
INDIAN IDEAS OF DANCING.
Insomeparts of Indiaa bitter feud is raging between the Anglo-
Indian and native portions of the community on the subject of
inviting the latter toballs given by the former. At firstsight,it
wouldappeara mere prejudice of race toexcludeeducatednative
gentlemen fromthese festivities. They would not be likely tobe-
have less decorously,it might be imagined, than Britishofficers
andcivilians. Then, too, there is the patent fact that when any
members of the class visitEngland they are freely invitedtosuch
entertaintments. One very important difference exists, however,
between the two'cases. Whenthesegentlemenareon their travels
they rarely carry with them female impedimenta, and it cannot
therefore be justlyurged that if they desire to take partinthe
social amusements of Europeans they must first conform to
European usages by introducing their wives and daughters to
society. Herein lies the gist of the objections raised by Anglo-
Indians to the presence of their Aryan brethren at dancing
parties. Ifthe latter wouldbring with them their female rela-
tionsjand thus show that they regarded balls as perfectlymoral
institutions, noEuropeanof sense couldpossibly object tomeeting
them. Itis the suspicion that native gentlemen look uponsuch
entertainments as nautches which really causes Anglo-Indian
society tohedge itsentertainmentsround withexclusiveness. Nor
is this suspiciongroundless. Educate theAsiaticmind asyoumay
it willnevertheless continue to regard dancing as aperformance,
andnot as an amusement. To the Orientalwhohas not travelled
inEurope,itis verymuch the same whetherwaltzing takesplace
on thepublic stageor inaprivatehouse. Trainedashehas been
from infancy toassociate the exercise with a certain amount of im-
morality, he cannot conceive the possibility of really reputable
ladiesindulging in it for the meresakeof amusement. As this
scepticism is wellknown to Anglo-Indians, their objections to the
presence ofnativegentlemenat dancing partiesare,afterall, only
natural.

Atameetingof theCongregationof thePropagandaheldin.May
last,it was decided, at the urgent request of Mgr. Petitjean,Vicar
Apostolic of Japan,to erect a new Yicariate in that Empire. The
Japanesemission will therefore for the future consist of twoVicar-
iates; the northern Yicariate willinclude thenorthernportion of the
island ofNipponand theisland of Yesso;the southernYicariate will
comprise that part of the islands of Nippon lying south of Lake
Bivua,and the Islands ofKiou-Siouand Chikako.

Mbisbs. Clifford andMorris continue todeserve thehighestima-
tion in which thephotographstaken by them are held. The like-
nesses obtainedby themare admittedto beuniformlyperfect,andthe
difficult matterof dress and attitudehavingbeenmade a particular
■tudy by the talentedartiets inquestion, they are in a position to
produce the best effects. They are constantly in receiptof allthe
newest improvements, andnothing is left undone by them to sustain
thereputationof their establishmentandinsure the complete satisfac-
tionof allwhopatroniseit.

The Paris correspondent of the London
'
Telegraph

'
writes as

follows:
—

"The ideaof making this city a seaport
—

in other words,
ofrendering the Seinenavigable forsea-goingvessels— is again coming
to the surface. The river atParis is only between sixty and seventy
feet above the level of the ocean, and the distance ina straight line
onehundredand twenty miles, although, followingthe courseof the
stream, it is two hundred and ten miles. The problemis how to
lessen the hitter number and make agreater depth of water. Itap-
pears that to dredge out eeven feet would need an expenditureof
thirteen million francs, and an additional three feet would l-equiie
elevenmillion francs more. It is stated, moreover, that the average
ofFrench vessels is under threehundred tons. The Minister ofPub-
lic Worksand thePrefect of the Seine madeanexploringexpedition
the other day to Bouen, and the journey is to be repeatedby the
MunicipalCouncil. Of course, no decisionhas been arrivedat, but
thelowerestimate willprobably be adopted.

GENERAL NEWS.
The depressionof tradeat the diamond fields is causing peo

pie toshake their heads and predict all kinds of gloomy things.
Therecan bebutlittle doubt that a crisis is impending, andthe
banks have accordingly put the screw on with what Dougherty
used to call

"
much emphaticness." The news concerning the

priceof diamondsis enough toupset us eventhoughthere wereno
other causesfor us feeling uncomfortable. "We are toldthatall
but first-class stonesare utterly valueless in themarket,and that
thebestthing wecan do is to stop mining operationsaltogether
for a fewmonths, after the plan adopted by coal and ironmine
proprietorsinEngland

—
apropositionsimply absurd. Whatwould

become of our native labor while mining operations were sus-
pended?

—
'Eastern Star.'

Thenunsare rapidly getting charge of the hospitals in the
IrishUnion workhouses, thus causing great saving of rates, and
improvement inthehealthand themoral conditionofthe afflicted.
A branchof the Dominican Nuns has justbeenestablishedin the
town of Wicklow.

France exported, last year, false hair, beautifully gotupin
differentshapes,to the amount of 130 tons,worthnearly two mil-
lion francs. Nearly the whole of this went to England and
America. The Paris chiffoniers now carefully collect all small
paper parcels withhair combings, which ladiesandservantsdaily
throw out of the windows, andobtain five francsper kilogram for
the combings.

Anapparatusfor revivingpersonsnearly drownedidexhibited
inParis. The body of the patient is put in an air-tight vessel,
withhis headprotruding. A pump thendraws theair'inandout
of the vessel, which tends to make his breast heave andhis lungs
move,asinbreathing. '

Bear-AdmiralBenic, who recently died leavingno heir, be-
queathed his entire fortune,amounting to 500,000 francs, to the
French Lifeboat Society. In recollection of this act of munifi-
cence, the Association has decided onerectinga statueof itsbene-
factor.

