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ligioua liberty;and what was the consequence1 Why, a
real storm was aroused in Freemasonry. On all sides the
Masons started up with indignation at the idea that their
Order shouldbe representedas a Theist Society, believing in
God as theArchitect of the Universe,andloud andenergetic
protests were heard on all side?. Brother Henri Bresson,
orator of one of the lodges, andalso amember of the National
Assembly, accused M. Henri Martin of having, by-this
statement, spoken the language of an"intolerantsectarian."
Two other Masons, who were at the time members of the

"^Councilof theOrder,Brother Caubbt and Brother Massol,
declared that if Freemasonry professed faith in God, then
Freemasonry would be another religious sect. And they
quote in support of their argument, '* A. report emanating
from a General Commission of Freemasons assembled in
1863, whose conclusions were adopted." —

"Le Temps,' 4th
November, 1866.

Tbe 'Monde Maconuique,' November, 1866,p. 412, re-
ports as follows :— " In its sitting of the 26th October, the
first sectionof the Great Lodge (Scotch Rite), composed of
deputieselected by each of the lodges of their obedience, de-
clared that accordingto their ideas,Freemasonry hadno busi-
ness to affirmthe existence of God." And wasnot Proud-
honreceived as aFreemason1 Proudhon who said, ♥'God
is the originof evil!and who to the question,"What do we
oweto God?" answered,"War." Lastly the youngmen of
theLiege Congress whouttered those horrible cries, "Hatred
to God! War to God? We will rend the heavens like a
sheet of paper,"— these frantic blasphemers were considered
admirable auxiliaries to Freemasonry, which has stretched
out to themthe handof fellowship. And in the greatMasonic
assemblies, according to A. Neut,xi.,p. 287, 223, quotedby
Mon. Dupanloup, the faith of Freemasonryhas been thus ex-
pressed— "Iaffirm that the name of God is a wordvoid of
sense! We must not onlyplace ourselves above different re-
ligions,butaboveallbelief inany God whatever. Itis only
fools who speak anddreamstillof a God."

Further,does Freemasonry believe in the immortality of
the soul1 Let it be observed again:—We do not say all
Freemasons, but does the Masonic Society believe in the
immortality of the soul? We shall see. When the last
King of the Belgians,Leopold,died, the Grand Orient of
Belgiumdetermined tocelebrate agrand funeral ceremonyin
his honor. The directors of the ceremonies authorised the
following words to be attached to the rood-loftof the Masonic
Temple:

—
"

The soul,emanating from God, is eternal."
And what was the consequence? The Louvain Lodge, La
Constance, addressed the following protest to the Grand
Orientagainst this monstrousassertion! " Considering that
free thinkinghas been admitted by the Belgian lodges as a
fundamental principle, the Lodge Constance, the Orient of
Louvain,energetically protestsagainst this blowdealt by the'Grand Orient' to theprinciples which are the basis of Free-
masonry." This protest was warmlyapplauded in England
and France. A Masonic journal, the 'Chain of Union,' in
London, writes,"Who can affirm that the soul,emanating
from God, is immortal? Who has any proof of it? For
centuries,Popes and Councils have sought for this evidence
and have not found it. ... and they will never find it
in Heaven,because the human soul is self-created. We sup-
port, therefore, theprotest of our brothers in Louvain." But
how did the Grand Orient act in the face of this protest?
Why, it declaredthat the formuala was not usedin a serious
sense. It is idle for Masons to say theyare not responsible
for the reports and opinionsof these publications andlodges.
Allevidenceis against them. These journals are the organs
of Freemasonry,otherwise they could not live aa hour,and
.these lodges are honored and recognised where-ever Free-

prevails.
The idea and project of free, secular, aud compulsory

education, with a view to the extinctionof not onlyCatho-
licitybut also of Christianity,emanatedfrom the Freemason
Lodges. We learn from the Monde-Maconnique lx.,p.267,
thatat the greatMasonic convention of 1870 the following
decision was unanimously adopted: "French Freemasonry
willassociate itself withthe efforts made inothercountries to
compel the establishment of free, compulsory, and secular
education. Secular, not only imparted by seculars, but
separated from all religion." Every one knows, adds the
Monde-Maconnique,May,1870, p. 202, that this decision
was sent to M. Jules Simon, inorder that he might support
it in theNational Assembly. At thegreatNationalSolstitial
feast celebrated in Brussels, Brother Boulard exclaimed.

