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FREEMASONRY.— ++—
Inanother column willbe found a letter signed"A Royal
Arch Mason," inreply to our recent leader on thesubject of
Freemasonry. Wepublish this letter in compliance with the
writer's request that weshoulddo so

"
as a matterof common

justice." But we regret to be compelled to say that, in our
judgment, hehas not in any way answered any of the state-
mentsor arguments of the leader referred to. In tbis leader
weassumed a two-foldposition: first, we asserted that Free-
masonry in England and on the Continent of Europe,and,
indeed, everywhere, was one and the same;and secondly,
thatFreemasonry, as it exists on the Continent ofEurope, is
antagonistic,not only toCatholicism,but also to Christianity.
We established these two assertions by arguments which are
unanswerable, and which "A Royal Arch Mason" has not
evenattempted to answer. And fromthese two facts, whilst
admitting that manyEnglish Freemasonsrepudiated the anti-
Christiar» and anti-social principles of their society, we drew
lie logical and fair conclusion that these are, nevertheless,

responsible for these principles, so long as they remain
members of the society."A Royal ArchMason" does not disproveour quotations-
as'to facts and sentiments,nordoes he show anonsequitur in
our argument. All that he writes,by way of defence,maybe
expressedin one short sentence, andamounts to this. "Per-
haps nobetter proofof the non-complicity of English Masona
in such opinions as youhave quoted can be given, than the
character of the men who are our chiefs," and" the Grand
Lodge ofEngland recognisesno other,than the three degrees
of Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master-Masons." "Ithas*-
always, and does now, refuse to recognise, in any way, the
so-calledhigherdegrees." This,however,is no defence. In
our leaderwe ourselvesadmitted, in effect,at least thismuch.
But wedidnot, and we donot now,recognise the validityof
the plea. English Freemasons belong to the universalFree-
mason Society. Is it not their boast that suchis the case?
EnglishFreemasons sympathise andassociate withContinental
Freemasons in their Masonic capacity. Is not this a fact?'
Are not Continental Masons freely admitted into English.
lodges! Is not this also afact1 If,then,the principles and
sentiments attributed in our leader to Continental Masons
prevail generally amongst the brethren, and are not only
avowed in the lodges,but officially declared to be the really
true principles of genuine Masonry, are not English Free-
masons,by continuingmembers of the society,notwithstand-
ingprotests and repudiations,in realityaiders, abettors, and
accomplices. The pleaof the good character of the chiefs is
of no avail. Their good character only proves that they are-
dupes, who have weakly permitted themselves to be hood-
winkedby clever, designing, and wickedmen."A Royal Arch Mason" admits that it was not unnatural
Freemasons inItalyshouldmake use of Masonic lodges as a
cloak for conspiracy against King Bomba, This astonishes-
us mightily. We have been told a thousand times that
Freemasonry absolutely excluded allpolitics fromits lodges -

rand yethere is" A Royal ArchMason" who tells us naively
that politicalconspiracy inMasonic lodgesis the most natural
thingin the world,whenMasons wish to getridof apolitical
enemy. This,however, is no news to us,fornotwithstanding
perpetual disclaimers to the contrary, we always knew thatsuch, is the fact.

"A RoyalArch Mason" tells us again, "We are a very
harmless set of veryordinary individuals in England;and
that the most amusing thing about Freemasonry is that you1

are perpetually thinking you are going to find out some
wonderfulsecret, and when you have arrived at the highest
degree of all

—
the Royal Arch— you find therearedo secrets."

It isreally hardnot to sympathisewith this simple innocent
who styles himself "A Royal Arch Mason," and who, we
dov.btnot, is whathe calls himself; and who went through
the terribleordealof initiation,and took the terrible oath of
secrecy, withoutgetting at the secret after all.. It isquite
evidenthe was far too soft andgood to be allowed apeepinto
theinner lodges. TheFreemasons whopullthe wiresbehind
thescenes, no doubt soon saw through theirman, and found
he was not fit fcr the serious work of Masonry, and must be
leftamongst the crowddestinedto decoy andtakepart in the
afterpiece. Itmust have been a disappointment too to find
that there was no secret to confide to him after he hadtaken
the shocking- oath binding himself "to alwayshale,conceal,
and never reveal any part or parts, point or points of the
secrets andmysteries of, or belonging to Free and Accepted
Masons in Masonry, whichhave been, shall now, or hereafter
be communicated to me, under no leas apenalty,on the viola-
tionof any of them, than to have mythroat cut across, my
tonguetorn out by the root,and mybody buried inthe eand
of the sea at low-water mark;or themore efficacious punish-
ment ofbeing brandedas a willfullyperjured individual."

—'Carlile's Manualof Freemasonry. But who,except thisun-
sophisticated"Royal Arch Mason" believes that this terrible
ceremonial, and fearful oath, andwe will add immoraloath,
meannothing,and that they are intended to secure only the
secrets of conviviality, anda littlephilanthrophy,- whichlatter
is,afterall,accordingto the avowalof many of its members,"

oneof theleastessentialcharacters ofFreemasonry."
Freemasonry is a society without faith of any sort,

and without any belief even in God. Let it be observed,
we say Freemasonry— not all Freemasons. And how do
we prove our assertion

— M. Henri Martin, the historian,
and a memberof theNational Assembly of France, wrotein
the 'Sie'cle' in October,1866, these words, "Freemasonryis
aTheist Society, receiving into its bosommenof every formof religion,on condition that they profess the principle of re-
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.

T>ORT WINE,1834 Vintage,42yearsold;perdozen,110s.

PORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Per
dozen,755.

BROWN SHERRY,10 years. Just received. Rare value Per
dozen, 755.

/COLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 355.per dozen.
Vj
X ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s.per dozen.

HOGG AND HUTTON,Octagon.

WANTED KNOWN— "FLOWERS OF THEFEEELANDS,"
by THOMAS BRACKEN. Seepage19 of tMs issue.

TiO FARMERS— HARVEST HANDS (any number) forwarded
onreceiptof letteror telegramby

R. McKENZIE,
Otago Labor Mart,

ROYAL ARCADE, DUNEDIN.

WANTED, for ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL
QUEENSTOWN,aCertificatedMale Teacher. For further

particulars,apply to
J. F. TULLY, Secretaet,

St.Joseph's School Committee,
QUEENSTOWN.

TO TEACHERS.

WANTED, aTeacher for ST. PATRICK'S SCHOOL,NASEBY.
Salary is £8 per month. Residence provided for single

person. A large attendance maybe relied uponif the teacher gives
satisfaction. Applications, with testimonials,will be received onor
before the IstMABCH, by

E. ROVER, Catlolic Pastor.

NOTICE.— MR. JOHN MAHER, of Kew, has beenappointed
AGENT of theNew Zealand Tablet Company for South-

land.

NOTICE.

We beg toremind our Subscribers thatthe continuedsuccessof the
New ZealandTablet dependson thepunctuality with which
their subscriptionsare forwarded tothis office. Money Orders
maybe madepayable to Mr.John F.Perrin,Manager,New
ZealandTablet Office,Dnnedin.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' SCHOOLS.
Mr.O'Driscoll ... .. ... ... £3 0 0

CHURCH IMPROVEMENTSUBSCRIPTION.
Mrs.Ferguson �. ... �. ... £0 10 6


