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position are to be remarked the ubisons of the Gloriz, and the
melodies of the Credo, the Et Incarnafus being of surpassing beaunty,
and the accompanied Amen fugue E¢ Fitam of wondrous brilliancy.
The Sencfus is considered less meritorious than the parts which
have preceded it, but with the Agnus Dei the original excellence
is resnmed and maintained to the end.

TrosE of onr readers who are intersted in nautieal matters will
be interested in learning that two fine, new steamers—the Wakatipu
and Wanaka—belonging to the Union Ship Company will probably he
found at Port Chalmers on Sunday mext. They are both first-class
boats and well worthy of a visit.

Ix Clifford’s Mirror of the World an opportunity is at hand of
becoming aequainted with the appearance of the most uoted scemery
of the various continents. Art may further be atudied in that most
charming of its branches—Statuary, and excellent music enjoyed in
the performances of several well-known and talented local artistes.

MONSTER MEETING IN DUNEDIN.
— e ————

Hap there been any rensonable doubts as to the feelings of Dunedin
and Otago generally on the question of Abolition, they must have
been set at rest by the meeting held on Wednesday evening last, at the
Princess Thestre, fwhere the line of action pursued at Wellington by
Messrs Macandrew and Stont met with the esthusiastic applause of
some 2000 people. We much regret that our limited space pre-
vents us from ineerting in our columns the speeches made by the
gentlemen in question, and on the conclusion of which, they were
cheered to the echo; we are, however, enabled to lay before our
readers the vesolutions which were carried with the utmost unanimity.
They were as follows: “lst. (Moved by Mr Yawson), that Messrs
Macundrewand Stont are entitled to the hearty thanks of thismeeting for
affording their constitnents this opportunity of mutually hearing andex-
pressing opinionsin reference to the past and futureof New Zealand pol-
tics. That, in the opinionof this meeting, the Otago representatives who
hare acted in opposition during the present session of the Assembly,
have faithfully, honourably, and nobly fulfilled their trust, and deserve,
and have, the entire sympathy of the great bulk of the inhabitants of
Otego in their efforts to obtain justice for, and maintain the rights
ang privileges of, the people of this Provines. 2nd. (Moved by Mr
Maloney) that, in the opinion of this meeting, it is opeless to expect
anything like justice to Otagoe from the present House of Representa-
tives, and that the Superintendent and the Executive be strongly
wurged forthwith to convene a meeting of the Provincial Council, with
o view to the necessary legislative notion being taken to obtain a ple-
biscitum of the people, so as to ascertain their wishes and opinions as
to the form of local self-government best calculated to secure to the
FProrince the exclusive enjoyment of its own resources, and the con-
trol and administration of its own affairs. 3rd. (Moved by Mr Hut-
chinson) that His Worship the Mayor, as Chairman of this meeting,
be hereby respectfully requested and authorised to forward the fore-
going resolutions to His Excellency the Governor of the Colony, and
to the Colonial Secretary.” A slight interruption was caused by Messra
Grant and Lloyd, and some one of that pestilent orew that delighls in
cauging snnoyance and discomfort to respectable persons had shaken
& quantity of pepper throngh the building, but that was the only un-
pleasantuess that ocenrred.

MDLLE. ILMA DE MURSKA.

—t+

Ox Tuesdey evening last Bdile. Ilma de Murska, having returned

from her triumphant tour in the North, re-appearad in Dunedin, and

wa regret to hear that it is for the last tine she visits this town,

Many years will probably elapse before an opportunity is again afforded

to the inhabitants of New Zenland of witnessing, in any form, the

perfection of art such us they have experienced itin the vocalisation of

this lady. It is seldom, indeed, that artistes of eminence are so en-

dowed with a spirit of adventure as to travel thua far from the centres
of civilization, and we antipodeans may well congratulate ourselves

that in the present instance a rare exception has been found to the

general rule, and this in the person of one who ranks second to none

living in the exercise of her charming profession. We have been

singularly favoured. America wasalready s long-sattled and populous

country when Jenny Lind accepted an engagement there ; but while

New Zealand is still in 1ts infancy, it has succeeded in attracting to 1ts

shores o songstress equally renowned. Who can say, however, what

length of time may elapse before auother such visitor may be welcomed

amongst us 7 And even should another come here at no distant date,

bearing also the reputation of lhaving swayed the musical world of

Europe, in all probability there would mot sgain be found any-

thing like the peculinr delicacy, refinement and purity that dis-

tinguish the voice and execution of RAldlle. Ilma de Murska.

The programme issned for the first grand opers concerf at the

Queen’s Thentre on Tuesdlay evening last, was one of unprecedented

attraction, and it was earvied out in 2 manner that we can hardly laud

too highly. 'We bave a Lhorror of “ gush™ of any kind, but that some-

times found in newspapers is, above all things, abominable, and, there-

fore, we find ourselves in n strait, for it ia extremely difficult to refrain

from this obnoxious expression of feeling in attempting to describe
the singing and acting of Mdlle. de Murska. We have salready, in
previous numbers of this journpal, exbausted our powers of criticiam in
endeavoring to convey to our readers an idea of the surpassing
vocalisation of ths great prima donns, but we had hardly, befere
Tuesday evening last, had sn opportunity of formicg a just opinion
of her quslificalions as an actress. We expected that the rfle of
Leonora would be ably filled by one qualified to render the music
allotted toit faultlessly,and who would as well et the part in a graceful
manner ; but we were quite unprepared to find an originality intro-
dueed into her representation of the character by Mdlle. de Mursks,
which st once proved her to be endowed, not only with talent, but
with genins in the true sense of the word, snd which we have no

