
Had there been anyreasonable doubts as to the feelings ofDuuedin
and Otago generally on the questionof Abolition, they must have
beenset at rest by the meetingheldonWednesdayevening last, atthe
Princess Theatre, (where the line of action pursuedat Wellington by
Messrs Macandrew and Stout met with the enthusiastic applauseof
some 2000 people. We much regret that our limited space pre-
vents us from inserting in our columns the speeches made by the
gentlemenin question, and on the conclusion of which, they were
cheered to the echo;we are,however, enabled to lay before our
readers the resolutions which were carriedwith the utmostunanimity.
They were as follows:

"
1st. (Movedby Mr Lawson), that Messrs

MacandrewandStoutareentitledtotheheartythanksofthismeetingfor
affording theirconstituents this opportunityofmutuallyhearingandex-
pressing opinionsinreference tothepastandfutureofNew Zealandpol-
ticß. That,in theopinionof thismeeting, the Otagorepresentativeswho
hareacted in oppositionduring the presentsession of the Assembly,
havefaithfully,honourably,andnobly fulfilledtheir trust,anddeserve,
andhave,the entire sympathy of the greatbulk of the inhabitants of
Otago in their efforts to obtain justice for,and maintain the rights
and privileges of, the peopleof this Province. 2nd. (Moved by Mr
Maloney) that, in the opinion of this meeting,itis hopeless to expect
anything like justice toOtago from thepresentHouse ofRepresenta-
tives, and that the Superintendent and the Executive be strongly
urged forthwithtoconvenea nieetiDg of the Provincial Council, with
a view to thenecessary legislative action being taken toobtaina ple-
biscitum of the people,so as to ascertain their wishes andopinionsas
to the formof local self-government best calculated to secure to the
ProTince the exclusive enjoymentof its ownresoiirces,and the con-
troland administration of its own affairs. 3rd. (Movedby MrHut-
chinson) thatHis Worship the Mayor,as Chairman of thismeeting,
be hereby respectfully requested and authorised to forward the fore-
going resolutions toHis Excellency the Governor of the Colony,and
to theColonial Secretary." A slight interruptionwas caused byMessrs
Grant andLloyd,and some oneof thatpestilentcrew that delights in
causingannoyanceanddiscomfort to respectable persons hadshaken
aquantity of pepper through the building, but that wasthe only un-
pleasantness that occurred.

To the Editorof the NewZealandTablet.
Sir,

—
We, thehomeward-boundSisters of Mercy fromWellington,

havebeeninformedon ourarrival at Port Chalmersof the sudden
death of our dear devoted pastor, the Rev. Father Petit Jean.
Willyou insert inyour columns this copy of a letter,hislast effort
for theCatholics of New Zealand, the last wordshe penned. We
received the original, together with our belovedFather's blessing,
but a few hours before startingon ourmission, September 21.

Alhambra, off Bluff,Sept. 22, 1876.
"

Presbytery,
"Feastof theNativity of the

BlessedVirginMary."
On the occasion of mypresenting to the rev.Mother a copyof the

statistics of New Zealand, for the use of the Sisters about to make
ahome voyage,the rev.Mother desired metogive someremarks
in the formof a letter, which the travellingSisters might show to
the Superiors of the various convents where they would solicit
fresh auxiliaries in the education of the Catholic youth in New
Zealand. To this requestIassentedmost cordially.*'Now,Iask from the excellent Superiors who mayhappento
read these lines,a favorablehearingandatrue sympathy for New
Zealand. IthinkIhavea right toplead for this country. Icon-
sider myself its naturaladvocate. Mysojourn initof thirty-seven
years, entitles me to callmyself its father in an ordinary and
religious point of view. Having arrivedhere before all govern-
ment,Ihavespentmy life in evangelising and administering the
Sacraments to bothnatives and Europeans, in '.concert withmy
fellow-laborers, the Marist Fathers. It was my sweet lot toseek
Irish exiles wandering on these shores, and toimpart tothem the
religiousassistance which their staterequired. Icannotremember
witSout emotion those Catholic soldiers to whomIadministered
spiritualsuccour in the nameof theirdear Church andcountry,in
the camp, in the field, inhospitals,aye,on their death-bed, when,
being mortally wounded, they had to be prepared for their last
passage. Imention these things in the spiritof thanksgiving to
God, andto enlist the sympathies of hearts for my New Zealand
mission. All that couldbe said in favor of new colonies, inthai
wayto invite to their shores newholy laborers, applies to New
Zealandahundredfold. Hereis acolonygrowingrapidly toalmost
an empire. The nine or ten provinces of whichit ia composed
would form each of them a most important settlement. Apart
fromthe native population,the inhabitants of New Zealand now
reach the number of upwardsoffour hundredthousand. Immigra-
tion alone adds everyyear nearly thirty thousand. A good many
peopleareattracted tothis landby theknownadvantage ofitsBoil
andclimate. Itwouldnotbe surprising tosee beforemanyyears.
New Zealand get aheadof Victoria in population and prosperity.
Suchbeing the case,those whopresideover theCatholicChurchin
theseislands feel distressed, and are really alarmed,because thej
arenotpreparedtomeettheurgentdemandofclergy andteachers,
of churches and schools. To put off indefinitely the accomplish-
ment of their desirewouldbe disastrous, because the forty thou-
sand Catholics, of whom the greater number are scatteredover
New Zealand, mixed among infidels or sectarians, or men quite
indifferentinmatters of religion, wouldnecessarily run the risk of
losing their faith. Inthe very centres of population,the Church
doesnotkeepher ground without some difficulty. What is more-
particularly wanted is an increase of good teachers and devoted
Sisters. The groundis clearbeforeus. The bishops harerepudi-
ated the so-callednational education, thebanefuleffectsofwhich
have been already keenly felt even ia this country. Having

