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[feomotjr exchanges.]

The 'Freeman's Journal
'

of August 21st, says :—":
— "The an-

nouncement which itis our mostpainfulduty tomake to-day of the
deathof theVeryRev.Monsignor DeanO'Connellwillberead with
deep, universal, and unaffected sorrow throughout the length and
breadthof Ireland. Heexpiredyesterday athis residence,Welling-
ton-road,after a comparativelybriefillness, havingattainedtothe
patriarchal age of'eighty-four years. For some time past the
venerable Deanhadbeen showing the evidences of bodily decay,
but his large circle of friends, hoping almost against hope, were
trustful that the sadendmight be distant still, and that the good
and genial old priest might be spired amongst them for along
while yet tocome. But ithas pleasedGod that it shouldbe other-
wise,andby themournful event which wechronicle to-day a void
has beenmade m many a circle whichitwillnot be easy tofill tip.
Few names werebetter or more widely knownthan his, andeven
in the ranks of the devoted and cherished hierarchy of the Irish
Church there wasnot one who was regarded witha more affection-
ate reverence,orheld a more honored place in thepopularheart.
He is nearly thelast of a groat oldraceof ecclesiastics who, whilst
they lived, connected the Irish Church of our happier time with
the IrishChurch,of persecution and of sorrow,andby whom the
peace andprosperity itnow enjoys wereall the more appreciated
because o£ their ownmemories and the traditions of the somewhat
gloomy if glorious past.

We gladly note thatat the matriculation examination at the
London University,severalof our IrishCatholic collegeshavebeen
particularlysuccessful. The examinations were held simultane-
ously by identicalprinted papers at London,Liverpool,Manches-
ter, Birmingham, Ushaw, Stoneyhurst, and the Jesuit College of
St. Stanislaus nearTullamore. At the last-mentioned place,out of
fourteen candidates whopresented themselves fromSt. Staislaus'
itself, from Clongowes, from Carlow College,and from theDiocesan
College of Limerick, nine passed with high honors; the success
denotedby whichfact becomes all the more marked when weadd
that of the total number examined in England

—
690— only 302

cameup to the required standard. What, then, is thatwe hear
abouta Catholic system of education being calculated to"cramp
the humanmind ?"

At the Belfast Police Court, August 18, highly satisfactory
evidence was accorded as to the exemplaryconduct of theCatholics
during the disgraceful riots while subjected to the greatestprovo-
cation. Itappears that there was a riot in Institution-place,and
that theCatholics when called upon to desist fromstone-throwing,
which they had resorted to in defending themselves from the
Orangeparty,at once complied, while the oppositepartynot only
stoned,but fiired on thepolice.

Dr.Butcher, ProtestantBishopofMeath,diedunder verymelan-
choly circumstances. He had been suffering for some time past
fromavtry serious illness,andhadjust passeda restlessnight when
a rushof blood to the head supervened, and caused a temporary
loss ofreason. During the continuance of the mania,he seized the
opportunity afforded by the absence of his attendants to cut his
throatwith a razor. The loss of blood immediatelyrestored his
senses,andhe gave an explanation of the deed he had doneby
writing ona pieceof paper the single word, "Mad;" buthe was
too seriously woundedtorecover, andhediedinhalf anhour. He
■wasa manof consideiableabilities, waspopularinhis ownChurch,
andrecently distinguished himself by an able reply toProfessor
Tyndall'sBelfast address.

It is our melancholy duty to record the death of Michael
Dunne, Esq., J.P., Ballymanus House,Queen's County, which sad
event tookplaceonAugust IS. The deceased gentleman wasever
the kindly host, the cheerful companion. As a magistrate his
decisions were always just. As a landlord he was kindandin-
dulgent;andas a sporting gentleman he took aprominentpart

inall the racing events of theprovince. In1852 the votersmadea mighty effort, and the powerfulFitzpatrick of Ossory waaobliged torelinquishhis position as member of Parliament, andhonest MichaelDunne, of Ballyinanus, was electedinhisplace.From thattime until1865 Mr.Dunneheld his positionas M.P.forthe Queen'sCounty, and although in 1857 anotherserere contesttook place,hedefeated both the Ossoronian lordand the'premierbaronet, Sir CharlesHenry Coote. From the very foundationof
the Queen's County Independent Club he waa ever one of its
warmestand most ardent supporters.

The great musical festival atBayreuthwasopenedon the 13th
August. The subject,Wagner's "Niebelungen-ring,"is, in fact,an
opera onthe greatnationalpoem of Germany. ¥o opera of moderntimes has been placed on the boards with greater "pomp andcircumstance." Kaiser William,KingLudtvig of Bavaria (Wag-
ner's patron), the flower of theGermannobility, withDoinPedroandamultitude of foreigners from all countries wereassembled
atBayreuth. When we reflect that the Ehein-gold or prologue
occupied twoandahalf hours, wecan form someidea of the gigan-
tic conception of the artist who undertook to exhibit in Tintedmusic the whole historical plot of the "Niebelungen-lied." TheGermans are a thorough people— wonderful in their scientific,
philological and musical attainments, and the metaphysical air
which everywhereinvests their literature;but"Vaterland"is at
thebottomof all. Their great poem owed its revival to there-
action against French supremacy in Germany during the firstdecadesof the present century. Itdidgoodservice then,anditis
politic,because soothing to thenational vanity of Deutschland, toreproduceit withall the attractions of a gorgeous dramaticdress
and appropriate music. No wonder the Germans are wild with
excitement.

