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of what such establishmentsshould be, and itmust have been
gratifying to him to witness the great pleasurewhich the visit
yesterday affordedhis Eminence CardinalFranehi, and to hearthe
wordsof encouragement and satisfaction with whichthateminent
prelateconveyedtothe teachers,hisunqualified approvalofevery-
thinghehadseen inthe Richmond-streetSchools.

A LENIENT GOVERNMENT.
■"-+

Inalatenumber of the
'
CatholicReview
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wecalled attention to

the transfer of the cowardly instigator of murder, Luciani, toa
morecomfortable prisonandone where the chances of escape were
numerous. Of coursehis pardon will soon follow. Italyis begin-
ningtoask whatpunishment thereisformurdererswhenthey chance
tobelong tosecret societies. The recentpardonof DeMata, who,
in 1861, brutally murderedMele, a commissioner of police in
Naples,has made the entirepeople cry out inindignation against
an administrationthat so openly proclaims its sympathies with
murderers and criminals of every kind. The murder of Mele
caused, at the time of its occurrence, considerableexcitement. A
youngadvocateof good family,hehadentered thepoliceofNaples
witha firm determinationtoreformits administration andrelieve
his native city of the disgrace attaching to it from the impunity
with which crime was committed in its streets. Itwas the time
when the Camorra, having hatched out their plot,wereabout to
put itintoexecution. Under the guise of legitimists and withthe
avowedobject of restoringFrancis11. to the thronefrom whichthe
Republicans had torn him, only to see it occupied by another
monarchial dynasty, several Republican leadershad organiseda
powerful society into which they vainly sought to initiate the
faithfulNeapolitans,it was their intentionto rise in arms,over-
power thePiedmontese garrisons,gothrough thefarce of proclaim-
ing Francis 11. king, which they fondly hoped would cause the
peasantryto flock to their standard. With power once in their
hands they coulddo 'as theypleased,andwhat theypleasedwould
be to proclaim the Republic. Mele had not beenlong in office
whenhe was approachedby emissariesof the Camorra toinduce
him to jointhem, buthenot only steadily refused, "but sethimself
energetically to work to break up the conspiracy. He proaured
evidence of thecomplicity intheplotof themostprominent leaders
and took measures toarrestthem. This sealedhis doom. He was
judged by the secret tribunal of the Camorra and sentenced to
death, De Matavolunteering to execute the sentence. The next
evening, withhisfootonthe doorstep,advancing tomeethisyoung
wife, who, withher boy by her side anda bab\ inher arms stood
in the door to welcome him, he was set upon by I>e Mata who
piercedhim through twelve times withapoignard. The murderer
was arrested, andaftera. sham trial "was sentencedtothe galleys
for life. Now,inlS^, fifteenyearslater,his sentence is commuted
to twenty years imprisonment. The boy who then witnessedthe
murderof his father is arising youngofficer ofartillery. The wife
who thus witnessedher husband'sbutchery has since been ahelp-
less invalid. On hearing of the intention of the governmentto
comnutte the sentenceof DeMata, the latter petitionedtheKing
that he beforbiddenpermission to re-visitNaples,and thisgentle-
manKing sofar recolleotedhis duty asahuman being asto grant
her request.

THE SUCCESSION TO THE PAPACY.
4-t-

Singe the accession of the Democratic party to power theItalian
Revolutionhas beenrapidly divesting itselfof the affectedmodera-
tion that suitedthepreceding Ministries. Itwaslong well-known,
thatthe Masonic and anti-Christian associations only worked tUb
politicalideafor the destructionof religion But this wasnotto
be avowed at once. Rome was to continue the respectedseatof '
the Pontificate,andthe Pope, relieved from the caresof temporal
dominion, would attend with greater freedom to the spiritual
interests of his office. Now themask canbe thrownoff. The axe
is laid to theroot, and the Church is to be destroyed atablow.
The nextConclave is to be the occasion, and the method was des-
cribedby Windhorst sometimeago:

"AnnihilatethePapacyorpro-
duce acounterfeit." A canonical electionis to beprevented,or if
aninstrument can be found tocanonise Liberalism,heis tobeen-
thronedon the Chair of Peter. Diplomacy anddiscussionbeganto
pave the way. Underthe eyes of the Pope in his captivity hia
garments were divided. The right of veto, of confirmation, ex-
plodedclaims ofthe worstdays ofGerman Csesarism, wererevived.
Prussian journalism explained the canons, the freethinkers
of France, Italy, and Austria followed. Bat the attemot was a
failure. Any interferenceof the infidelgovernments of to-day,It was
seen, wouldgo unheeded, andm the College of Cardinalsit wasin
vain to hope that a Masonic Pope would find favor. The electoral
body must be changed,and the forms that centuries have sanctioned
must be set aside atthe next election. The Catholic Associationof
Italy,for asserting the rights of the Christian people,andespecially
ofthe citizens of Rome," charges itself with the new arrangenents.
Amanifestoannounces their determination,now thatthey are risen to
anewpoliticallife,and that the Ministry inofficehasnoneof the
tenderness of their predecessors for the Vatican Curia, and that
certain diplomaticexigencies have ceased tobe felt,"to vindicate
for IChristian Rome its providentialmission, anduprootfromits
soil theproudtheocracy thatfrombarbarous times has lastedinto
oursunderthenameof the Papacy." To this manifesto they seek
signatures, and the chief duty of their adherents is in the
meantime to instruct the Romans and prepare them for the
exercise of "their incontestable right to elect the Bishop ofRome, successor of the Prince of the Apo3tle3, and universal
Pontiff." The programme, on its first appearance, seemed
too wild to be serious, and the idea appeared too ridicu-
lous to cause alarm. Since its issue in the monbh of April,
events havehappenedthat give it greaterimportance. Doubtless
the vast majority of the names belong to persons who never
darkened achurch door. They haveno thought for theChurch ex-
cept tohate it. But they may be powerful for much. InPalu
dano andSt. GiovannidelDbsso it was nob a majorityof chupph-
goingCatholics that intruded the schismatic parishprie3t3. The
faithful couldnot countenance the principle by goin^ to the poll
even to give their votes to a canonically appointedp.i3tor. The
Government only -wants a pretext for interference. It showed
this in the caseof tlie Mantuan parishes,and itwouldshow it the
day the so-called clergy and people of Rome electedan. anti-Popa.
Signor Mancini, Minister of Justice, only gave expression to the
sentiment of theDemocratic Cabinet when he wroteto the Pre3i
dent of the Liberation Society of Naples that he, as a Minister,
viewed withsatisfaction the agitation for manhood saffragein the
electionsof thepastors of the Churchin everygrade of theHier-
archy. He confessed that it was premature topropose legislation
in thatdirection,but hehoped that nothing would be leftundone
to prepareandeducatepublic opinion,andengagedonhis parb to
use everymeans, direct and indirect, to encourage the novijount.

