
Anumber of photographic copies of the plansdesignedby Mr.
Petre for the conventual buildings about to. be erectedinDunedin
are beingprepared,inorder to be forwardedto the country districts
that lie along the route followedby Mr. O.Cummins in his journeys
to Queenstown. Mr. Cummins has kindly undertaken to receive
subscriptionsin aidof thebuilding fund,and we wouldagainremind
ourreaders, that tbe efforts which the Dominican Sisters are now
«naking to increase the sphereof their usefulness,arenot intended for
the benefit of Dunedin only, bufc that the interests of the whole
provinceof Otagoareinvolvedin havinghigh class schoolsestablished
inthe capital, where they will be withineasy reachof all.

Inthe course of an article,entitled
"

Our Juries," in last week's
issue of our contemporary,the'Saturday Advertiser,' the following
remarks occur:

—
"Then the Grand Jury deprived the public from

having, in the'Evening Star'case, the lawof libel properly laiddown
There is little doubt among impartial observers, that the ecclesiastical
element had some weight with them, and that they usurped the
functions both of judge and petty jury. We take leave tosay that
this is not the way tomake for peace, or maintain a healthy state of
opinion in a community of mixed religious persuasions. It is a
practicalillustration of the conclusion at which many havearrived,
that it is more than time that the Grand Jury system should be
abolished." j

The
'
CharlestonHerald' says:

"
Theyhaveacuriosity inOtago,

which had Barnum only known of would have now been at Phil-
adelphiaastonishing the Yankees. It is a Water Race that talJcs—

at
least, so saith the

'Otago Witness' of a recent date. '
For sale:a

waterrace that will speak for itself * * * on thewest
bank of the Molyneux * * * a good home for two i
men/ A rather damp homeIshould think for two men."

Manyofour readerswill be pleased,butnot surprised, tohear
thatMr. J. J. Woods, of Lawrence,has gaineda fresh distinction.
Some months ago a prize was offered for the composition of a
melody, to -which the fine words of the New Zealand Anthem,
written by Mr. Thomas Bracken, might be sung, and on the
appointedday twelve manuscripts were sent in and immediately
forwarded to Melbourne, to be submitted to the judgment of
certainprofessionalgentlemenof eminence. Eachof the judges

—
Messrs: Zeplin, Zelman, andSiede— was furnishedwithaseparate
copy of the various compositions which he criticized apartfrom
his confreres, and it is particularly worthy of remark that the
superior excellence of the melody composed by Mr. Woods was
recognisedby all three critics simultaneouslyand withoutconsul-
tation;thus it is seen tobefacileprinceps.

A plan is at presentunder consideration which has for its
object the supplying of the city of Sydney with water fromthe
UpperNepeanRiver. The undertaking wouldbea gigantic one,
as it wouldnecessitate the constructionof anaqueduct sixty-three
milesinlengthandatacostof .£1,146,000.

Considerablealarm prevails in Dunedin arising from the
frequent and daringburglaries that continuetobe reported. We
havenodoubtbutthat thepoliceare fully capableof dealing with
the matterand that the measures taken by them for the detection
of the offending partieswill result insuccess j butmeanwhile it is
theduty of all householders to be prepared for the unwelcome
nocturnal visitors, sothat they may at least be accorded a warm
receptionon putting in an appearance, if itbe found impossible
thenand there to apprehend them. We do not at all believein
being" stuck up"in theheartofacivilised town.

A veet strong reason why drinking direct from water-taps
shouldnot bepractisedmay be found in the fact (saysthe 'Bal-
larat Evening Post') that a water-snake ran through a tap on
Friday, which would, have been a most objectionable thing to
swallow. This interesting reptile

—
which was abouta footlong,

andaboutthe thickness of a stout piece of cord
—

wasdiscovered
by a manworkingat the St. George"claim, Sebastopol, which was
running off water from a 2in. pipe into a gold-saving machine.
This snake is described asbeing so tough and wiry as totake the
strengthof a spadetochopit intobits.

The 'Southland Times,' in an amusing article wherein it
roundly censures theOtago * Guardian,' lays claim to superiorexcel-
lence on tbeplea that it is quoted by the Melbourne}1Argus' more
frequently thnu almostany otherNewZealandnewspaper. Its further
states that it is supported by an overwhelming majority of thepeo-
ple|of education, "intelligence andproperty

—
though last not least

—
inits province,and finally it windsup as follows

— *' We canafford to
laugh at the rowdy ignoramus atDunedin whohas comedownsouth-
ward for wool, and judging by all we hear, has only got shorn."
This is language that is hardly "parliamentary"ina journalof such
pretensions. Itis, however, a pity that the Otago'Guardian* is not
a Catholic paper as in that case "rowdy ignoramus" would inall
probability be honoredby a placein the enobling columtie of thebig
brother at Melbourne to whichour vituperativecontemporary alludes
with suchpride.

' .
We havereceived fromthe GovernmentPrinterseveralnum-

bers of'Hansard,' ending with thatdatedOctober20.

Wesee in'Forestand Stream
'

that during arecent explora-
tionof BaxterBiver,NewGuinea,a boaconstrictor was shotT Itslength was fifteenfeet threeinches,anda protuberanceinitsbodyfourteenanda half inches indiameterwhencut openproved tobethebody of a wholekangaroo, only partially digested.

