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GENERAL NEWS.— ++—
Itshould "by this time have become awell knownfact to the

entire world, that theLiberalpress of Italy,whichis ever obedient
to thenod of the gracious Bismarck, periodically puts alarming
reportsinto circulationconcerningthePope'shealth. The journals
inquestion haverepeated the malicious report for the thousandand first time. They have him well or ill according as they re-ceive the intimation from[headquarters. As the ItalianLiberalshavepromised todo great things after the death of hisHoliness,
the reasonis obvious why theyhave the report circulated thathe
is daily growing muchweaker and must erelong succumb to the
inevitable fate of mortalman. But the truthis that these calcula-
tions areinjuring nobody unless tlie enemies of theaugust prisonerwhocontinues in spiteof them to enjoy the best of health. On
theIst of August, after his usual audiences were over,he wentinto the gardens of the Vatican, and walkedabout for a long time
nerer ceasingtochat with those who had thehonor of accompany-
ing him. Itmayalso be well to remark that it is excessivelyhot
in Rome justnow,and the fear of contracting fevermakes all who
canembrace the opportunity fly to morecongenial climes. So thehealthof the HolyFather seems to beout of the reach of every
evilinfluence and successfully resists all that wouldovercomeany
constitutionbuthis own.

— 'CatholicReview.'
The Shanghai'Courier' says:We published a rumor somefew daysback of a terrible onslaught upon the CatholicChristians

inNing-kuoh Fu,in theProvince of Ngan-hwuy, whenacrowd of
about a thousand soldiers and ruffians under the guidance ofofficials, burst into a chapel during divine service, and brainednumbers of the congregation. This has been since conflrmed.
Our authoritynow is a gentleman to whom the horrible detailswere recounted byone of the French priests. It seems that the
men entered the chapel, of course interrupting the service, and
demandedof the officiating priest,an Italian gentleman, thathe
should cease promulgating the doctrines of the T'ien-chu sect.
The priest naturally declined to promise anything of the sort,
whereupona scene of indescribable uproar ensued, during whichthe most frightful outrages occurred. The priest was torhired,
andeventuallyput todeath;beinghacked to pieces;a little child,
■whom hehadadopted,was torn limb from limb, andthe corpse of
another Father, who happily for him, died previously, was taken
fromits coffin and brutally ill-used. The members of the Inland
Missionhave all left the neighborhood, and theRomanCatholicsnow have a guard round their house. The origin of this trulydiabolical outrage is fixed upon a military mandarin namedWu,
whohas openly expressedhis malignant hatred of the religion of
Christ. The priestincharge of the mission proceededby steameron the 2nd inst.,accompaniedby three officials, to Wuhu to insti-
tute inquiries. Three other priests are said to be missing. We
understandthat the VicornteBrenier deMontmorand, Minister forFrance, goesup toNanking, itis said,tosee the Viceroyrespecting
the massacre atNing-kuoh Fu.

The 'Miutiir Wochenblatt' publishes some remarks by "a
Prussian officer of rank

"
on the late review ofthe French troopsatLongchamps. The infantry,he says, were inexcellent condition.Their clothing and equipment were unexceptional,andby far the

greaternumber werearmed with the new G-ras rifle. The colors
are lighter than those of the G-erman battalions; the imperial
eagles are replacedbygilt spikes. Themarch past wasperformed
with the greatest calmness andprecision,andin p,>rfect order. Asto the light cavalry, who arenow armed wit v rifles, andhavenolances,the writer &ays|theyare bad riders, andseem tohavelittlecontrol over their horses. The cuirassiers, on the other hand,are
veilmounted, imposing in appearance, and veiy steady and pre-
cise in their movements;but their size and weight render them of
butlittleuse for pursuing an enemy's troops. InGermanythestandardheight for heavy cavalryis 1metre 67 centimetres, to1
metre75 centimetres, while there are scarcely any French cuiras-
siers whoarenotat least1metre 80 centimetres inheight. Bothof thebrigades of artillery which werepresent at the review werearmed for the mostpart with the new cast-steel breechloader,ac-cording totheLaihitollesystem;afew batteriesstill had theReff-
ayebronzebreechloader. The horses of the artillery were <rOod,
and the variousmovements wereperformedwithgreat precision.The Servian correspondentof the 'Evenement,' after relating
how he was turnedout of the camp at Alexinatzby order of PrinceMilan,describesa doubleexecutionwhichhe witnessed. A soldierwhohaddesertedhis post and a gipsy woman accused of beino-aspy wereorderedtobe shot. The soldier demandedthathe mi °ht
be executed musket in hand, and his request was granted;°hewalkedquietly up toalarge tree and leaned his back against it.The firing party took upits positionat tenpaces distant, and wereabout to level their arms when the condemned stretched outhishandand cried, "Michel Branicovanowitch, forget not that youpromisedmysistera silver chain." "Iremember, and willkeep
my word," answered the man in the firing party. "Thank you.Renderme also another service, and cut my throat beforeIaniburied." "Itshallbe done." The officer gave the command tofire, and Joblinowitch fell,butonly wounded. A mansteppedfor-wardto finishhim,but he cried, "Not that one

—
Michel." AndMichelBranicovanowitch approached and blew out the woundedman'sbrains. Then camethe turn of the zingara, whom the sol-diers hung to the branch of a tree. She never uttered a word

while thepreparations werebeing made, and merely followedthemovementsof the executioner withher glitteringeyes.
A despatchfrom St. Paul, Minn.,datedJuly 28, says:

"
Cloudsof grasshoppers invest the north-western, western, and south-westernborders of this State. Thedamage doneby thesepests isincalculable. Hundredsof industrioushard-working settlershavelost their allby this scourge, and have nothing left to live uponExports to the 'Pioneer Press ' indicate that a greatpartof the

region west of, andincluding Jackson County, toEasternDakotaandsouth through Western lowa,is covered withdevouring host**and the entire crops of this region arebeing swept away,andmany
of the discouraged settlers are temporarily leaving their homesinthat region."

