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At this moment, after five years of confinement within the

walls of the Vatican, the Pope remains the oneandonly moral
force in Rome. The reason is twofold. First itis because heis
the Headof the Universal Church, andis therefore sustained by a
centripetalforce, whichaugments inexactproportionto the wrong
done to its centre;and next it is because he is the one andonly
Italianinstitution left to that sorely tried nation. The loveand
venerationofthe whole Catholic world,andof theItalians as much
as any,surround and support him. Discord, mutual hatred, and
fear,and, as recent revelations show, the most profound corrup-
tion,reign at the Quirinal and on MonteCitorio. Iallude to the
disclosures of the Libro Nero and Zinis' work in the " Times' of
this day (June 2). Inthe Vatican, on the other hand,there is
light, there is unity andpeace. From which comeshelp?

A committee hasbeen formed to collect subscriptions for pre-
senting Pius IX. with an offering on the 21st of May, 1877, the
day on whichhe will complete his fiftieth year since his elevation
to theEpiscopateas Archbishopof Spoleto.

TheMonasteryof the PassionistFathers wasopenedatHigh-
gate a few days ago. The community was established about
eighteenyears agoby the lateCardinalWiseman, ata time when
there were very few Catholics in the vicinity, whilenow the con-
gregationnumbers considerably morethan a thousand, the greater
portion of whom are converts. In the morning High Mass was
celebratedby Father O'Neill, the sermon being preachedby Mgr.Patterson; and in the evening the Cardinal Archbishopof West-
minster solemnly blessed the new monastery,and,after officiating
at vespers, preached an eloquent sermon. Benediction wasthen
givenand theproceedings terminated.

The 'British Army and Navy Gazette' states that LordC. G. A.Hamilton,late of the 11thHussars, and who served as aide-de-camp
toLordNapierof Mngdala throughout the Abyssinian campaign,has
become a Catholic priest, and recently sang his first Solemn High
Mass at the chapelof theCarmelites atKensington. His lordshipis
the only brother andheir presumptive to theDuke of Hamilton.

The centennial anniversary of the declarationof American Inde-
pendence biought together on Tuesday night, July 4, at Haiold's-
cross, an assemblage of Irishmen, large, enthusiastic, and bound in
sympathy with their ocean-separated friends and compatriots. At
half-past sevenbatches ofpeoplewere strolling towards the green,and
halfan hour later the batches had swelled into crowds, thenbands,
withaccompanying r.mks of men and hoys, came bearing allbefore
them on the roads, and rapidly the area for the meeting became
covered and packed. From the far end, where the platform waserected, the mass of neoplewere seen stretched to the sides of the
green, and extended back as far as the bridge, where the ground
gradually became denser imd darker, while fresh bands and more
banners strove to crush up towards the platform. Green lings,
American flags,French flags,andbannerets,bearingharps,shamrocks'
or likenesses of O'Connell,waved over the heads of the demonstra-
tionist?, while here and there brass instruments and uniform caps
indicated thepresence of tho city bands, whose melodies hardly rose
above the roar of the crowd, as they cheered some popularsentiment,
or recognized fome popular leader. Early in theproceedings, a large
American flag was elevatedon to the platform,and hailedby amightycheer, which rolled away to the bridge, until it became faint fromdistance, andnot from lack of throats to support it. A small green
banner, a humble follower of the great Transatlantic emblem, was
then hoisted, and was as heartily welcomed. The French tricolor,
too, was cheered. As darkness fell, the vastness of the meeting was
more impressive, and then torches were lit,tar bnrrels set b'azing, and
fireworks androckets sentsparkling showers of fire acrosstheheavens.
By ten o'clock the formal proceedings had concluded, and the assem-
blage turned homewards, flooding the return ways and streets,butpreserving complete order, and the conclusion of"the demonstration
was quiteinharmony with the conduct of the meeting throughout

W. Gordon Davidson, J.P., Inspector-General of Hospitals,her
Majesty's Army,R.L., writing from Bogie House,Fifeshire, in the
London

'
Times/soys:

"
Scotlandis drinking itself to death,and the

Government cannot stop it. Whisky contains no nutriment, and is
merely anunnaturalstimulant, destroying the drunkard's reasonand
his brain, and other organs, as is foundafter deathby physicians. It
is composed merely of water and ether; and ether makes people
comatose and unconscious. The highest medical authorities Car-
penter, Tauner, Gregory,Liebig

—
prove this. The matter is perfectlyobvious."

