
SUBIACO AND LYNDHURST.
(To the Editor of the

'
Freemans'fi Journal.')

Sir,— In your issue of the 12th instant, yougave anextract from an
Irish paper relating to the purchase of a house called Cl&remont,
which eighty years ago belonged toa certainDenis Browne, who had
been in his days a persecutor of the Catholics, andthe writer goeion
to say that thehouse is aboutbeing convertedinto a convent, which
will benodoubo very gallingto the bigots of this country as well as
those of|Ireland. But the "miraculous change

" anticipatedby the
conversionof the house into a convent, although a sourceof exulta-
tion to everyone who,likemyself, takes aninterestin the triumphsof
the trueChurch, is quite thrown into the shade by events of a similar
character thathaveoccurred in this countryinhalf the time mentioned
by the writer of the extractabove quoted. In Irelanda well-devised
planhas beenprepared,but wehave the work completedin amanner
surpassing allhuman expectationin—

say forty years
—

asIwillpre-
sently show, that is if you kindly consent to give the followingex-
tract a placein your valuable journal:

—
Eleven years ago, after the

burning of old St M«ry'e, at the solicitation of someof my friends I
wroteand published"Reminiscences of Catholicismin the early days
of the colony,"andas there are many now in the country whonever
read these scraps (and who maynot be awareof the truly wonderful
change thathas takenplacein the social position of ourpeople), they
may findnot only information, but a just cause to glorify God, who
has given His people bo great a victory over the enemies of His
Church. The following is the extract:— Oh, what a change inone
short life, to see asIhave seen the Catholic disabledby statute from
holding anyoffice of trust, deridedby the bigotandpitiedby the well-
disposed

—
to seehim able to take his place amongst other menwith-

out any one darnig tomake allusion to his opinions
—

to see that re-
ligion, which,inthe days of my boyhoodwas abadge of disgrace,now
theproudboast of menseeking Parliametary honours

—
to see it the

religion of doctors, lawyers, judges,judges, and governors,to see us allowed
to educate our childreu as we like

—
this is indeed a change. This

trainof thinking brings me back to Parramatta. AlthoughIhave
not the slightest wish to write what would offend any one,I
thinkIwould not be doing justice to posterityifIdid not mention
one or two facts that may serve as a beacon to others to warnthem
frominterfering wiih that Church with which Christ has promised to
remainuntil time shall be no more. Shortly after the daportationof
Father O'Flynn,HannibalM'Arthur, who was then the greatman of
Parramatta, met apoor Catholicmanandasked him why his children
werenot at Sunday school? The man said his wife wasafree woman,
and that she wouldnot allowhim to interfere with the children,"Very
well," said Mr.M'Arthur, "noodds,"if your children are not at the
Sunday schoolnext Sunday youmay expectmyseverest displeasure."
The man wenthome and told his wife all that passed,but she was
free and started off to Sydney, where she and they were out of his
reach, and where she reared themall strict Catholics, which they still
remain. One of these children holds now a higher situationunder
Government than everMr. M'Arthur filled. But this is not all.
Mr.M'Arthur wasof the public men about Parramatta the most
bitteropponentof Catholicity,Ihopeand trusthis oppositionwas
conscientious. Well, whathasbeenthe consequenceof this opposi-
tion? Why anall-wiseProvidence haspunishedhiminawaythat
may serveasa warningtoothersnot to interferewith His Church.
By the working of aninscrutableProvidencethat splendidmansion,
builtby Mr. M'Arthur withoutcareof thecost, thatbeautifulfarm
onwhichhe bestowed so much care to render it worthy of the
namehe gaveit, viz., the Vineyard, has turned into

—
what ? into

astockyardor into abrewery ? No,but intowhat is much worse,
into a hotbed for Popery,into a Benedictine Convent! Yes, the
greatman's Vineyardis turned into Sabiaco, and now Aroh.bish.op
Poldinar, thePope's delegate, rules the vineyard. There must be
something in this! Well, somuch for Parramatta. Now we will
gopast Subiaco on the steamer to Sydney,andas wenear Sydney
we seebeforeus, alittle to the right, a splendid mansion. What
placeis that? Oh, says a feHow-passenger,

" that is what they
call Lyndhurst." And wellIknowLyndEurst,and the man that
built it

—
he, too,was opposed to Catholicity;Ihope it was con-

scientiously, buthe was opposedto it without any mistake" and
he, too,built a splendid mansion for himself

—
Dr Bowmanbuilt it

for his ownprivate residence, andnowitis converted, just like the
Vineyard, into a college for making young priests, for educating
the rising youthinwhat the doctor wouldcallPopery. Here again
atLyndhurst Archbishop Polding rules for the Pope. There is

y something strange in this ! Now, Mr. Editor, these are facts
patent toallus old hands, forIcanappealto Dr Lang as to the
truthof these statements. Buthow is itto be accounted for that
two gentlemen, who above all others were pre-eminent for their
opposition to Catholicity, should, by some means or other, be
thwartedin this extraordinarymanner, inbeing themselves made
themeans for the aggrandisement of the Church they disliked ? Is
the finger of Providence visiblehere ? Ithink it is.

Iremain, your obedientservant,
C. Fitzpateick.

G-oulbourn, August 21st,1876.

GENERAL NEWS.
Among the many ways of honoring the HolyFather on the

30th anniversary of his coronation that adopted by the Unita
Cattolica, was exceedingly fitting. Itmay indeedbe said of Pius
IX.,thatallmensay goodthings of him j and the Unita collected
a few of these sayings uttered by the most important men in
Europe,andstrung them, asit were into a wreath. Among them
are the following:

"Pope Pius IX. was humaneand good," Lord
Palmerston in the Commons, 1856. "He is rich in the most
precious gifts of a prince: fortitude and loyalty," Massim
D'Azegolio, "Isee inPius IX.only themost amiable andillumi-
nated Sovereign," LordJohnRussell.