A French soldier namedHenriDuhamelhas justdiedat the
hospitalof Bicetre, whowas woundedin the headatBuzenval,in
the war of 1870. His wound had soon healed, but he was left
quite insane,and had fanciedhimself dead. Whenpeople asked
after his health he would answer: "How is Duhamel? Poor
fellow,he waskilledatBuzenval. Whatyousee is only amachine
made toresemblehim. Butitis badly made, and they ought to
make another." Heneverspoke of himself as "I

"
or"me,"but

always as " that thing." He was sometimes insensiblefor days
together,and wouldshow nofeeling whatever,thoughpinchedand
blisteredseverely.

LiberalBorne was thrown into consternationby the suicide
lately ofone of the principalBoznan bankers,Giuseppe Baldini,
who threw himself into theTiber. He leavesa deficit,it is said, of
fivemillions. Itis thought theBoman Bank and Bank ofGenoa
will lose largely. A Senator is entirely ruined,andhundreds of
families will suffer greatly. He leftletters explaining' the causes
which drovehim to the rash act. Hisbody,recoveredsome days
later, wasborne through the streets, asif in triumph, covered with
flowers, and followed by crowds of friends, thus presenting an
apotheosis of suicide, and, as was fitly expressedby a. looker-on,
furnishing a thermometerof the actualmorality ofBorne.

At this time, when the public mind is sufficientlydistracted
and worriedby the many strange and uncouth-lookingSlavonian
namesof personsandplaces,itis the bounden duty of editorsnot
to add unnecessary confusion to the bewildering nomenclature.
The 'Times,' otherwise more correct than some of our contem-
poraries,has of late beenone of theworst sinnersin this respect.
Though thenameof the commanderon the Timok,Leshjanin,has
now been before the public for nearly a month, it was recently
given,inanimportantbattleaccount of the'Times,' asLesheinoff—

which looks almost like an attempt at a pun, by means of a
mixture of French and English. To make confusion worse con-
founded, the'Times' spoke,in the samereport,also ofLeshjanin;
thus splittinguponepersoninto two,in truemythological fashion.
Zaitchar,or Saitehar

—
a battle-ground so frequently mentioned

—
was mentionedin the 'Times; as"Zeitscar"; whrehlooks likea
punin mixed German andEnglish. Izvor,or Isvor,wasrendered"Asvor." TheLower Timok became converted almostinto aper-
sonage,viz., the

"
Lower Sindik";whichmight havebeenreadas

aphoneticspelling of theFrench word"Syndic."
The deathof a regular cricketer of consumptionseemsoneof

those anomalies which requires explanation. The Cambridge
batsman, Thos. Hayward, has succumbed to this disease. The
factis thatamanmay wearhimself out by athleticismandout-of-
door activity as readily as any other way. Cricketis severe exer-
cise justinproportionto a man's expertnessinbatting andbowl-
ing, and the constant running tells upon the powers of both the
heartand the lungs, especially when, as is frequently the case,it
has tobeundergoneupona full stomach afterthose objectionable
affairs

—
the mid-day luncheons. It is no uncommon thing for

athletestodie of diseases indicating the failure of organs which
haveeitherbeenoverworkedor not allowed fair play. " Only the
other day an old professional dropped down dead from heart
disease, andnow wehaveadeath from consumption toemphasise
the warning.

A melancholy accident has occurredatFencine-le-Bas (Jura),
in Switzerland, tfive young girls belonging to good families of
the neighborhoodhadgone inaboat witha watermanfor arowon
a smalllake,butatashortdistance from the shore theboat sud-
denly capsized and left them all struggling in the water. The
manatonce struck out for theshore, leavingallthe girlstoperish.
Their "bodies, someclasped together, werefoundnextday.

[Friday,Nov.10, 18?6.*TEW ZEAIiAND TABLET.
THE ESCAPE OF THE FENIAN PRISONERS.

(From the'Times.')
Th« story -whichcomes to usfromWest Australia of the escape of
the Fenianprisonersfrom theconvict settlement atFreemantle is
in many-ways remarkable. Itis not,however, as someAmericans
seem to think, a humiliating story for this country. It is quite
true that the Government of this country, though it couldnot
assent tosuch argumentsaa those by which Mr.Bright the other
day endeavoredto justify the unconditional release of convicted
murderers or military traitors,is not sorryto be rid,by whatever
means,of abarrenand burdensome responsibility. But torelieve
the British Government from a difficulty assuredly did not eater
into themotives of the American conspirators,who plannedand
carried out the rescue at Freemantle. For securityagainst such
lawlessevasions, wehave totrust chiefly to the comity of nations,
andto the reciprocity that is enforced uponcivilisedcommunities
by aBense of common needs. The AmericanGovernmentandthe
Americanpeopleareboundtoask themselveswhetheritis tolerable
thatsuchpiraticalenterprisesdirectedagainst thepublic justiceof
afriendly State shouldbeallowedtogounpunished. Inthemean-
time the temper of suspicion whichsuch outragesnaturally induce
may aggravate thehardshipsof a convict's life. Atpresentdeten-
tionin thisremote place of exile has been compatible withcon-
siderableliberty of movement. Itmaybe worthwhile suggesting
tothe zealous friends of menwhom wehold to be felons and they
hold tobepatriots that if such enterprises asthis atFreemantle
areindulged in,those chargedwith the safe keepingof the convicts
may veryreluctantly, for their ownprotection,be forced to curtail
theprivileges themennowenjoy.
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