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Onemile from the ferry the Virginriver comes in from thenorth,
andon and nearit is,perhaps, themost wonderfulandextensive
salt formationon the continent. The formation is, in fact, oneof
mountains of salt

—
hard rock-salt, which is blastedandquarried

out likequarriesofgraniteandmarble. Commencing six miles up
the Tirgin river, these mountains of salt extendfor thirty ormore
miles up the Virgin or Muddy rivers. There are openings now
made from six to twenty miles up the Virgin river atdifferent
places. From six to twelve miles up, these openings uncovera
speciesof dark gray salt, ninety-two per cent,pure,presenting to
the casual observer theappearance of commoncoarsegraygranite.
The openings areall on the easternside of the Virginriver, from
one-fourth to one-half mile from its banks. At a point twenty
miles upthe riverandon the westernside, is amountain ofpure
whitecrystalized salt, white as the drivensnow, and transparent
almost as glass. Itis at oncea pleasing andinterestingspectacle
to see the greatmasses of crystal-like salt, as thrownout by a
three orfour-footblast. These pureandbeautifulblocksresemble
somewhat blocks of the purest ice when prepared from the ice
house. Uponplacing amass of six inches thick overacolumnof
anewspaper,the fine printcouldbeeasily read.

The formation of the salt deposit is, no doubt very ancient
datiagback inyearsbeyondcomputation. Long since the deposits
weremade, the greatupheavalandearthquakeerashaveoccurred,
whichhavechangedthe -wholeappearance of the country for great
distances around. These salt bluffs or mountains canbeidentified
for a long distance by thepeculiarcolor of the surface, which is of
a reddishorange color. Underneath this formation, as wellas in
it isa kind of micaceous sedimentary granite. Ifoundsufficient
evidenceto warrantassumptionthatveins of valuablemica will yet
be discoveredinornear the salt formation. The whole country is
deservingof through investigation by the miner, prospectorand
thestudent.

Anotherveryinterestingnaturalcuriosity visitedandexamined
hereis anatural salt well,a mile northwest of the ferry. Itis on
amesa whichextendsup and downthe river onitsnorthernbank.
This mesa is a drift formation of small pebbles and boulders
mixedwith earthy matter. The well is a large circiilar opening
in themesasome threehundred feetincircumference, withabrupt
descent to the surface of the well, which is fifty feetbelow the
surface. The wateris exceedingly salty, far more so thanany salt
spring, andhasbeensoundedtoadepthof onehundredandthirty-
nine feet. Itis a splendidnatural salt bath, in whichthebather
floats almost asbuoyantly asacork uponapoolof water. From a
careful examination of all the surroundings,Ifeel confident that
thisinteresting salt well is allthat is left of a oncegreat salt lake,
which,in the lapseof time, has been filled inby the drift forma-tion,only leaving thepresent opening as anevidence of its former
existence.

— 'Exchange.'

Thenuns are rapidly getting charge of the hospitals in the
union workhouses in Ireland, thus causing great saving of rates,
and improvement in tlie health and the moral condition of the
afflicted.

A 'Tribune's' Washington correspondent says:
—

Aninterest-
ing incident which has never beenprintedhas just transpired.
On the day whenLincoln was inauguratedthe second time in1865,
and just at the east portico, a man, recognisedbyseveral tobe
JohnWilkes Booth,pushedhurriedly through thepassageleading
from the Senate chamber to the rotunda, and in an excitedand
determinedmanner broke through the line of policemen which
kept the crowd back from the procession, and made a desperate
effort toreach the eastern door of the capitol. He wasdiscovered
by amember of the capitol police force who seized the excited
stranger,andafter a severestrugglesucceeded in forcinghimback
into the crowd. Booth had already been noticed by atleast two
persons who knew him, andsawhim pass hurriedly from the direc-
tionof the Senate chamber towards the rotunda,andsomeidea of
his determinationtoreach, the inaugural maybe formedfrom the
factthathe broke away from the man who first seizedhim, and
but for the closing of tlie side door would probably haveaccom-
plishedhis purpose, whatever it was. Those whostoppedBooth,
and-who, inallprobability,preservedthe President'slile, werenot
awarewho the excitedstranger was, but the importance of their
actioncanhardly be over-estimated. Theman whostoppedBooth
isnamed Westfall, and wasmade commissioner of publicbuildings
aadgrounds, and was recently dischargedby the House.

Histobical! Vide"JurorsReports and Awards, Kew Zealand
Exhibition." Jurors :J. A. Ewen, J. Butterworth, T. C. Skinner.
11 So far as the Colonyis concerned, tlie dyeing of materials is almost
entirely confined to the re-dyeingof Articles of Dress andUpholstery,
a most useful art, for there are many kinds of material that lose their
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vidualityhas seized upon those in whose hands the social pros-
perity ofthe country is placed"by law. Irelandis no longer a land
of pleasantfarms in which the fruits of the earthgrowup,as in"

a garden of the Lord," for the sustenanceof a braveandeasily
contentedpeople. The curse upon him who removeshis neigh-
bor's landmarks has no terrors for the monopolising" soul of the
Irishlandlord. Hedoes :not want the people,he wants the land,
and the rentwhich will come to him whether it is occupied by
beastsormen. "Were we addressing a Governmentwliichdidnot
concurwithhiminthepoliticalexpediency of lessening, as far as
possible, the number of Irishmen on Irish soil, we might, with
some hope, speak in tones of warning against a policy which,
though it pleases the landlord, will prove, unless arrested in its
course, theruinof the thousands in whoma just ruler wouldfind
his surest andbest support.

