
THE NEW INFANTARY TACTICS.
T I■■■ ■ ■

(From the
'
Pall MallGazette.')

We certainly move slowly, but it is satisfactory to see that we do
move. Ever since the campaign of 1866, and thepublication of tha"

Tactical Retrospect"—
the first andperhaps the ablest of the many

German pamphletswhich have treatedon the subject of modern war-
fare inrelation tomodern arms

—
a strong feeling has been prevalent

amongmilitary men that our infantry tactics shouldbe modified to
suit present requirements. The campaign inFranceonly confirmed
the impressions formed from that in Germany, and it was felt that,
whether by regulationor without regulation, an alterationmust, in
the c\enb of war,be made inour existing system. At length the
nnbliorilies have spoken,and the resulthas been ashort treatise in the

1 form of sin addendum to the fieldexercise book, termed the
"

Attack
Formation of aBattalion." The principlesonwhich these tactics are
foundedappear sound. Owing to the increased power of fieldartil-
lery, troops acting against anenemy inpositionmu*t not be exposed
in close formation (unless under shelter) at a distance of less than
3,000 yards. Owing to the range andaccuracyof small arms, the
ground over which infantry have to advanceharassed by the destruc-
tive fire of therifle has greatly increased inextent, and,owing also to
the rapidrecharge of thebre?chloader,troops advancingare able tore-
ply to the fire of troopsin position. For these reasonsanop<norderof
movement became necessary, and the sanction of authority and the
force o£ system appeared desirable to forestallthe action whichall
feltmust be inevitable, and whichmany were teachiug withouta fixed
plan. Mencould not advance without firing over the thousandyards
which the enemy's rifles would, withmore or lesseffect, sweep. They
couldnot use their weapons in close order andin double rank, and
there seemed room for tactics between the old skirmishing formation
and the close order of infantry inline or column. Inskirmishing the
soldier sought to approachthe enemy individually, and, so to speak,
by stealth, but positions cannot be carried by a thin and wavering
line, they requireto be forcedby abold attack. Consequently,as the
distance diminishes, the skirmishers disappear,notbybeing withdrawn
or relieved, for traops onceunder fire mustalwaysbe pushedforward,
but by being swept onwards by theadvancing waves of attack. These
wavesor lines are consequently formed of companies,or rather of half
companies,extendedat about tlireepaces interval. As they approach
the enemy they absorb the skirmishers, as they comenearer theyre-
ceive their supports;as they arrive withinabout three hundred yards
the reservescome up,until with whatremains of skirmishes, supports,
andreserves, the final rush is made and theposition carried. Thisin
a few words is the system of attack founded on common sense, and
recognisingthe necessity of organising disorder. Itis no loose drill,
itought to be theperfectionoi intelligent training. Steady advance,
accuratefiring, good leading on thepartof the companies' officers,
flexibility and individual intelligence on thatof the soldier, are the re-
quisites for thenew system of tactics. As in the last great war the
Englishinfantry, in tworanks,met its opponents formedthree or four
deep,so now will they,in single rank, cope withthe denser formations
of continentaltroops. Included, andinaddition tonprescribed rule
of formation, certaiu importantprinciples are enunciatedin the new
regulations;greaterlatitudeis allowed, and morediscretionary pjwer
conceded, to the company's officers. The commanding officer is
directed to explainclearly thepoint of attack. Until the advancebe
made the conduct of the half-battalions is left to themajors;then
the first and second lines come underthe|enfciresupervisionofthe com-
pany's officers, who are responsiblefor their due conduct and for the
proper time for ordering up the supports. Only when the reserves
join the first lines and the final rush is to be made do the superior
officers resume direct command. While laying downaccuraterules
for drill, thenew regulations evidently point to modificationsneces-
sary in themore advancedteachings which all intelligent command-
ing officers should afford to the troops under their comirand. Partial
training ought tosupplementmere drill.
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of .£16,000 inasix-week's jaunt atBath. Necessity drovehim to
literature,and,perhaps, to the stimulus of povertyweowe"The
Rivals," andthe drama3which followed it. With his second wife
he obtained a fortune of .£5,000, and, -with £15,000 which he
realised by the sale of Drury Laneshares, heboughtanestatein
Surrey, from whichhe wasdriven by debts andduns.

The remainder of his Me was a series of shifts, sometimes
brilliant,but oftenerdegrading,toraise moneyandevadecreditors.
Taylor, of the OperaHouse,used tosay that if he took off hishat
toSheridanin thestreetit wouldcost him .£SO, butif hestopped
tospeak tohimit wouldcost him .£IOO. He wasindebtall round
—to his milkman,his grocer,his baker,and his butcher. Some-
times Mrs. Sheridan would be kept waiting for anhouror more
while the servants were beating up the neighbourhood for coffee,
butter,eggs, and rolls.

While Sheridan waspaymasterof thenavy,abutcherone day
brought a leg of mutton to the kitchen. The cook took it and
clappedit into thepot to boil, and went upstairs for themoney;
butnot returning,the butcher coollyremoved thepot-lid, took out
themutton,andwalked awaywithitinhis tray. Yet, while living
in these straits, Sheridan, when invited with his son into the
country,usually went in chaises andfour— he in one,andhis son
Tom followed in the other. The end of all was very sad. For
some weeksbeforehis deathhe was nearly destituteofthe means
of subsistence.