"The respectableold man
who has spread over the Papacy the lustre of his virtues," M.
Thiers. "Under his whitehairs peace and libertyare brought to
the universe," Father Lacordaire. "What ingratitude has not
this generous andmeek Pontiff encountered,"M. Guizot. "Inde-
fending his ancient rights Pius IX. defends the public right of
Europe," Villemain. The list might be greatly enlarged,but this
will suffice to show the appreciationof greatwritersand thinkers
for Pius IX.

The Catholics of Rome have been warned against signing a
programme that is being circulated amongst them, which is noth-
ingmore nor less than a scheme for making the electionof the
nextPope by popularsuffrage. Those whohavesignedthisimpious
document havebeendeclaredguilty of schism.

The newconstitution in Spain, including the articleonreli-
gious toleration, is at last the law of the land. It passed the

\ Senate towardsthe end of last week by a much larger majority
IthanevenCanovas del Castillo seems tohave expected;and the
Isamemaybesaid of thebillfor the abolitionof the BasqueFueros.
jItis a good sign that the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs
shouldhave said on Saturday last, in reference to aministerial
statement in the British. House of Commons, that the country
would resentas animpertinenceany suggestion from outsideas to
the interpretation to beput upon the toleration clause. Because

Iby a concurrence of circumstances that maynot occur again, the
!British wereable to checkmateRussia in theEast, they thought,
I we suppose, they could dictate to Spain in a matter of purely,domestic concern. They have, probably, by this time, found out
their mistake.

— 'Nation.'
i A correspondentof the 'China Mail' states that China is
I about to make another step towards civilisation. This time it
partakescf anevenmore specific nature thanarsenals, gunboats,

J and revenue cruisers. The coal mines some 30 miles beyond
|Kiukiang and two to three miles from the Yangtsze, are to be

workedas soonaspossibleby the latest foreignappliances,andthe
authorities have secured the services of Mr. S. J. Morriss, C.E.,

i who has left for the sceneofhis labor in the steamshipFusiyama.
IIt was this gentleman who sunk the shaft and brought to the

surfacethe first ton of coalout of the now well-knownTakasima
mine in Japan. We are toldthat a railwayfrom themines to the

1 wharves and godowns on the river side is contemplated. Mr.
Morriss is anativeof Dublin, and obtainedhis diplomafrom the
University Engineering School. There is abundance of coal in

! China,buthitherto themines havenot been workedscientifically.
I Pere Renard, Professor of Geology in the Jesuit College at
Louvain,has recentlybeen elected a fellow of the Miscroscopical" Society of London. He has since been on a geological tour in
Wales at tho espouse ofthe BelgianGovernment.

The
'
Eclio' elates that, althoughitis not true that Italy is about

to senda squadronto the Bosphorous,itis a fact thatall officers and
■oldiers onleavehavebeen summoned home, andthat themen of the
reservehave beeu ordered to hold themselves in readiness to rejoin
their regiments at 21hours' notice.

It is said that the Argentine Republic contains moreof the
exiledIrishrace than allthe other portions of SouthAmerica com-
bined. In Buenos Ayres there is au Irish pastor, Archdeacon
Dillon, an Irish convent and Church, and an Irish paper, the'Southern Cross.' Inseveral places there arc Irish Home Rule
Leaguesorganised, andothersare projected.

Friday, Oct. 6, 1876.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
NEW CHURCH OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS,

TOWER HILL.
Itwas a happy thought to dedicate the first church erectedclose
to the spotcrimsonedby the first blood shed for the faithunder
the tyrannicalHenry tothememory of theEnglish martyrs,anda
no less happy coincidence to chose for its solemn dedication,the
feastof St. Alban, theproto-martyrof Britain,and theanniversary
of themartyrdomof the venerable CardinalFisher, the Bishopof
Rochester,wholaidhis head on the block rather thanyieldone
iota of supremacyheowedto the Vicar of Christ. Three hundred
and fifty-one years have passed since that period, and at last a
noble church has risenup inthe metropolisto proclaimandper-
petuate the faith of our 260 glorious English martyrs.
The church is situatedin GreatPrescot-street,and forms aparral-
lelogram104 by60. Itis erectedinthe early decoratedor (what
the lamented architectused to call) the "Victorianstyle." The
front contains a noble -window with rose in the top, withdouble
doorways underneath, and flankedby a cross-surmounted turret
106 feethigh. Theinteriorhas agrandandimposing appearance
fromits loftiness (47feet) and thevaultedceiling, is a greatim-
provementupon theopen woodenroof. The site being shallow,it
was necessary to erect a triforium or gallery which rounds the
church as far as the transepts. This featurehasbeenso architec-

)turally treatedthat it is faxfrombeinganeyesore,asmostgalleries
are, and accommodationfor some hundreds moreworshippers is
thus obtained. For the samereason,the chancelis rather shallow,
buthas amagnificent, lofty, seven-light window, withrose window
above; thealtar and fittings are temporary. On each sideof the
chancelareniches with figures of ourBlessedLady andSt.Joseph.
The chapelon the epistleside is dedicated to theHoly Ghost,and
has a marvellouslybeautiful and delicately carved reredos. The
chapel of the Blessed Virgin on the Gospel side still wants its
fittings. Beyond (this, over the sacristies, is the organ gallery.
Thoughbuilt in between houses the church is well litby ample
clerestory windows. The edifice is built of brick facedwithyellow
malms andbox-ground stone dressing. The arcades areof Bath
stone,withcolumns of polishedBessbrook granite, and theinterior
fittings areof pitch-pine polished.
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