In the year 1875, 5960 judgments were pronounced againstpersons charged with offences against the person of Prince vonBismarck, and thirty-six cases for similar offences were dismissed.The punishments awarded to those so condemned amounted in the
aggregate to 11,920 months, or 993 years of imprisonment. The
maintenance of these prisoners cost the State $257,000, and privateindividuals, $75,000, making a total of $432,500 as theprice of main-
taining the equanimityof temper or satisfying tte petty vindictiveness
of this Pomeranian. "Boor" lie was called in his younger days;
now thathe isa Prince Chancellorhis titles are moreexalted,though
itis doubtfulif his popularity is greater.

The Prussian persecutor profess to stick up only for the rights
of the State,and to forbear from any interferencein the internet, of the
Church. Two occurrences that have been reported within the last
fewdays give tho lie direct to this assertion. One of the bestCatholic
catechisms is the one that was first published in 1847 by Father
Deharbe, and of which an English edition, authorised by the late
Cardinal Wiseman, has passed through many editions both in thi
country and in America. The authorities of the Rhenish province
have just foundout that this book,which had been used in Prussian
schools fora quarter of a century, is dangerous to thepublic welfare,
andso they have prohibitedits fuither use in the Catholic schools of
the Khenish dioceses. This is No.1. The other case occurredat the
opposite endof thekingdom, at a place calledHennerwitz, inSilesia,
"where an apostate from the Catholic Church died lately in final im-
penilence. On the day whenhe \iras to be buried his friends, sup-

portedby the officials of the place,asked that thehells of theCatholic
Church shouldbe rung; and upon thepriest'srefusal, somemen were
sent to thebelfry, who,having taken the keyfrom the sextonby brute
force, set about to pull the ropes withmight andmain,so as to pro-
duce a sound verydifferent indeed from a funeral dirge. That's how
the

'"
home affairs" of theCatholic Churchare respectedbyBismarck's

myrmidons.
An act of themostglaringiniquity hasl>eenperpetratedby the

French Chamberof Deputies. Count Alberbde Mun,the renowned
Catholic Champion, one of thebest men Prancehas producedin
our days,has been ignominioualy ejected from the Houee^npbfor
anyfault of his own, butbecause twospecialcommittees hajrpund
out, after three months' microscopic inquiry, that thepriestsof
the districtof Pontivy had been in his favor,andhadtold their
flocks that they were. Lower Brittany, in which Pontivy is
situated,maybe called tho Connaught of France. A patriarchal
purity has subsisted to this day in all relations of life,and the
majority of thepeople still follow the paternalauthority of their
priestsaaimplicitly as ever they didon thebanksof the Shannon.
Black sheepthere are,of course, enough, and to spare;and the
committees of the French Chamber, in trying to take evidence
against the elect of the people, chiefly relied on the evidence of
these outcasts. Thus, for instance,the voteof a whole parishwas
impugned by a fellow called Nicolazzo, who had, on oneoccasion,
been the inmate of a prison for three months. The precedent of
JudgeKeogh's finding in Captain Nolan's case,in1872, wasvery
appropriately appealedtoby the reporter,TMC. Turquet,as showing
that

"
English jurisprudence"also isopposedto"priestlyinfluence

at elections." No wonderthata judgment whichevery trueIrish-
manholds in horror should have found especialfavor inthe eyea
of FrenchRadicals. Countde Mun's return was annulled,buthe
is sure tostandagain, andsubscriptionshavealreadybeenstarted
among Catholics inFrance tosecurehis triumphant return.