hesitation in declaring, to entitle her to a ravk upon the lyric stage:
equal to that of any who have ever appeared there—even to-
that which Madame OGrisi acquired by her representations of’
Norma and Lucrezia Borgia, parts in which her actiug was saperb.
In the scene from  Crispino & la Comare,” a3 compared with
that from ¢ Il Trovatore,” Mdille. de Murska displayed her talonts
to be of wonderful versatility ; her acting throughout was
most charming, and the music of the part she sustained gave her-
ample opportunity for thbe exercise of the brilliant execution she
possqases, and prominently brought into play the marvellous floxihili
of her voice. In this scene she was ably supported by Signor Susini,.
who, as a buffo singer, is incomparable ; the drollery of his acting
kept the house in & continual roar of laughter, and contributed in no
small degree to the enthusiastic cheers that greeted him when, in
company with the fair prima donna, he came before the curtain at the-
close of the concert. Mo Signor Rosnati, likewise, was allotted a lead-
ing portion of the proceedings of the evening. The Barearole from
Masaniello, Donizetti’s Una Vergine, and the tenor part in a duet with,
Signor SBusini and in the Miserere scone fell to his share, and receiyed
splendid treatment from him. In partieular, his rendering of the
much admired “.4% Che Iz Morte” was very fine, and elicited un.
bounded applause from the audience. Of the instrumentaliets,
Maestro Strauss Illa has too long been an established favorite with
the public of Dunedin to require any lengthened commeats from us
on his performances. These were 2 selection of airs from Il Trova-
tore,” arranged for the violin, and which the Maestro interpreted to
his audience with his usual refinement and skill, and his own fantasia
for the pinnoforte, ** Mollie Darling,” a morceau of singular merit and
beauty, for which, in responding to an encore, he substituted *“ Tne Danse
de Negre,* which is not his composition, and is more remarkable for
guaintpess than beauty. Mr. Hadley, who acts as sccompanist, is
distinguished by a rare delicacy of touch, which combines with con-
siderable powers of execution o render him o very charming performer.
Onthe whole, the De Murska company is certainly uniguein the colonier,

and affords an opportunity not often to be found of Lesring musie
in perfection.

FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATIL
—————
To the Editor of the New Zearawp Tamrur.
81r,—We, the homeward-bound Sisters of Merey from Wellington,
have been informed on cur arrival atv Port Chalmers of the sudden
death of our dear devoted pastor, the Rev. Father Petit Jean.
Will you insert in your columns this copy of a letter, his last effort
for the Catholics of New Zealand, the last words he penned. We
received the original, together with our beloved Father’s blessing,
but a few hours before starting on our mission, September 21.
Alhambra, off Bluff, Sept. 22, 1876,

“ Presbytery,
¢ Feast of the Nativity of ths
Blessed Virgin Mary.

¢ On the occasion of my presenting to the rev, Mother a copy of the
statistics of New Zealand, for the use of the Sisters abount to make
a home voyage, the rev. Mother desired me to give some remarks
in the form of a letter, which the travelling Sisters might show to
the Superiors of the various comvents where they would solieit
fresh auxiliaries in the education of the Cathelic youth in New
Zealand, 'To this request I assented most cordially.

* Now, I ask from the excellent Superiors who may happen to
read these lines, a favorable hearing and & true sympathy for New
Zealand. I think T have a right to plead for this country. I con-
gider myself its natural advocate. My sojourn in it of thirty-seven
years, entitles me to call myself its father in an ordinary and
religious point of view. Having arrived here before all govern-
ment, I have spent my life in evangelising and administering the
Sacraments to both natives and Europeans, in ‘concert with my
fellow-laborers, the Marist Fathers. It was my sweet lot to seek
TIrish exiles wandering on these shores, and to impart to them the
religious assistance which their state required. I cannot remember
without emotion those Catholic soldiers to whom I administered
gpiritual succour in the name of their dear Church and country, in
the camp, in the field, in hospitals, aye, on their death-bed, when,
being mortally wounded, they had to be prepared for their last
passage. I mention these things in the spirit of thanksgiving to
God, and to enlist the sympathies of hearts for my New Zealand
mission. All that could be said in favor of new colonies, in th
way to invite to their shores new holy lahborers, applies to Ne
Zealand a hundredfold. Hereis a colony growing rapidly to almoess
an empire. The nine or tem provinces of which it is composed
would form each of them a most important settlement. Apart
from the native population, the inhabitants of New Zealand now
reach the number of upwards of four hundred thousand. Immigra-
tion alone adds every year nearly Zhirfy thousand. A good many
people are attracted to this land by the known advantage of its soil
and climate. It would not be surprising to see before many years,
New Zealand get ahead of Victoria in population and prosperity.
Such being the case, those who preside over the Catholic Church in
these iglands feel disiressed, and are really alarmed, becanse they
are not prepared to meeb the urgent demand of clergy and teachers,
of churches and schools. To put off indefinitely the accomplish-
ment of their desive would be disastrons, because the forty thou-
gand Catholics, of whom the greater number are acattered over
New Zealand, mixed among infidels or sectariams, or men guite
indifferent in matters of religion, would necessarily run the risk of

losing their faith. In the very centres of population, the C_Z:humh
does not keep her ground without some dificulty. What is more

particularly wanted is an increase of good teachers and devoted
Sisters. The ground is clear before us. The bishops have repudi-
ated the so-called national education, the baneful effects of which

have been already keenly felt even in this country. Having