At the recent matncrlation examinationof the LondonUni-versity,heldat St. Stanislms' College,Tnllabeg,Tullamore,four-teencandidatespresented themselves fromvarious Irishcolleges,andninepassed. St. Stanislaus' College -was particularlysuccess-ful, all its six candidateshaving passed
—

two in honors, three inthe first class, and onein the second. Of the remainingeight,threepassed
—

one fromClongowesCollegeinhonors;andone fromCarlow College in the first class, and one from Limerickin thesecond. Froma correspondence in the 'Times'it wouldappearthat some of thepapers set, especially the geometrypapers,havebeenmore thanusually difficult, but this only makes allthemoregratifying the marked success that one of our Irish collegeshasachieved,at its first attempt too, in anexaminationof sohighastandardas thatof theLondonUniversity.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Friday, Oct. 27, 1876\

well the natureof the Christianity inculcated by them;and
inculcated with success,so that, wedoubt not,at the present
day,thelikeholy creedisprofessed,andacteduponbynumbers
of the descendants of those same Indians; though probably
many, as it is elsewhere, yielding to the depravity of their
human nature, are false to theteaching ofthe Church of God,
andgiveoccasion frequently to herenemies to blaspheme.

THE PRINCESS THEATRE.
However flatteringmaybethe appreciationaccordedtohis variousrepresentations,Mr.Dampiercanhardlygive amoreefficientproof
oi the highorder ofhis talentthanthatevinced inhisreadingandpersonationof thedifficultpartof Grimaldi, taken byhimin the-play thatbears this name. The character represented is thatofanoldFrench actor falleninto poverty,butwho retainsinadver-sityhis kindlinessofnature,with thevivacity for whichhis raceisdistinguished, and the refinementof ahijfh-bredgentleman. Thedifficulty of the part consists in the extreme ease withwhichifc^might becompletelydistorted,orrather,perhaps,the skillrequired1

toavoidexaggeration. Ample scopeis affordedfor flagrantrantimrandviolent action;but Mr.Dampierneverdisplays the slightesttendency to one or the other of these faultsj his voice is wellmodulated, and his manner throughout perfectly natural, nevermoreagitated thanthe expression of the feeling by whichheissupposedtobe actuated demands, andnever leaning towards thegrotesque shoulder-shrugging andextensionof thehands, whichare ordinarily associatedwith thepopularEnglish ideaofaFrench--man. Hehap, however,managed to catch thepeculiargesticula-tion that distinguishes the more refined members of the greatCeltic nation,and,wonderfultosay,withouttheleast tinge of cari-cature. Heexhibits the character portrayed as thatof amanofdeep and tender feeling, but who is still a thorough manof theworld. This is especially noticeable in the scene whereinGrimaldilearns the flightof his adopteddaughter, Violet,fromthe stao-e onwhichshe was about to be crowned witha brilliantsuccess.
°

Theoldactor sinks under theblow, but yetaccepts the inevitablewithanadmirable calmness, andone mostdifficult to expresswithoutdisplaying a want of feelinganda stiffness incompatible with theheart-breakimplied.
Inthepart referredto,Mr.Dampierwas supportedmost effici-entlyby the other members of the corps dramatique,Mrs. WalterHill, as Violet,acted with grace andspirit,andMissLily May sus-tained the role of Julia excellently. Messrs Hooper, Clinton,Saville,andKeoghalso acquitted themselvescapitally— -especiallythe latter, who,as Wopshot,gained loud applause.

AUCKLAND.
OnSunday, Oct.1, the jubilee wasopened in St.Patrick's Cathe-dralby the Vicar-GeneralFatherFynes. TheHolyFather'sEncycli-
calletter,thehistory of the jubilee,itsnature,andtheconditionsre-quired togain the indulgencesattached toit, werefully explainedandstronglyenforcedatvespersby theVicar-General, whopreachedon the occasiona discourse which will be long rememberedby notonly thepeopleof St.Patrick's,butevenby thosemoreaccustomedtohis voice, who had the good fortune of being present. Some
who wereunawarethat the Vicar-Generalintendedtopreach, andsincerely rejoiced tosee himloot so well, wereagreeablysurprisedtohearfrom himadiscourse which for vigor andeloquencehasnotbeensurpassedby himat any time thatIcanremember during aseventeenyears residencebothat PanmureandinAuckland. Thevery rev. gentleman explained lucidly the objects of Christian
jubilees generally, andat length came to this, whichis toremain
inforceto the 31st dayofDecember of thepresent year. He thenpassedon to themoreparticularduties of the congregation beforehim. Heexhortedthem that inorder tosave their immortal soulstheyshould enter intothe spirit of the ensuing jubilee. Duringthe week discourses weredeliveredby FathersO'Hara (Otalmhu),o'l'1^1

'(Stl Patrict's). The Vicar-O-eneral,FathersWalterMDonald, O'Keilly (Coromandel), O'Hara, and O'Dwyer heardconfession during the week,and large numbers availed themselvesof theirpious labors. The evening services werecrowded;itmusthavebeen deeply gratifying to the zealous pastors to witness thezealand punctuality with which their flock attendedto their re-ligious dutiesduring the week.
■ci ai?" Te§? et tostate tha* we of our devotedandfaithfulpriests,
.feather Paul, stationed at Onehun^a, has a second time beenmartyredforresistingthe iniquitous educationtaxof thisProvince.OnlastThursday, the12thinst., the <> LiCrow-bar Brigade enteredhis residence and seized a chest of drapers, which was sold atauction for 50s. A short time back Br. Wallis, thePresbyterianminister, was likewise subjectedto ttnlike treatment.
4.v i.7? co^clusion> fcheCatholics ofthis city hail with thankfulnessthat tins dioceseisabouttoenjoy tho adveatagesof thenresenceofthe distinguishedBishop of Dunedin. We willreceive his Lord-
shipm the time-honoredwords of my native tongue witha cead
mille failtha.

°
TJ.F.
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