The dignity of Konian Count has been conferredby hisHoli-
ness thePopeon the ChevalierF.M.O'Connell,anIrishgentleman,
for some time past resident inParis. His services tothe Churchin
that city have been often the subject of previous acknowledge-
ments,andduring the communehe savedthe lives of many of the
clergyat the immense risk of his own. He workedamongst the
woundedinevery engagementroundParis while the siege lasted,
and generouslyplacedhis fortune at theservice of the ambulance,
andhis unselfish devotion to the suffering soldiers wasrendered
moreeffectiveby his medical skill. Mr.O'Connellhas receivedthe
Commandership of Severalorders of knighthood forhis services in
the causeof humanity.

Primitive peoplearesometimes lucky people,as appears from
whatoccurred lately in a small village calledHesbecourt. The
inhabitants of the place, wantinga church, andbeing toopoor to
pay for having it built, thought the bestthing they could do was
to puttheir own shoulders to the wheel, andbuildit themselves.
So theyset about digging the foundations, and,inorder tomake
them sound and firm, went much deeper into the ground thanis
usually done;when,lo !they hit uponanearthen vessel, and, on
examining its contents, found that it was full of silver coins, all
from the time of the Huguenotwars, the dates ranging from 1560
to 1590. All these coins are of great numismaticvalue, and some
of themactuallybear the effigy of the Cardinal de Bourbon,who
was recognisedas King Charles X. by the CatholicLeague from
1590 to1592. Itis expected that the proceeds of this treasure-
trove willdefray the cost of thebells required for thenew church;
and should an\ of our readers whoareof anumismatic turn wish
to lendahelpinghand to the undertaking by buying someof the
coins, they should apply to M. Henne, Maire d'Hesbecourt, par
Roisel (Somme).

The society for the organisation of a Franco-ServianLegion
has beeninformed that the French Government willnot give any
authorisation for the establishment of Committees in Paris or
other towns for thepurposeof recruiting volunteersandcollecting
money andarmsfor Servia.

The last great fire atQuebec did not fail toproduceits mira-

cles. TheAsile dvBonPasteur wasright in the pathof the con*
flagration, andeverybodyhad given it up forlost, when thepious
ladies set several statues of the Blessed Virginon the galleries as
a preservativeagainst the approaching danger. At the sightof
these statues the devouring element turned aside and the asylum
was spared. The Maison de Providence was saved inasim-jj^r
manner in the great fire atMontrealin1851.

A Scotch correspondent,evidently a physician, in a letter to the
'Indo-European Correspondence,' relates the following interesting
incident:"*On the feast of the patronageof St.Joseph,Ireadin tho'Month ofMary' of the wonderful fruits obtainedby devotion to the
holy rosary. Itis related how abishop in Spam was unable to suc-
ceed iv reforming his people until he preached the rosary. By a
strange coincidence, Iheard on that day of the following:We have
all readof the unfortunate voyageof the

'Strathmore'and the hard-
ships endured by the survivors. One o£ the passengers was Mrs.
Wordsworth. This lady had received a rosary from a Catholic lady
[a convert] inEdinburgh, who asked Mrs.Wordsworth touseit when
in trouble or affliction. The vesselstruck. At the last moment Mrs.
Wordsworth thought of her rosary, went down to the cabin and
secured it. Imake no comments;butIsaw it mentioned m tho
newspapers that Mrs. Wordsworth is the only female who was saved.

We ('Catholic Review')desire to cull the attentionof our friends
inEurope,who sometimes confoundAmerican republicanismwith the
wretched and vulgar parody of it known to Communists andother
reds, to a striking contrastbetween some incidents whichhave occurred
w.thina few months at the other side of the Atlantic and at tin?.
That brave gentleman, Don Carlos, afterlighting loyally and well for
the crown of his ancestors, was defeated, and returned to England
temporarily. From tho time he landed until he departedfromits
inhospitable shores, he was on everypublic; occasion treated with all
kinds of contumely, which neither his causenor his personal worth
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