From an interestinghistorical sketch of the oldCathedral ofSt.Louis, in the 'Times' of the 6th inst., we clip the followingvaluablestatisticsof theCatholicinstitutionsofthatcity:
"Thereare to-day,in St.Louis, thirty-fourparish churches, twenty-sevenparish schools, five Catholichospitals,six convents, three Catholiccolleges, seven Catholicorphan asylums, and three femaleprotec-tories and reformatories. There are about sixty-seven secularpriests,and forty-five priests belonging to Orders, all actively atwork. There are thirteen female religious Orders, each, uccordino-toits institute, doing the workof God. There are twenty-fourConferences of St. Vincent de Paul, numbering eleven hundredactive members, and distributing each year, in systematic andjudicious charity, fully twenty thousand dollars. And there is aCatholicpopulation of one hundred and fifty thousand, at least.There is not a formof human misery, not an ill that flesh is heirto, that does not find relief in the Catholic Church of St. Louis.The orphan,the sick, the deaf, the dumb, the insane, the fallenwoman,thewidow, helpless infancy and helpless oldage

—
for allthese there is health and comfort, and more than friendship (forthe loveof Christ) in the religiousOrdersof St.Louis.Three hundredand fifteen Mennonite immigrants comprisingsixty-seven families and fourteen other persons, arrived in NewYork on Saturday, from Southern Russia, en route to Kansas.They were under the charge of a Roman Catholic student(Mr.Baltzer),and supervised by Mr. Joseph Kealble, of theCatholicUnion.

The splendid fox covert of Ballyadams,one of the verybestin the Queen's County,has just been consumed by fire. On thenight of the occurrence the countywas illuminatedfor aconsider-
able distance round, and people were under the impression thatsomeatmosphericphenomenonwas occurring. When thepoliceofBallylinan police station got intimation of t>e fact, ConstableLoughnaneandsix men hurried to the spot. They wouldnot getanyassistance from thepeople of the neighborhood,but setting°towork themselveswith a hearty goodwill theysucceededat length,
but notuntil the greater portionofthe night was spentinquench-ing the flames. This covert was fromtwelveto fourteenacres inextent,about fiveof which weretotallydestroyed. It is true thatsomelandin theneighborhood belonging topersons namedFoleysandDeevoys was being burned for whatis called

"
beating,"andthe policewereinformed that early on thenight of the fire afurze-bush immediately adjoining the covertwasseenon fire;but for allthatthe impressionis abroad thatthe burning wasa malicious one,and this fromthe fact that a large number of foxes wereknown tobe in the covert,who dealt a good dealof harm anddestructionamongst the fowl of the neighboring farmers,and for which theydidnot consider themselves at all sufficiently remuneratedby theQueen's County Hunt. From whatever cause occurring, thedestruction of this covert will be a severe blow to the hunting

of this portion of theQueen's County,as it wasalways lookeduponas a "sure find," and was certainly one of the best within the
limitsof the county.— 'Weekly Freeman.'

The Chateau d'Arenenberg,in Switzerland, the property oftheEmpress Eugenic, who has resided there during the summermonths for the last fewyears,is indanger,the action of the watersofLakeConstance upon the ground upon whichitstands having
caused several landslips. Part of the terrace has been carriedaway,and large fissures have been observed in the walls of the
chapelandotherparts ofthebuilding.

For many years an old chest, supposed to contain valuelesspapers,has been standing in the Town Hall at Bantzen, iii theTyrol. Itwas opened the other day, and several beautiful silver
drinking cups with the dates 1672,1684, 1732, somesilver spoons,
anda goldring were found.

A correspondentwrites fromBundoran that theFairy Bridgesare the greatestthings in the way of curiositiestobe seen. Be-yond the Fairy Bridges is Fmner Strand, stretching about twomiles to theriver which connects Ballyshannon with the sea,andat themouth of whichis a "
bar." Behind this strand stretcheshill beyond hill of sand in seeming unending succession, andamong which may be gatheredquantitiesof shells. Leaving the

townin the opposite direction we walk round the coast, throughmeadows, with a good number of residences strewed alone. Wecome to wherekelp is manufactured from sea weedby drySio- and
burning. A good number of persons are thus employed. "Nextwecome tosomething resemblingpart of anoldcastle,but whichis a little square edifice (built by a priest,Iwas informed), with-
out adoor or opening in the sidesexcepta small chink likea cow-
house ventilator andcontaining somefiguresapparently scuIr>tured
out of thenativerock. A little further onis the salmonuhery ofBundrouse, which is paying remarkably well. Behind the town,
andapparentlyprettynear it,runs a range of hills of the moun-tainyclass, with overhanging peaks resembling the wavesof the
seabefore breaking. Wonderful improvements have been madein thetown in the wayof building.

In1844 there were inFrance 41,619 secular priests,and25,000
female religieuses. According to the last census (1871) there wereinFrance, in that year, 52,148 secular priests and84,300 femalesinreligious communities,being an increase of10,519 of the formerand59,300 of the latter. The total number of religious ofbothsexes in France is: Secular priests, 52,148; Regulars, 13,102;
females'inreligiouscommunities, 84,300;making a totalof 149,550.Surely, inthis exhibit we can recognise the work of God, whohas
promised that against the Church the gatesof hell shouldnever
prevail. Notwithstanding all the Church has suffered inFranceduring this period,we seetljat she hasprospered.
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