His noble and royal friends had entirely desertedhim. Ex-
ecutions for debt were in his house, andhepassedhis list days in
the custody of sheriffs' officers, who abstained from carryinghim
toprisonmerely because they Avere assured that to removehim
would cause his immediate death.

not restrained her tears when Harrycame to say'farewell;she was
sorry to have him go, yet quiteasmuch for Dora's sake as for her
own. So as liosa didnot pine after the departed, but went back
toher old schcol-lifoandtheDoctor for help andcompany athome,
Ned wassatisfied.

CHAPTER XXII.
HORATIO LEIGHTON TAKES A STEP FORWARD.

Our western friends havebeenneglected;we shall forgetthat
theyhavebeen,unless webring them before us anew.

Inglewoodhad put on the charms of home; the forest wasbeing cleared, andcultured field were growing rich withbeauty,
and cultivated people -were slowly finding out the county-seat.Thegrowthof the townwas like thatof many westerncities, quite
marvellous.

HoratioLeighton, in this rising town, wasa rising man;he
hadalreadybeenchosen, to the State Legislature from the district
wherehe lived, and Ms name spoken of for the office of State
Attorney,and finally he was selected andduly placedin that office.
This was the signal for which he had waited;with this postioncamebravery. Pangs of jealousyhad sometimes made him des-
perate, and the long absences from Athlacca which must neces-
sarily follow hisadvancement, couldnot beborne tillmatters were
settled with his well-"beloved. Still inhis inmost soul he knew
Marionso well, that he was assured he had nothing to fear from
DoctorNelson. Heknewthattheunknownlife of a countrydoctor
couldhaveno attractionsfor one whose ambition was continually
nervinghim on,and whohadoftenextolledhisventuresome forth-
puttingnature,as theground-work of success. Hehadreached a
greatheight already for amanof hisyears, andwhat would henot
aim at,if only he could in the end lay all his honors at her feet!
The day after the news had spreadof his election to the pose ofhonor, the youngman, flushedwithsuccess, came toInglewoodfor
adrivewith Marion,determinedtomake a ventureof hislong con-
templatedproposition. Hewassomewhat irritatedby whatseemed
tohim of late, the constant presence of Doctor Nelson;it vexed
him to thinkhis rival wasof the same faith as Marion, and then
heaskedafter his own faith, and there cameback fromhis soul
only an unsatisfying negative. Church decorations, altar trim-
mings, Sunday-schools, Avere constantlybringing the two together,
andthoughhe occasionallybore apart,it was only as an outsider;
this annoyedhim, he -would end thematter to-day. Ah!mydear
youngmanit will take more than your solitary will tocomplete
thatbargain.

He foundDoctor kelsonwith Marion, arranging "banners and
pictures for the Feasb of the Sacred Heart. She looked up
languidly from her work, ashe spoke of a drive,and expresseda
reluctanceto go at all, butif she went her preference wasfor a
ride. Forthwith horses weresaddled andat the door,although it
was withdifficulty Leightoncould hide his disappointment at the
change. Marion was still exacting, wondering that he couldhave
orderedthatugly pony for her.

IMPROVIDENCE OF GREAT MEN.
[BY SAMUEL SMIIiLES.]

The folly of some menrenowned for great wisdom is conspicuous
ineverycountry. Their foolishness is made manifestin common
affairs of privatelife, even when the worldis ringing with public
applausefor the exhibitionof profound wisdom inpublic affairs.

The proverbialunthriftiness and folly inexpenditurecharac-
teristic of our Daniel Webster is "well known. He was always
receiving large sums as income, and yet involved in debt. He
could take careof theaffairs of the nation,butnot ofhis own.

Lord Bacon was another instance of similar improvidence.
Baconhimself didnofc follow his own advice, but was ruinedby
his improvidence. He was instraits anddifficulties whenayouth,
andinlife was splendid, but his excessive expenditure involved
himindebt, which createda perpetualcraving for money. Bacon
took bribes, and wis thereupon beset by his enemies, convicted,
degradedandruined.

Pitt managed the national finances during aperiodof unex-
ampleddifficulty, yet was himself alwaysplunged in debt. Lord
Carrington, ex-banker, once or twice, at Mr. Pitt's request,ex-
aminedhis householdaccounts,andfoundthe quantity of butchers'
meat charged in the bills at one hundred weight a week. The
charge for servants5 wages,board wages,living andhouseholdbillsiexcoedad.£2,300 ayear. AtPitt's death thenation voted.£IO,OOO
tosatisfy the demands of his creditors; yethis incomehadnever
beenloss than.£6,000 a year, and at one time, with the warden-
ship oi the Cinque Ports,it was nearly a yearmore. Mac-
auliiy truly says that " the character of Pitt would havestood
higher if,with the disinterestedness of Pericles and De Witt, he
hadunited their dignified frugality."

ButPittby no weans stood alone. LordMelville Avas asun-
thrifty in the management of his own affairs as he was of the
money of the public. Fox was an enormous owner,his financial
maximbeing thata manneednever wantmoney if he was able to
payenough for it. Foxcalled the outerroomatAlmack's, wherehe
borrowedonoccasions from .Tew lenders at exhorbitantpremiums,
his

" Jerusalem Chamber." Passion for play washis great vice,
andat a very early age it involved him in debt to anenormous
amount. Itis statedby Gibson thatononeoccasion Poxsatplay-
ing athazard for twentyhours insuccession, losing £11,000. But
deepplay was the vice ofhigh life in those days,andcheating was
not unknown. Sehvyn,alluding to Fox's losses atplay,called him
Charles the martyr.

Sheridanwas the hero of debt. He livedonit. Though he
received large sums ofmoney in one way or another,noone knew
whatbecame of it, for he paid nobody. Itsemed to meltawayin
his hands like snow in Summer. He spent his first wife'sfortune
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