
ATBtrsTwoBTHTpersonisthe authorityfor the truthof the follow-ing fact, whichoccurred in thebeginning of thepresent year in a
Protestant towninGermany. A Catholicmet inanhotelayoung
Protestantwhowas just reading the bestliberalnewspapers. A
conversationbeganbetween them, which soon turnedon the early
years of theHolyFather. The Protestant mocked at the sickness
thePopehadbeforehis Priesthood,boldly affirming, that he con-tractedit throughhis ownfault;because all whosuffer from that
sickness, arealwaysthemselves the causeof it. And then,saidhe,
your HolyFather does nothing but swear and blaspheme, con-
demning everyone thatdoes not hearhim as often ashe openshis
lips. The Catholic defendedthe HolyFather bravely,anddidhis
best topersuadehis opponent not tobelieve thenewspapers only,
which say everything except the truth. The Protestant would
not heedandcontinued swearingat the Holy Father. What hap-
pened? Within 24 hours the younghealthyman had the falling
sickness !— 'BombayCatholic Examiner.'

The 'PallMallGazette/ adverting tothe greatcelebrationat
Louides on the 2ndJuly, says ;that the incredulous aresurprised"

that this ceremony,ordered, by the Pope, is not adogmatic de-
finition of apparitions of the Virgin, and people maystill doubt
the miracle . . . /' Catholics feel no such surprise,because
they jknow that no dogmatic definition of a miracle, or of any
other religious fact subsequentto theDivine Revelation contained
intheDepositof Faith, everhas orwill be given. Belief in the-
apparitionandmiracles of Lourdes is simply amatterof^evidence.The approbationof thePope given to the devotionassuresus that
the statementsonwhich it is based are credible. Such appreba-
tionis"not given until the investigations of competentauthority
havedisprovedthepossibility of fraud or delusion. But in this
case we are not aware that the Holy See has given anyformal
judgment as to the truth of the apparition. Itmust be evident,
however, thatsuch statements, if believed at all, cannot fail to
producedevotioninpious minds. Thisdevotionmaybepermitted,
or approved,nay even encouraged;but to impose a compulsory
receptionof the statements inquestionwould be repugnantto the
wholepracticeof the church. She does not evenmake the rigidly
proved facts onwhich, a saint's canonisation is "based matterof
dogmatic definitionor of compulsory receptionby the faithful.

On Tuesday, 27th July, the Pope gave an audience to the
studentsof the foreign colleges in Rome. He called upon themto
combat impiety anddefendreligion,andspokeof the attempts of
the enemiesof the Holy See todestroy its authority. His Holiness
reminded his hearers that thepresentagerested for its foundation
upon the Church of Christ,and he proceeded toremark upon the
condition of Rome, deploring the disorder which prevailed, and
especially the greatnumber of suicides which had recentlybeen
committed. He also alludedto theproject advocatedbydissenters
of choosing the next Pope by apopularvote, inorder todissolve
the mystic tie which unites the faithful throughout the world.
ThePope concludedby exorting the students to become worthy
ministers of God.

There was a large andenthusiastic meeting of thepeople of
Castlereaandits vicinity on thenight of 4thJuly tocelebrate the
American Centenary of Independence and recent escape from
Western Australia of the political prisoners. There was an im-
mense bonfirelighted in thecentre of the town,whichkeptblazing
up to alate hour. Many of the houses had their windows fully
illuminated.

The Lord Bishop of Ossory has raised a voice of warning
against the society of the Ancient Order of Forresters, which he
stigmatisesas

"
anew form of Freemasonry," and as having en-

tailed the greatest misery on its unhappy dupes. HisLordship
issuedapamphleton the subject topreventa.branch being estab-
lished in Kilkenny, and authorised the clergy to announce the
withholding ofthe sacraments from themembers of the society.

The notorious assassin Luicani,by whose dagger Sonzogno the
Italian Radical journalist fell, and who has been condemnedfor
this crime tothegalleys forlife, was Venerable in the firstMasonic
Lodge establishedin Rome. This fact is recordedin the Italian'MasonicReview/ May 1,1874. Itis also mentioned as afact,
that themannamed Cavaletti, who recently assassinatedhis son,
wasadignitaryinFreemasonry.— '

BombayCatholicExaminer.'
The total number of Catholic Indians in the TTnitei States is

151,049,dividedas follows:
—
Inthe State ofMaine,1,400; inNew

York, 990; inMichigan, 4,000;inWisconsin,1,430;inMinnesota,
10,800 j inDakota,2,000; inKansas, 2,800; inMontana,7,829;
in the Indian Territory, nearly 100,000; in Arizona, 1,500; in
Idaho, 700; inWashington Territory,more than 10,000," in Ore-
gon,1,600; inCalifornia, more than6,000.

Mostpeoplewillbe glad to know that the Suez Canal, as a
property,yields something tothebold shareholderswhooriginally
subscribed itscapital whenthe rest of the worldlookedcoldly on,
as wellas tothe investors whocame in at alaterperiod,andonly
acquiredapreferentialinterest in theundertaking. Atthe general
meeting held in Paris on the 27th June, the reportby M. de-
Lesseps stated that,out of atotalrevenuelast yearof rather more
than a profit of remained, after paying all
charges andpreferentialinterest. This is not much,and,of course,
if the shares which England has acquiredparticipatedina divi-
dendatpresent, the rate of distribution would be evenless than
themodest sumpershare whichM.deLessepshasbeenenabledto
give tohisnot alwaysplacable fellow-proprietary.