— * DublinIrishman.'

colour before the texture is half worn. Or. Hjbsoh, of Dunedin
(Dttiteihn Dye Wobks,Georgestreet,oppositeRoyalGeorgeHotel)
exhibits a case ofspecimensof Dyed Wools, Silks,and Feathers, and
dyed Sheepskins. The colors on the whole are very fair,' and reflect
considerable credit on theExhibitor,to whomthe Jurors recommended
an Honorary Certificate should be awarded." Honorary Certificate,
629: Gustav Hirsch Dunedin, for specimens of Dyeing in Silk
Feathers, &c.
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INLAND MALL SERVICE.

SEALED TENDERS will be received at the ChiefPost-Office,
Dunedin,untilSATURDAY, the 7thofOctober, proximo,for

the conveyanceof Mailsbetweenthe undermentioned places, for a
periodof Two Years, fromIstJanuary,1877,to the 31st December,
1873, bothdays inclusive:

— *
1. DunedinandPortobello (viaNorth-East.Harbor

andBroadBay) ... ... " ... Daily
2. Portobello andtheKaik ... ... Twiceweekly

*3. MiltonandLawrence ... ... ... Daily
*4. DunedinandOamaru ... ... ... Daily
5. PalmerstonandNaseby ... ... Twiceweekly
6.PalmerstonandMacraesandHyde ... Once weekly
7. Naseby andClyde ... ... ... Twice weekly
8. Lawrence andCromwell ... ... Thrice weekly
9. Lawrence andCromwell ... ... Daily

10. Cromwell andQueenstown ... ... Thrice weekly
lO.aCromwellandQueenstown ... ... Daily
11. Lawrence andQueenstown ... ... Daily
12. Lawrence andQueenstown ... ... Thrice weekly
13. Mosgiel RailwayStation andWest Taieri (via

North Taieri) ... ... ... Daily
14. North Taieriand Hindon ... ... Once weekly
15. West Taieri and Waipori ... ... Twice weekly
16. West Taieriand WaiporiLake ... ... Twice weekly
17. Waihola andTaieri Beach ... ... Once weekly
18. Kaitangataand Wangaloa ... ... Twiceweekly
*19. Balclutha andMataura ... ... Daily
20. Balclutha andPortMolyneux(via Warepa) ... Twiceweekly
21. PortMolyneux andOwake ... ... Twiceweekly
22. Lawrenceand Wetherstones (viaBluespur) ... Daily
23. LawrenceandTuapekaMouth ... ... Once weekly
24. Lawrence and Waipori... ... ... Once weekly
25. Switzers andGore ... ... ... Thrice weekly
26. Beaumont andSwitzers ... ... Thrice weekly
27. Clinton andTapanui ... ... ... Thrice weekly
28. TapanuiandDunrobin... ... ... Once weekly
29. Switzers andWaikaka ... ... ... Once weekly
30. Maheno andKakanui ... ... ... Daily
31. DuntroonandOmarama ... ... Once weekly
32. DuntroonandMarewhenua ... ... Once weekly
33. Waihemo andMacraes... ... ... Once weekly
34. Kyeburn andHyde (via Hamiltons) ... Once weekly
35. Hamiltons and Linburn ... ... Once weekly
*36. LinburnandSerpentine ... ... Once weekly
37. BlackstoneHill andSt.Bathans ... ... Twiceweekly
38. St. Bathans andCambrian ... ... Twiceweekly
39. Naseby andKyeburnDiggings ... ... Once weekly
40. Ophir, Drybread, andTinkers ... ... Once weekly
41. Cromwell andNevis(viaCarrickton) ... Once weekly
42. Cromwell andBendigo... ... ... Twiceweekly
43. Bendigo andCardrona(via AlbertownandPem-broke) ... ... ... ... Once weekly
44. Arrow River andMacetown ... ... Twiceweekly
45. Queenstownand Skippers ... ... Once weekly
46. QueenstownandMoke Creek ... ... Once weekly
47. PortChalmersandPurakanui ... ... Twiceweekly
48. Teviot andUpper Waikaia .... ... Fortnightly
49. Dunedinand Sandymount ... ... Twiceweekly
50. Balclutha Railway Stationand PostOffice ... Daily
51. Naseby andBlackstone Hill ... ... Twiceweekly
52. ManuherikiaandOphir ... ... Twiceweekly

Tenderers must state the rate per annum for the servicestendered for.
Contractors whose tenders are accepted must be preparedtocarryout the services for which they tender according to the timo

tables arrangedby the Department,and whichmay be seenat thePost Offices fromwhich the services start.
The Services niarkod thus * may be terminated by the Post-master-General on giving onemonth's notice inwriting.
Forms of tender, with the terms and conditions of contractmaybeprocuredat anyPost Office.
No tender will be consideredunlessmade on theprinted form.Tendeis tobeindorsed "Tenders forMailServiceNo. ," andaddressedto thePostmaster-General, Wellington.

ARCH. BARR,
Chief Postmaster.

Chief Post Office,
Duuedin,14th September,1876.

'* Dttke of EDiiTBTJBaH."
—

The old wooden structure that did
duty as the Duke of Edinburgh Hotel, in Russell-streetfor so many
years, has, we are pleased to observe, given place to a new brick
building, erected at considerablecost, inorder tomeet the rapidly in-
creasing requirements of this popularand importantpartof thecity
The present proprietor,Mr D.Habbis,has sparedno reasonableex-
pense in furnishing and fittingthebuilding witheverymodern comfort
and convenience. The situationis extremely healthy, and commands
splendid views of the oceanand harbour,andis wiihin easy reach of
the businesspart of the city. Persons inpursuitofa respectableand
comfortable residence will do well togo to the"DukeofEdinburgh"
Hotel,Eussell-street,Dunedin.

— [Advt.]