The programme of the Association has bean denounced by the
CardinalVicar, the Sacred Penitentiaryhas declareditJ members ex-
communicated, theHolyFather has bewailed ie,as anendeavorio pre-
pare days of sorrow and schism for Rome andItaly. VTe hope the
danger isnotimminent, but wecannot think ita chimera. Bis i)ig lty-
five years bear lightly on our venerated Pontiff, anJ bhe pra/eriof
Christendom are offered up that he may bo preserved to pi.ot the
Church through thi3 storm. Bui we must not be tasen uniwires, i
andif a greatcalamitywere tobefallus at a moment whea the sicred *
College could not assemble to observe the accustomed forms of the
conclave,we know that the authority which sanctioned those forms is ,
not extinct nordormant, but vigilantly provide<for everyeventuality;,
and that theBishop of Rome and legitimate successor uf Pdtar .vill
be he who is elevated tohis Chair according to the constitution in
vigor at the time of a vacancy.
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CARDINAL FRANCHI AND THE CHRISTIAN
BROTHERS.

('FreemansJournal,' Sept. 18.)
After the ceremonies in the Cathedral, Marlborough-street,
yesterday, his Eminence Cardinal Franehi, accompanied by his
Eminence Cardinal Cullen, paida visitto the ChristianBrothers'
Schools, north Richmond-street. The occasion was one of very
greatinterest, and will for ever be regardedas a memorable event
in thehistory of a noble institution which has worked such un-
speakablegood for thecauseof Catholic educationinour city. The
North Richmond-street School, which, forms the great central
establishment of thebrotherhood,has, since its foundation in1828
by O'Connell, increased its operationsyearby year;the character
of the instruction given withinits walls, thelives of self-sacrificing
devotion ledby the teachers, their spirit of enthusiasm, the per-
fection of their discipline, and their disinterestedlabors, are mat-
ters whichhave won even, from hostile lips andpens expressions
of wonderandadmiration. There is nosystemofeducation which
morecompletely harmonises with the instructions of the Catholic
Church than that pursued by the ChristianBrothers;for, whilst
they make it their paramount aim and duty todirect the mind of
the pupil to the contemplation of religion, to elevate it to the
higher level of religious thought, they at the same time spare no
pains to inculcate such secular instructions a"s are requisiteto pre-
pare him for the battle with the world, and to procure his
honorable advancement in lawful avocations. Considering the
fact that the Christian Brothers are entirely self-supporting,
and that the classes to whi they give instruction are not
of the wealthier section of u■> community, it may seem
marvellous how theyprogressed,no * fhph-houses have multiplied,
how their scholars havegrown eac'i year more numerous,andhow
completely and uniformly successful his been the system under
which their teachingis conducted, There areatpresentinIreland
over27,000pupilson the rolls, and the number of schools inactual
operationis about 225. There are about four hundred brothers
engaged in teaching,and although they receive no aidwhatever
from Government theyhave spent no less than.£154,000 onbuild-
ings within a comparatively brief period. When the brothers
commenced their labors in Ireland,morethanseventy yearsago,
the penallaws, whichthen imposedfettersuponCatholic education,
left themlittle or no field for their labors as a public body,but
■whenthe infamous code wasrelaxed,and the freedom of teaching
was allowed, the Christian Brothers labored at those honorable
andself-imposed tasks whichhave been so blessedbyProvidence,
and which have won the admiration and loveof ourpeople. To
the Superior of the Dublin Brotherhood, theRev.BrotherGrace,
all praiseandhonor areduefor what,under his management,has
beendonein promotingChristianknowledgein the Dublinschools.
Under hisabledirectiontheChristianBrothers'Schools aremodels

Manyof our readers will be glad to learn, that our respected
fellow-colonist, Mr. A. H. Boss, who some little time ago went,
withhis family, for a visit to England,has returnedto Danedin.
Itis nowMr. Ross's intention to enter againuponbusiness in this
city, wherehas secured large and commodious premises opening
upon the Octagon,near the Athenaeum. In connection with the
exerciseofhisprofessionasanoptician,inwhichhis skill has been
so widelyrecognised, the gentlemanto whom werefer, purposes to
give his attention to certain other bra,nch33, more especially
musicalinstrumentsj andinorder todo so with satisfactionto all
who may avail themselves of his services, hehas occupiedapor-
tionof his time in the old country by selecting a largeandvalu-
able stock which,havingbeen chosen byhimself, is secureof pos-
sessing thehighest excellencein itspeculiarlinetobe foundinthe
workshopsofEurope,

[Friday, Dec.1, 1876
8


