
RUSSIAN LIBERALITY
Ithas oftenseemedstrange tous that thepeopleof theUnitedStates
should regardRussia withsuch admiration andsympathy. Thereis
nothing inherhistory, orin. the spiritandpolicy of her government,
to inspire such feelings. Her peopleare ignorant andsemi-barbarous.
The nobles are luxurious,immoral,cruel andarbitrary in their treat-
ment of their dependents. The Czar is a despot,nor can all bis
patronage of literature and art conceal the arbitrarinessand tyrarny
which have always characterised, and which characterise to-day the
severity andcruelty ofhis government. Frederick11. of Prussia was
apatron of literature and of art, but no less a tyrant for all that.
Andin Russia, whateverefforts are made to advanceeducation, aremade, not inthe interests of the people,but in those of theGovern-
ment. The schools andother educationalinstitutionsare managed
andsustained simplyas engines for increasing the strengthofthe Gov-
ernment. Religion is employed inthe same manner. The Russia-Greek"Church

"
is simply aState organisation,entirely under Statecontrol;and fora memberof that"Church"toopenly abandon and

become aCatholic,is regardedby theStateas anact of rebellionandtreason, as much so as open resistance of any State enactment.Russians maybe Rationalists, Atheists, Infidelsof any school or classwhatever,may livein the most open immorality,and yet,as long asthey nominally adheie to the State "Church," are regardedas loyal,
Christian subjects;but if they separate from that "Church," and
practice, or profess Catholicity, they are treatedas rebelsand traitors.

The publicis familiar with the accountsof almost inconceivably
cruel barbaritiespracticedby the officials of the Russian Governmentin thepast,and up to time quite recent;but it seems tobe supposedthat, oflate years,and under the "enlightened" administrations of
thepreviousand of the present Czar, all this has been done away
with. Itis not so, however. And if evidence that it is not werewanting,it would be found in the manner in which thousands of
Catholics in Poland have been beaten, scourged, and banished, or
starved byRussian soldiery, with a view to compelling them to ab-
jure the Catholic religion andpractice that of the

"
Greek Church."

Great account has been madeof theemancipation of the serfsby
theGovernment of Russia j but those who are acquainted with the
real natureof that step and thepresentconditionof things, knowthat
it wasablow aimed at the nobles with a view to diminishing their
importanceand power, which the Czar regardedas dangerous tohim-self,and that the real interests of the serfs was the last thing cared
for. The serfs,infact, liave only changedmasters. From dependents
ofthenobles, they havebecome slaves of themunicipalities or com-
munities into which they are aggregated,and they arenomore free-
men to-day than they were before the decree of emancipation wasmade.--'Catholic Standard.'

WHO DOES OUR THINKING?
It frequentlyhappensthat if oneindividual expresses,boldlyandwith muchassurance,bisviewsupon asubject, that hundreds who
in reality never before gave the subject— whatever it be— a
moment's thought, profess to be oi the same way of thinking.Due deferenceto theviewsof thosewhohavecarefullyinvestigatedasubject, is- ever commendable,and whether we bring our mindsto think as they doornot,itis well dispassionatelyto weigh, theirthoughts and reasons; for no person with brains can have anypatienceeither with ignorance or narrow mindedness which, arro-gatesto itself the ability to judge. But in these;days of high-pressure idiosyncrasies,sham, fussiness,andpretence,it is necessaryto

"
haveamind of your own," and not to rely implicitlyuponothers for opinions

—
tohavea reasonable opinionof your own,and

nottobeobliged to let someoneelse doyour thinking.
Itis sometimes refreshing to see a person tearingright andleftat some theoryor styleof art that doesnotpleasehispeculiarfancy or long fostered notions. It is pleasant, we say,if the de-molishei1has strength, wit and ingenuity. But every one who"undertakesto teardownshouldbear inmind the fact, thatvituper-ationis not argument,and that itis much easier to tear to piecesthantobuildup,poisonousniiasina may wither thesweetest flower,and a ruthless hand tear up the plantwhich has beencarefullyfostered. J

There isnothing,probably,sohard toargue downas opinionswithregard to works of art. A person beholds a paintin» andadmires it; tohim it |is very beautiful, and if he |has dabbledalittle among thebrushesanddaubedthe canvas himself, bethinkshe can tell why the picture has peculiar excellencies. In rainanother individualtellshimit isaroughspecimen;thatthe artistwas an amalgam of oddity, impudence and conceit. He mayrightly informthe connoisseur thathe is not criticising theartist,but the work, andhe is bringing his own optics to bear upon that"work. Another person, possessing some musical culture, mayadmire the compositionof some composer, or the styleof playingof somevirtuoso, and it would be extremely difficult to convincesuch aperson that thecompositionsfwerenot melodious,or thattheperformances werenotbrilliant.— 'Church'sMusicalVisitor/
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PLOUGHING.

A PPLICATIONS areinvitedto20thNOVEMBER, for Plough*"*"*"
ing about 3000 Acres of River-FlatLand (in lots to suit

applicants),on the"WantwoodEstate.
Horsefeed,farrier work,and storessupplied on theground.
Further informationonthe station.

