
THE HEAT.
The remarkably high temperatureof late has been the subject, of
course, of no little conversation and comment. The ordinary
Britisher is not accustomed toanything of the kind

—
his fears lie

inanexactly oppositedirection; heis not afraid of beingbaked
butis commonly onhis guard against cold,draughts, andtreacher-
ouschanges. If the coldof winter andspring upsets the balance
of hisphysical functions and endangers his life, itis the heat of
thehot weather we have just beenhaving that specially tends to
disturbhis moral equanimity andirritate his temper. It is acuri-
ous evidence of ourutter unpreparednessfor any sudden accession
of heat that Anglo-Indians are wont to declare that they feel the
high temperaturein this country almost as much as they did the
heat of India. Our streets, theatres, houses, rooms, andrailway
carriages arenodoubt fearfully hot and stuffy, andif theheat of
our hottest days were maintained for any time life would soon
become insufferable;but, happily for us, it isotherwise— a breeze
noBooner springsup thanlife is enjoyableenough. At Aldershot
Camp a higher readingof the thermometer was reached lately than
hadbeen the case for the last nineteen years,andat otherplaces
also the temperature was recorded as unusually high. Several
cases of sunstroke have occurred. Two soldiers of the force en-
campedonBlackheath,nearGuildford, werestatedto havediedof
it onthe fourteenth,andother fatalcases werereportedabout the.
same time fromBristol and elsewhere. The first importantthing
to be observed in great heat is temperance

—
temperance in all

things. Heat gives rise to feelings of exhaustion;this leads to
thedrinking repeateddosesof alcohol insomeshapeor other, than
whichnothing canbe worse. We do not say thatastrictly tem-
perateman never getssunstroke;but wedoaver thata man who
keepshis house andhisperson, if wemay so expressit, well venti-
latedbyopening the windows of the former, andclothing himself
rationally, whoattends to the functions oi hisskinby

"
tubbing

"
regularly, and who lives temperately is a very unlikely subject
indeedfor sunstroke. A manifest want at this seasonis somenon-
alcoholicbeverage that is cold andpleasant without being atall
sweeb or mawkish. Perhaps there are few people deserving of
morepity than infants and little children this very hot weather.
They are hot and thirsty, to begin with,although this does not
seem to be generally credited by parenta and nurses, who are
alwaysconsuming ice or iced drinks;they require tobe suitably
clad for the season;and they need all the fresh air possible in
their nurseriesand bedrooms

—
points too often neglected.— 'The

Lancet.'

ROUGH TIMES.
++

(Rev. Father Garin'a Lecture concluded.)
After that aft'air Iwentagain to Kororareka,and as Te Ruape-
kapekapah had been erected just in the wayIhad to follow, it
gave me an opportunity of visiting1 the ruins of thatstronghold.
As thenatives hadanotionof theplans onwhichfortresswalls are
built among other nations,they had erected theirs on a similar
plan,so thatfrominside they had the facility for firing at anyone
who wouldattempt anassault.

The walls consisted of large and hard trees from the forest.
They were stuck deep,like large posts,15 or 20 feet high, andso
close toeach other thatnothingcould go-through. As they could
not have stone ramparts or bulwarks, they made them inside
against the wall of trees by putting abedof fern, then uponit a
bedof clay, thenfernagain,then clay,untilit wasasolid rampart
about six or eight feet thick, inorder to stop theballsincase they
wouldgo through the trees. Besides theyhad dug deep caves,in
which the womenand children retired when the firing was going
on. Icould seethe holes made by thebombshells;someof them
hadpenetratedthe caves,inwhich theymusthaveburst,spreading
death aboixt them. Iwas told afterwardshow quickly andcour-
ageouslythey rushed on the shells topullthe wicks out before they
couldexplode. There Ifound against the wall aheap of bomb-
shellsandballs which the Maoris must haveheapedup. Through
curiosityItook a large one, which must have been six or eight
inches through, thinking to carry it home with me. Some
travellers hadalready triedthe same,andafterhavingcarried ita
mile or twoIwas obliged todo as the others haddone

—
thatis, to

leaveit in the way,for the farther you would carryit the heavier
you would feel its weight.

Another circumstance worthyof note is, thatat thetime the
Maoris werebuilding thepah,some chiefs weretravelling,visiting
tribes, inorder to induce them to join them. As Iwas coming
from Auckland,andreturninghome,Icalled at theplaceof achief
named Tirarau. "Iamglad," said thatman," you are here now,
forIwantyouandMr.Buller (Wesleyanminister) tobe witnesses
of whatIam going to do. Lately,Heke sent to me a case of
ammunition as an invitation to me to go and join him. Ihave
thrown theminto theriver, andnowhere isKawiti whocame with
200 men tomake meapresent of five guns for the same purpose;
but toshow the white men that Iwant toremain peaceful,Iam
going to send back these five guns to those who offered them to
me." On that accountIwent with the Rev. Mr. Buller, accom-
panying the men who carried the guns; they deposited them on
the groundwithout sayinga single word,in thepresence ofKawiti,
who received them without a word. Kawiti had come withhis
men to encamp atadistance of five or six hundred yards,sitting
there andsending the guns asIhave stated. This ceremonybeing
over,we came back toTirarau, and thenIwenthome.

There is another incident connected with those preparations.
As ameans of preventing an attack from the whitemen(for the
Government was concentrating their forces principally in theBay
of Islands to pursue Heke), Heke was planning an attack upon
Aiickland. Kawiti,in order to supportHeke, triedtomuster the
nativesof Waikato and to join those ofHokianga,and to make an
attack upon Auckland. Meanwhile,Auckland was fortifying and
preparing toreceivean attack at the very time the English troops
were going to make one uponHekeat the Bay of Islands.