Twelve Sistersof Charity whom the iniquitousecclesiasticallawsof Germany havedriven from their nativecountry,arrived in
New York last week by the steamer Calland. After a days' stay
for necessary repose they left for Manitowac, Wisconsin, wherethey are to take charge of St.Francis' Hospital. Thus is America
gaining- at the expense of Germany.

Itis consoling to find that not only CatholicbutProtestant
papers see andwrite of things inItalyasthey really are. " Evan-
gelicalChristendom, for July says:

— "The works of Strauss and
Eenan have done their work only too well in Italy. One and
another free thinking society arose, the members of which bury
their dead tsithout the intervention of priest orpastor. Blatantirreligion, in hybrid forms, covers the land. Meninexaltedposi-
tions arenot slow to utter forth their impieties. Doubtlessthere
aremembers of the English legislatures who haveno faithin th«Unseen, but the tone of surrounding societyprevents its expres-
sion. Itis otherwise in the Italian Parliament, there are men
who are not ashamed to rise in their place and scout the verythought of the existence ofa living andpersonalGod."

Great affliction (says the 'Weekly Register') is felt at theVatican,as, indeedin all CatholicEome, atthe applicationof the
new law inregard tooaths j in obedience to which, from the date
of the 20bh July, the book of the Holy Gospels has disappeared
from the courtsof law as a superfluity!

That so-called and much-prated "public utility" legitimizes
many an injustice now-a-days, and many a glaring sacrilege—
legitimizesbefore the world, but not before God. Ittakesmore
thanpublicutility to justify in His sight the destruction of His
temples,and thatmore the Vandals in Eome cannot show for the
demolition,of the churches of St.Theresa, SantaMaria Maddalena
de Pazzi andSt. Cajus, situated along the Via VentiSettembre.
The ecclesiastical authorities had taken theprecautiontoremove
the altar stonesand the relics. But the questionis, whatis to be
done with thebones of thenunsunder theChurch of St. Theresa?
Many of those nuns died in the odor of sanctity. The sacrilege
becomes more horrible when those sacred ashes aredisturbedby
hands so unholy.

The Jewish race still preserves its remarkable vitality. In
Austrian Galicia, where there are now 500,000 Israelites, the in-
creaseduring the semi-century from 1821to1870,according to the
tables of JosephHam, has been 150 per cent ," while the ordinary
populationhas only increased 25 per cent.

Vice-ConsulDupuis, inhis report this year onthe trade of the
port of Susa, Tunis, makes remarks on the subject of the project
for submerging the region of Djerid by constructing a canal at
Gabes, andso creatinganinlandsea. He considers that therecent
surveyscompute the idea,of there havingbeen formerlyaconnec-
tion withthe Mediterranean,and ofthe chokingup ofthepassage
for the water,anidea, perhaps, basedupon the inferiority of level
to that of the sea,but in his opinion the observationsmade seem
toendorse the factof allthe regionhavingbeenunder water. The
desert hasbeen gradually extendedin the districtbetween Tripoli
and Egypt, covering parts onc9 fertile, and has in likemanner
encroachedon the Tunisian southern frontier betweenit andTri-
poli. Itis presumedthat the disappearanceof the wateris due to
the encroachmentof the deserts, causedby the actionof the winds
during the long successionof centuries, aided by absorptionandby
evaporationoccasioned by thepresence ofthe vast scorching desert
in the south Tunis being a lake country, and recent discoveries
havingbrought to light vast sheets of water in Africa, the vice-
consul suggests that the idea of an inland seahaving existed need
not seem startlingto us.

A Protestant lady, -who has been the principal of a public
graded school, and who also knows something by experience of
public schools in the country districts, writes to the 'Catholic
Columbian

'
that while she considers " thatpublic schools are cer-

tainly better, verymuch better than no schools atall," she does
not think them" thebest schools for boys orgirls." Her attention,
she says,has been lately drawn to the subject of convent schools
by a conversationwhichtookplacebetweenherself andthe"

highly
■j educated" wife of a Methodist minister, who, in regretting the

Friday, Oct. 20, 1876.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFITSOCIETY, DUNEDIN BRANCH, No. 73.
The usual fortnightly meeting of the above Branch was held in
the South Australian Hall on Monday evening;the President
occupied the chair. A circular fronithe Christchurch Branch, sug-
gesting the formation of one district for the Middle Island, was
read and received. A letter was read from the Secretary of the
AkaroaBranch(Bro. JohnCullen), whichexpressedthe willingness
of that Branch to be included in theproposedOtago andCanter-
bury District. At thepreviousmeetingletters were received from
the Oamaru and Lawrence Branches agreeing to the resolutions
passedby the Dunedin Branchre Districts. The C.S.,onbehalf
of the Executive Directory, also expresseda hope that a district
wouldbe formedinOfcago without delay, andgivingpermissionto
make bye-laws for the better management of the district. Bro.
J.J. Connordrew the attention of themeeting to the fact thatno
specific time had beendecided upon for the first meeting of dele-
gates;he thought this amatterthatrequiredimmediate considera-
tion. After some discussion, it was agreed tolet the matterstand
over for a monthor two, the Secretary remarking that the first
Monday inJanuary, 1877, wouldbe themost suitable time for hold-
ing the first meeting. Bro. Cantwell moved

—
1. That, taking into

consideration the geographical position of the West Coast and
NelsonBranches, it is the opinionof this Branch thatit is not to
the interest of theBranches in Otago andCanterbury toamalga-
mate with the aforesaid West Coast andNelson Branches for the
purpose of forming one district for the Middle Island. 2. That
this Branch adheres to its former resolutions re districts. The
resolutions were secondedby P.P.Bro.Brennan,andcarriedunani-
mously without discussion. The amount of cash receivedduring
the eveningwas £7 12s.
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