PATRICK,BY THE GRACE OP GOD AND FAVOROF THE
HOLY SEE, BISHOP OF DUNEDIN.

To the Clergy and Laitt of said Diocese,Health in the
Lord and Benediction.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,
—

The Holy Season ofLentbegins this yearon the 14thFebru-
ary,AshWednesday, andends on IstApril,Easter Sunday. Atthe
endofthis Pastoral you will finda schedule of the regulations forthefast and abstinence of this penitential time, which wehare
made invirtueof special faculties received from theHoly See,and
afterduly considering the circumstancesofthis Diocese.

The fast ofLentdoes violence to corrupt humannature,which
leavesnothing undone, therefore, to discreditor evadeit. Itis afast,however,as oldas the Christian Church, and wasestablished
afterthe exampleandon the modelgiven byourDivineRedeemerhimselfj andis initself most just andsalutary. Inthe Apostolictimes, the fast wasmuch morestrictly observed thanit is now,for
then the faithful partookof only onemeagre mealin the twenty-four hours, whereas we are permitted to superadd a collation,orslightrefection.
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"When ministers come forward to announce to the countryhow they intend to organise the new scheme of popular
educationIwill exclaim: "To me, as a Freemason,belongs
the education question! Itis for me to examine,to discoverthe solution." In1867 aMasonic International session was
held. In one of its sittings, Monde-Maeonnique,1867, p.p.196,197, BrotherMassolspoke thus: "Freemasonry oughtto be, and is, the only school of morality, independent of allreligious dogma.'1 In 1864, the AntwerpLodge in answerto a question put to it by the Grand Orient of Belgiumreplied, "The teaching of the catechism is the greatestobstacle to the developmentof a child's faculties. Theinter-vention of a priestin education deprives the children of allmoral, logical, andrational teaching." Journal deBruxelles,
28th November, 1864, And the 'Chain of Union,' theMasonicJournal inLondon, where, accordingtoaRoyalArchMason,Freemasonry is so harmless, answering the AntwerpLodge, the Belgian « Grand Orient,' andthe 'Rose dv ParfaitSilence,'of Paris,gave the realreason of all this: it declaredthat religious education has apoison,anddemandedin conse-
quence,thatparents "shouldbindthemselves bypremiseto with-
draw their children from the virus of religious education."
Ist May, 1865. The fact is, Governments almost every-
where are under thesecret andpowerfulinfluence of Masonic
lodges— tools in their hands, and made use of to establish
godless educationin order that Christianity maybe banished
fromthe face of the earth. This is the battle in whichwe
are all now engaged, and unfortunately many well-meaning-
men are, withoutknowing it, the poor tools of these paganlodges,andare, under their wilyinfluence,helpingtowardsthe
destructionof tnat whichtheyreally value very highly.

We have a great deal more to say on this subject, and
should "A Royal Arch Mason" affordus another opportunity
we shall favor our readers withsome more of this interesting
Masonic literature. But before concluding this,weshall give
a few illustrations in reference to the political action of
Freemasonry. Brother Bremond, as stated in theMonde-
Maconniqut,February,1867, p. 613, says: "Of late a new
impulsehas been given toFreemasonry. Otjall sides Masons
raise temples, found schools, assert their position before a
profane world. They do more: they take anactive part in
the movement of the century." Two years later, in a
General Assembly, held at Paris, the Grand Masterof French
Freemasonry, Brother BabandLabibiere, expressedhimself
thus: "Freemasonry wasintimatelyconnectedwithall thecivil
actsof the first glorious daysof the Revolution. Philosophic
before the revolution,civic under the Constituent Assembly,
militaryunder theEmpire,duringtherestorationFreemasonry
finds itself directlymixedup withpolitics,and Carbonarism
invades the Lodgesmore and more." He continues, " We-
owe to Freemasonry universal suffrage, and finally declares
the imperious necessity for Freemasonry to take an active
part in allliberal and socialistmovements, and that the true
mission of Freemasonry consists iv goin^ before political
society."LetFreemasonry, then," exclaimsBrother Albert Joly,"

set to work;let her continue to wage waragainst the super-
natural . . . and study, without further delay, the
great social question"

We regret that space willnot permit us to proceedfurtherto-daywith thissubject,but weshalltake an earlyopportunity
of returning to it, even though "A Royal Arch Mason"
should prefer to remainsilent for the future.
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