MDLLE. ILMA DE MURESKA.
H-

Ok Tuesday evening last Mdlle. lima de Murska, having returned
from her triumphant tour in theNorth,re-appearedinDunedin, and
weregret to hear that it is for the last time she visits this town,
Manyyeaw willprobablyelapsebefore anopportunity isagainafforded
to the inhabitants of New Zealand of witnessing, in any form, the
perfectionof art suchastheyhaveexperienceditin thevocalisation of
this lady. It is seldom, indeed,that artistes of eminence are so en-
dowedwitha spiritof adventureas to travel thusfar from the centrei
of civilization, and we antipodeansmay well congratulate ourselves
that in the present instance a rare exception has been found to the
generalrule, and this intheperson of one whoranks second to none
living in the exercise of her charming profession. We have been
singularly favoured. America wasalreadya long-sattled andpopulous
country when Jenny Lindaccepted an engagement there;but while
New Zealand is still inits infancy, ithas succeededinattracting to its
shores a songstress equally renowned. Who cansay,however, what
length of timemay elapse before another suchvisitor maybewelcomed
amongstus? Andevenshould another comehere atno diitant date,
bearing also the reputationof having swayed themusical world of
Europe, in all probability there would not again be found any-
thing like the peculiar delicacy, refinement and purity that dis-
tinguish the voice and execution of Mdlle. lima de Murska.
The programme issued for the first grand opera concert at the
Queen's Theatre onTuesday evening last,was one of unprecedented
attraction, andit wascarried out inamanner that we canhardly laud
toohighly. We haveahorror of

"
gush" of anykind,but that some-

times foundin newspapers is, aboveallthings, abominable,and, there-
fore, we findourselves ina strait, for itis extremelydifficult to refrain
from this obnoxious pxp>ession of feeling in attemptingto describe
the singing and acting ofMdlle. de Murska. We have already,in
previousnumbers of this journal, exhaustedour powers of criticismin
endeavoring to convey to our readers an idea of the surpassing
"vocalisation of tha great prima donna, but wehad hardly, before
Tuesday evening last, had an opportunity of forming a just opinion
of her qualifications as an actress. We expected that the rdle of
Leonora wouldbe ably filled by one qualified to render the music
allotted toitfaultlessly,andwho wouldas wellactthepartina graceful
manner;but we were quite unprepared to find anoriginality intro-
ducedinto her representationof the characterby Mdlle. deMurska,
"whichat onceproved her to be endowed,not only with talent, but
irith genius in the true sense of the word, and which wehave no
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position are to be remarked the unisons of the Gloria, and the
melodiesof the Credo,theEtIncarnatusbeingof surpassingbeauty,
andthe accompaniedAmen fugueHit Vitam of wondrousbrilliancy.
The Sanclus is consideredless meritorious than the parts which
have precededit, but with the Agnus Dei the original excellence
is resumedandmaintainedto the end.

Those of our readers who areintersted innautical matterswiU
be interestedin learning that two fine, new Bteamers— the Wakatipu
and Wanaka

— belonging to tho UnionShip Company willprobably be
foundat Port .Chalmerson Sunday next. Theyare both first-class
boats and well worthy of a visit.

IkClifford'sMirror of theWorldanopportunity is at handof
becoming acquaintedwith the appearance of themost votedscenery
of the various continents. Art may further be studied in that most
charming of its branches

—
Statuary, and excellentmusic enjoyedin

theperformances of several well-knownand talentedlocal artistes.

hesitationin declaring, toentitleher to a rank upon the lyric stag*
equal to that of any who hare ever appeared there

—
even to-

that which Madame Grisi acquired by her representations of
Norma and Lucrezia Borgia, parts in whichher acting was superb.
In the scene from " Crispino c la Comare," as compared with
that from"IITrovatore," Mdlle. de Murska displayedher talents
to be of wonderful versatility; her acting throughout was
most charming, and the music of the part she sustained gave her
Iample opportunity for the exercise of the brilliant execution iht
possesses, and prominentlybroughtinto play the marvellousflexibility
ofher voice. In this scene she was ably supportedby Signor Susini,.
who, as a buffo singer, is incomparable;the drollery of his acting
kept the house ina continual roar of laughter,and contributed in no
small degree to the enthusiastic cheers that greeted him when, in
company with thefair prima donna,he came before the curtain at th« ■

close of the concert. To Signor Rosnati,likewise, wasallotteda lead-
ingportionof the proceedings of the evening. TheBarcarole fromMasaniello,Donizetti'sUnaVergine,and the tenorpart in a duet with;
Signor Susini andin theMiserere scene felltohis share, and received
splendid treatment from him. Inparticular, his rendering of th»
much admired "AJi Che la Morte" was very fine, and elicited un-
bounded applause from the audience. Of the instrumentalists,.
Maestro Strauss Iliahas too long been an established favorite with
thepublic of Dunedin to require any lengthenedcommentsfrom vi
ou his performances. These were a selection of air3from "'llTrova-tore," arranged for the violin, and which the Maestro interpretedto
his audience with his usual refinement and skill,and his own fantasia
for thepianoforte,"MollieDarling," amorceau of singularmerit and
beauty, forwhich,inrespondingtoanencore,he substituted"ZTneDanse
de Negre" which is nothi3composition,and ismore remarkable for
quaintness than beauty. Mr. Hadley, who acts as accompanist, is
distinguished by a rare delicacy of touch, which combines withcon-
siderablepowersofexecutiontorender hima verycharming performer.
Onthewhole, theDe Murskacompanyiscertainly uniquein the oolonier,
and affords an opportunity not often to be found of hearing mutic
in perfection.

FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH.

MONSTER MEETING IN DUNEDIN.

12