Beingmyself stationed atKaipara,on the Mangakahia river,
Ifound myself pretty well involved in the affair. Iwason the
passage through which Kawiti wanted to go to Auckland. The
nativesofmy district,beingunwilling totake anypartin the war,
would not allow Kawiti and his mentocome throughtheir land,
somesayingtheywouldkillKawitiandhis400men if heattempted
topass; some others saying, "No, because if they can by some
other wayor by force go to Auckland and therebeat the English
troops, in tlieircoming back they wouldslaughter and plunderall
those whorefused to assist them." They advised meat thesame
time toput a mark upon my house. They said that as we had
service onSundays init,ifIweretoputa littlespireon the top of
it and hang our little bell in it, they would likelyrespectitas a
church. Itook their advice,and, like another Bobinson Crusoe, I
became myown architect, carpenter,and joiner, and soonmade a
nice little spire, surmounted with a cross, whichperhapshad the
effect of stopping their design,and who can say it had not ? At
allevents, theseMaoris abandonedtheirproject, peacewasrestored,
and my house was standing withits spire whenIleft.

Itwasparticularlyafter Heke had been driven from Ruape-
kapekathat there existeda great excitement among thenatives
who wanted to go to Auckland to fight. One day weheard the
report of guns. My natives told me there must be a fight at
Wangarei,aplace inwhichthere wereseveral white men settled
and working their farms. Three ■white men coming from that
place tell usthat theyhave been plunderedon the road;thp-tall
thesettlers' houses have been burnt. The settlers inmydistrict
became alarmed; they secure their goods; many have already
taken to theboats andgone to the vessels. Accompaniedby two
or three natives Istart for Wangarei to seeif Icandoany good
amongst them. Onmy arriving,Ihavethe sadspectacleof natives
galloping onhorseback through the fieldscovered-with crops;the
fences are broken down, the houses destroyed. Maoris clothed
withEuropeandresses, a la Maori,andall this theresult of » false
alarm. Abouta dozen Maoris taking advantage of the panicon
the news that Kororareka had been sacked,had rushed towards
evening into every settler's house reporting that the Maoris in
great numbers werecoming toplunderandkill allthewhitepeople,
and wouldbethere surely thatnight. You mayimagine how these
poor settlers left their homes,runningaway,someoverland, some
toboats, and these Maoris plundeiing and taking whatever they
could find andcarry with them. Some of the chiefs of ioy district— Tirarau, Waiata, Wetekia, and others— had previouslyadvised
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me to tellthose whitemennot toleave theirhomes,ornotto take
awayeverything from their houses,because after the war,if they
were to come back they would have forfeited their rights, and
wouldhave tobuy again thosesameplaces. Butall this wasvery
suspicious, they might advise them thus so as to havea greater
plunder. Inthat confusionsomeMaorispursuedwiththeir canoes
a smallschooner belonging toMr. Mair;they-called tothe white
men,but these beingfrightened all escape, leaving their schooner
which the Maoris take andkeep,someof them remainingon board
imitating Europeans, keeping watch, striking bells, beating the
drum, &c. Ihave an opportunity of seeing the Maori who stole
the schooner

—
someadvisedhim togive itback or sendit toAuck-

land,someothers oppose. Itell them that ina time of excitement
they shouldnot plunderat random,and withoutany cause,other-
wise other nations will join theEnglish in destroying the Maoris.
For instance, the natives opposed the English, andwould not let
them hoist the flag. On that account the English fought the
Maoris;so now,if some of the Americans who live amongst the
natives are hurt without any reason they will say,let us join the
Englishto fight thenatives. However, they decide upon keeping
the schooner, andif Mr. Mair comesback to killhim.

The next day (IstMay)being Ascension Thursday,Imuster
the natives of mypersuasion,and whenwe are at prayer wehear
tworeportsof guns;several natives leave prayer andgo towards
the place where the guns had fired, the others remain;yet they
appear to be uneasy for me. Ifelt many thoughts crossing my
mind. Isit asignal torush andkillme,for lamtheonlyEuropean
left? They drove awayall the others, threatening tokill themif
they cameback;Iamalone,withoutanyhumanmeansof escaping;
theymaylook upon me as onewho mayreveal all theysaid against
theEnglish;butmy.confidence is inGod;if they slaughter meI
shall die in a good cause for Him who said

— "Blessed are the
peacemakers." Butmy time had not come. They didnot hurt
me,andIcameback tomy station. This was in1846.

The Government thought it wisenot topersistinreplacing the
flagstaff,andlet eventsstandstill until three or four years later,
when they put it up again; but Heke, alluding to the Maori
custominregard to the dead whom they leave in theplace where
depositedat their death,and whenreducedtodust theymovetoa
safe place,said,"Kuarite kia tangohia."

—
Itis time now that the

dead should be removed. Consequently hedidnot think it worth
while toopposethe Government whoremoved theflagstafffrom the
place where ithad been lying three or four years,and putit up
again.

Heke diedin1848 or 1849, and peace continuedundisturbed
in thatpartof the colony.

And for me, after having for these 38 years labored for the
Europeansand the natives,in theNorthandinthe South, hereI
amstill among you,not knowing whereIshallend my career,but
hoping todie discharging my duty, working for the glory of God,
the goodofmy fellow-colonists, and the salvationof my ownsoul.

8

The money collectedon Sunday last, towards the liquidation
of the debt.incurred by the improvements being carried out at
St. Joseph'sChurch,Dunedin, amounted, inall,to £89 4s 6d.