P. K. M'CAUGHAN.
TO LET.

~ ~~"

Ift AHA ACEES Eirer 1&tLand onthe WantwoodEstate, forJ-O5 \J\J\J a termofyears, in lots of not less than 300acres.
Wantwood is on the MatauraRiver,andis within10milesof theMainTrunk Railway at Gore on the one side, and an equaldistancefrom the Invercargill andKiagstonRailwayOn the other,and toeachStationthere isa goodroad.
The Land is of exceptionally superior quality j cleared, welldrained, andespecially suited for growingwheatandroot crops.
There are extensive deposits of coal on the property, to whichLessees willhave ireeaccess.

1 The Lessor will let the above either in its natural state, orploughed, fenced,andseed supplied—
at the optionofapplicants.

A fixedrent willbe received,or apercentage of the yieldperacreof grain.
All further informationon the station.

P. K.M'CAUGHAN

iy- OTICE TO ARCHITECTS.
Competitive Designs willbe receivedon6th November, for aThree-storeyBrick andPlaster HotelandShops on thesiteof thepresentGlasgow ArmsHotel, Dunedin.
OneHundredPoundswillbepaidfor theplans,detaildrawings,

andspecifications approvedof. &

Planof the ground willbeseen at the aboveHotel.
MICHAEL MURPHY.

T^O BE LET with immediatepossession,aSHOP with THfIIEE
ROOMS, YARD, &c,doing a goodbusiness in the Main-streetand
Centreof Timarufor five or sevenyears,to belet cheapper week.
Address,F.F.D.,Post Ofllce, Timaru.

MR. P. T. F I N N(Late of Victoria),
'

SOLICITOR,
COMMERCIAL CHAMBERS,

DUNEDIN.

Manyof ourreaders will be interestedinlearningthatMr. JGrogan— agentleman well-known andmuch respected inDunedin—
has commenced business asaprovisionmerchant in thepremiseslatelyoccupied by Mr. Stohr, butcher, inMaclaggan-street. MrGroganhopes,by strict attention to the desiresof hiscustomers,'

by moderate charges, and promptness in executing orders, todeservea reasonable share of public patronage;and wehavenodoubtthathis numerous friends in thia city will join withus inwishinghim success inhis newundertaking.
Mb. Samson's long-established tailoring establishment con-tinues tomaintain itshighreputationfor thefashionable style andexcellentquality of the clothing turned out by it. Severable valu-ablea&titigus.have latelybeen made to its stock.

Mb. CorneliusM'Cajithy,agentleman furnished withhigh-
class testimonialsfrompersons of consideration,as wellas from the
Educational Board of Victoria,has openedacommercialandclas-
sical schoolinMiltonHall,Stuart street,Dunedin. Mr.MrCarfchy
was for someyears engagedinthescholasticprofessioninVictoria,
wherehepresidedwithremarkable success over a State schoolin
animportanttown,andwherehegained forhimself the reputation
of being a thoroughly efficient teacher. His pupils in Dunedin
willhave thedouble advantage of the discipline and system en-
forced in public schools,and the care given to those whoattend
private classes,andwill experiencethe benefitof being instructed
by amaster accustomed to prepare advancedstudents for public
examinations,inadditiontohis acknowledgedskillin theordinary
work ofa well-conductedschool.

HistobicaXi! Vide "JurorsReportsand Awards, New Zealand
Exhibition." Jurors :J. A. Ewen, J. Butterworth, T. C. Skinner."So far as the Colony is concerned, thedyeing of materials is almost
entirely confined to the re-dyeing ofArticles ofDress andUpholstery)
amostuseful art,for there are many kinds ofmaterial that lose their
colour before the texture is half worn. G. HjBSCH, of Dunedin
(Dttnedin Dye Woeks, Georgestreet,oppositeRoyalGeorgeHotel)
exhibits a case of specimensof DyedWools, Silks,and Feathers, and
dyed Sheepskins. The colors on the wholeare very fair, and reflect
considerablecredit on.theExhibitor,towhom the Jurors recommended
anHonorary Certificate should be awarded." Honorary Certificate*629: G-ustav Hirsch Dunedin, for specimens of Dyeiug in SilkFeathers, &c.

"Duke of Edinbttbgh."
—

The old woodenstructure that didduty as the Dukeof Edinburgh Hotel, inRussell-street for somany
years, has, we are pleased to observe, given place to a new brick
building, erected at considerable cost,in order to meet therapidly in-
creasingrequirements of this popular and importantpartof thecity
The present proprietor,MrD. Haeeis, has sparedno reasonable ex-
pense infurnishing andfitting thebuilding witheverymodern comfort
and convenience. The situation is extremelyhealthy, and commands
splendidviews of the oceanand harbour, andis withineasyreach of
thebusiness part ofthe city. Persons inpursuitofa respectable and
comfortableresidence will do welltogo to the

"
Duke ofEdinburgh*'

Hotel,Russell-street, Dunedin.
— [Advt.]