Pic-nic partiesin the environs of Metz muat sometimesbe sub-
jected to rather unpleasant surprises. A woman who was recently
gathering woodin theneighborhood cameupon a nest containing six
youngwolves. She called toher husband,andhe, with the assistance
of two other men, secured the prize. About the same timelast year
anest containing seven young wolveswas discoverednot far fromthe
game spot.

Friday,Sept.29,1876-1 NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
TELEGRAMS.

(From ourDaily Contemporaries.) I
Thefollowing late telegramsby the Mailareup to August 23 :—:

—
The All-England cricket team is now finallyannounced,and

isa strongprofessional team.
Turkey is issuing a loanof by meansof notesand

a,forcedcurrency.
QueenIsabella has re-enteredSpain, the King beingnowable

toagree toher return. He himselfwent tomeether, andreceived
her onSpanish soil.

Information from Colonel Gordon encourages thebelief that
by thediscovery of another branch of the Nile,a water-wayinto
theheartof Africa,navigable for 2000mile3,maybe secured.

Itis reportedthat Mr.Pender intends applying through the
ForeignOffice to the American Governmentfor .£30,000 compensa-
tionfor the stVbmarine cable being cut in twoplacesby a<Yankee
whaler,whichcarriedoff theFenian prisonersfrom Australia.

Public meetings have been held throughout the country to
sustain the Governmentin their policy of non-intervention.

London,September18.
Preliminaries of contract have been arranged with Messrs.

Green, of Blackwall, for a monthly line of steamers, via,Capo to
Australia, 4000 tonsburthen, doing the outward passagein forty-
two, and thehomewardinforty-fourdays.

TheBordof AdmiraltyhaveinstructedCommodoreHoskins to
report asto the suitableness of New Zealand coal for navaluse on
the Pacific station.

Ata specialrifle practice, the Irishbeat the Australian team
by onepoint,leaving the American andScotch teams far behind.

Wool, moderate, unchanged. Wheat, firm; New Zealand
45s to48s.

Westport, September 22.
Ahumanskeletonhas been found buried on the bank of the

OhikaRiver, twelvemiles from "Westport. The floodwashed away
thebank,revealing the bones partly shrouded in a sack. On the
feet were watertight boots. The skull was smashed, evidently
indicating murder.

Akaboa, September 23.
A mannamed George Bouncer committed suicide by hanging

himself this morning at German Bay. He mounted a stooland
suspendedhimself tothe roofof a cowshed by a leg rope,andthen
kickedthestool fromunder him.

Wellington, September 23.
Theheaviestgaleexperiencedfor verymany yearspassedover

Wellington last night. One house and numerous chimneys were
blowndown, fences were destroyed, and great damage otherwise
done. Perfect calmprevailsto-day.

G-bahamstown, September 25.
The result ofa fortnight's crushing of stone fromtheQueenof

theMaymine gave440 ozs. A dividendof2s pershareisdeclared,
which is the first paidby any WaikorakaCompany. The Queenof
Beauty crushing yielded 205 ozs. for a fortnight.

TheThames District Rifles' Belt was wonbya Maori, and was
presented to him on Saturday.

NewPlymouth,September25.
Theironsandfurnace was tappedfor the first time at 2 o'clock

on Saturday,and metal ran freely. It was tappedagainat the
samehour yesterday,with anothersuccessfulrunning;alsoagain
last night and this morning, both occasions successfully. There
werehundredsof people to witnessthe running.

A smart shock ofearthquake was felton Saturdayevening at
8 o'clock.

Chbistchubch, September 25.
Heavy rains on Saturday night floodedpartof the townand

■üburbs. AtKaiapoi great damage was done to the railway em-
bankment— a large portion was washed away. Much ofthelow-
lyingcountry wasunder water.

London, September 19.
The Porte refused to grant an armistice;but will consider pro-

posals for peace submitted by the powers.
Lord Hartington, addressing the assembly at the Cutlers' feast,

advocatedParliament tobe at once convoked toconsider whatshould
be the futurepolicy of Englandin regard to Turkey.

At an indignation meeting in reference to alleged atrocitiesin
Bulgaria andother places,Mr. Gladstone said there would be hearty
co-operation between England and Russia to endeavor tosettle the
Eastern question.

An address to theQueenhas been carried,urging theGovernment
in concert with the other great powers, to exclude Turkish rule in
insurgent and disaffected Provinces. Earl Derby defended the
Government against the charges of supineness in not protesting
against the alleged atrocities, and the charge that theBritish fleet in
BesicaBay wasabetting theTurks incruelties.

The Sultan Abdul Hazis has been invested with the sword oi
Ottoman.

Anattempt of the Turkish troops to penetrate into Montenegro
wasfrustrated withgreatloss.

ST.LEGEB.
Petrarch ... ... ... 1
Tournay ... ... ... 2
Csesar ... ... ... 3

At the InternationalRifle Match at Creedmoor,the American
teamwas first, the Irishsecond,and the Australian third.

Degrees conferred by theUniversity of New Zealand will for the
futurehave equal rank with those grantedby the Universities of the
United[Kingdom.

Wheatmarket steady,NewZealand, 48s to 50s.

Itis proposedtocelebratethe Pope'sEpiscopalJubilee,which
occurs in June, 1877, by a pilgrimage of American Catholics to
Borne. The XavierUnionofNew Yorkhas appointedacommittee
oforganisation.

GENERAL NEWS.
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