinions as youhave
quoted, canbe given, than the character of the men whoareour
chiefs. BishopNevillhimself is aFreemason,and was theMaster
ofalodge inEnglandbutashort time before he cameout toNew
Zealand. Noonewhohas the pleasureof apersonalacquaintance
withBishop Nevill can doubt that he is a man of the highest
honor and of deep religious feeling,and is an earnest and con*
scientious adherent of the church in which he holds high office.
No one who knows him can believe, for one moment, that he is
capableof belonging to an organisation which has for its objects
the destructionof Christianity. He has provedhis disinterested
zealinhis work,bygivingupavaluable living ina townwherehe
wonfor himself the admiration and esteem of all classesandall
Beets,and coming out here at anenormous pecuniary sacrifice to
work for nothing. His episcopal income is, to .the disgrace of
English Churchmen, next to nothing. Itcertainly wouldnot pay
bis travellingexpenses. Isit likely that suchamanwouldinvoke
theaidof abody,guilty ofthe conduct youascribe toFreemasons,
inlaying the foundationofachurch?

The fact is,that you whollymisunderstandtheposition of the
so-calledhigherorders ofMasonry. Masonryproper includes three
degrees—that of Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master-
Mason. The Grand Lodge of England recognises no other—in-
cluding inthe lastnamed, the degree of Royal ArchMason. It
has always, and does now,refuse to recognise inany way the so-
calledhigher degrees. Ithasnomoretodowith them thanithas
withany otherassociation into whichFreemasons choose toenter.
The principles and objects of Masonry,as thus defined,are not
secret; theyhave been published in scorces of books which are
open to all the world. There is no concealmentmade of them.
The charges given to the Master of a Lodge at his installation
comprise themall, andareprintedineverycopy of thelaws of the
■GrandLodge. The chargesgiventotheMasters of Lodgesholding
under the Scotchand AmericanGrandLodges arealmostidentical.

Many staunchand worthyMasons regard the so-called higher
degreesas somuch childishnonsense,andabsolutelyrefuse tohave
anything to do with them. They are contrarytooneof themost
elementary principles of Masonry, namely, its universality. In
Masonryproper, Jews and Mahommedans,HindoosandBuddhists
can join,but these so-calledhigher degreesexclude them. Iknow
very little about them, butIbelieve they—or some of them—
requireadeclaration of faithintheChristian religion.

Itmust be remembered that Masonic lodges in Italy were
■establishedataperiodwhenMasonrywas illegal inthatcountry;
they were,therefore,in directoppositionto the establishedgovern-
ments. Itwasnot unnatural, therefore,thattheirmembers should
take advantageof their bond of brotherhoodto plotagainst some
of the most atrociousdespotisms the world has ever been cursed
with. Can itbea matter of wondertoEnglishmen thateducated
Neapolitans, under King Bomba, should make use of Masonic
lodges as acloak for conspiring against his tyranny?
Isubmit that,evenif all thatyour article statescanbeproven,

itis mostunfair to charge us, the English, Scotch, andAmerican
Masons, formingaboutnine-tenths of all theMasons in the world,
with the guilt ofasmall minority whose tenets we absolutely dis-
claim, and whose so-called degrees our Grand Lodges refuse to
recognise.

We are a very harmless set of very ordinary individuals in
England, composedchiefly of thesmaller tradespeople,with just a
sprinkling of the educated classes, who whenonce initiatedhardly
everattendalodge except on some special occasion. Here there
arenot only tradespeople,but numbers ofworkingmen. InEng-
landthe attendance at the lodges is prettygood because there is
always somethingin the shape of "refreshment"—either adinner
orasupper. Some of the lodges arevery famous for their feeds,
and take goodcare thatno

"
work"interferes with the sacredhour

fck ofdinner. Here so little interest is taken in Masonry thatnot-
withstanding the hundreds whobelong to the Order inDunedin,it
is extremely difficult togetalodgemeeting formedatthe time for
which it wassummoned, and often half-an-hour elapsesbefore the
requisite officers canbegot together, or substitutes for thempro-
vided. All this arises fromthefactthat wehavenosuppers except
oncea year,onSt. John's Day—then wehaveagood attendance!
And these are the peoplethe Vatican thundersagainst,andBishop
Morandenounces! If the ecclesiastical authorities were worldly-
wise they wouldadopt thepolicy of severely lettingusalone. The
greatmajority of Masons are secretly flattered to find themselves
of somuch importance, and are rather pleased than otherwiseto
hear themselvesdenouncedas dangerous to society, tomonarchy,
.andtoreligion. You may fancy thesecretelation ofChobbles the
butcher,or Smuffkins the grocer, when he findsa telegraminhis
'FennyDreadful* stating that his Holiness thePope has issued a
fresh denunciationof the "sect" ofFreemasons. Hegets chaffed
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