
[The writerof the articlereferred to in the above letter, associ-
ated the author of the papers in the'Daily Times

'
with Tapanui,

because it was quiteevident from certain of his remarks that, whenin
New Zealand,he had been connected with that locality. We are
glad,however, to find thatMr.McKellar agrees with us in looking
upontheproductionof the correspondentin questionas discreditable.
The writer of thearticle assuresus that he hadnot Mr.McKellar in
his mind,and that he is under the impression that the author of the
calumnies referred to in hisarticle isnot at presentin this country.

—
Ed.Tablet.]

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

Tiiequarterlymeetingof theLawrenceBranch,H.A.C.8.5., washeld
inSt.Patrick's schoolroom,on Monday, Seotember11. Bro.John
Young, President (in the chair), opened the meeting with prayer.
The usual fines were imposedon brothersabsent at call of roll. Re-
solved:"That the minutes of last meetingbe confirmed." Corres-
pondence wasreceivedfrom the NasebyBranch acknowledging reeipts
of £10 5sfor sashes. The Presidentread circulais from the Welling-
ton and Napier Branches in reference to the formation of District
Boards for the colony of New Zealand. Eesolved:

"
That thismeet-

ing is of opinion thatDistrict Boards should be formedthroughout
the colony of New Zealand, and cordially approves of the action
taken by the Dunedin Branch to form District Boards, or other
Boards of Management for the Otago and neighboringBranches."
Eesolved:

"
That Bro. Thomas Fahey be appointedTreasurer."

Bro.T. Fahey tendered his resignation as Vice-President which was
accepted Eesolved:

"
That Bro.JohnFordbe appointed'Vice-Presi-

dent." The meeting,byrequest,grantedaconcession to the Treasurer
thathe shall not be finedif inattendance Jat any time during a meet-
ing, to receive monies, owing to that Brother residing at a distance
from town. Bro. M. O'Donnell was elected Guardian, after whicl
thePresident installed the newly-elected officers— Bro. John Ford
andM. O'Donnell.

"
"Resolved:"That copiesof the|minutes of this

meeting be s-nt to the Tabxet and
'Tuapelia Times

' newspapers.'
The meeting,after pruvor, was then closed in the usual form by thi
President. Reeip's, £8 14s 6d.

II
The EasternQuestionhas atlast led to the outbreakof a war, the
extentor end of which it is not easy to foresee, unlessEurope or
England has made upits mind to sit down quietly whilstRussia
carries out its long-cherished designs against the integrity of
Turkey. The war whichServiahas commenced alarmsor disturbs
themindsof statesmento a far greater degree thanit has as yet
influencedpublic opinion in Europe. The hope is that the war
willbelocalized, andan opinionhas been industriously putabout
that its object is merely the redress of grievances suffered by
Christians under Turkish misrule. But this optimist view of the
war is byno meanssharedby the diplomatistsand statesmenwho
havebeen sobusy atwork during the last few months eitherin
promotingor attempting toavert the calamity whichis now upon
us. Prince Bismarck, for instance, sees that his work for the
present is over, andhe has retired toa Germanwatering-placeto
nursehis healthandto watch the turn of events. Alike inaction
attends thepolicyof France. War inEuropehas itschancesas well
as itsdangers for these two foes, who now stand apart— to borrow
aRimile fromMr.Disraeli— like exhaustedvolcanoes. We maybe
certainthat the English Cabinet has but little hope that sucha
war as that now commenced will be, as its promoters pretend,
localized. The real interests at stake, the realpassionsatworkare
such astoportend aEuropeanwar in which, indeed,the antagon-
isms of race and religion will be invoked, and it is tobe feared
with too fatal a success, as a means for advancing designs of
politicalaggrandizement.

It is of the last importance that theEnglishpublic shouldnot
for a moment allow their generous instincts and their natural
sympathies to be entrapped on false pretences. The war to be
wagedagainst Turkey,it is pretended,is awar onbehalf of Chris-
tians oppressedby the Mussulman, a war waged in the nameof
humanity,a war of nationalities. This pretextis a sham, amere
cloak tohide the ambitiousdesigns of Russia. The insurrectionin
Turkey is not a rising of thenative populations, butaninsurrec-
tion fomented by Russian agents and carried on by adventurers
from the districts of the adjoiningStates. Ever} meanshas bepn
made useofby unscrupuloushands torender redress ofthe gri«#-
ances complained of impossibleon the part of Turkey. Russii^.diplomacy has surpassed itself in duplicity during the last few
months,for the sham attemptsat pacification from the Andrassy
Note to theBerlin Memorandumhadbutone object— the destruc-
tion of the Ottoman Empire. But for the action of England
Russian diplomacy would have accomplishedits designs,perhaps
withoutwar. Baffledby England's boldandhonest policy,it was-
for a time doubtful whether Russia would submit with a good
grace to the defeatithadsuffered, orwhether it wouldventureon
the hazardous enterpriseof letting loose Servia andMontenegro
on Turkey.'

This time of doubt was diplomacy's opportunity, as future
Blue-Books will amply testify. But diplomacyhas failed, and
Russia seeks to gain by force and bloodshed what it failed to
obtainby theartsof duplicity. Butits duplicity is not atanend,
though war has begun; for now Russian agents are at work to-
hide the ugly and immoral ends of this unjust and cruel war.
Men are tobemadebelievethat this is nocommonwar of political
ambition buta holy crusade in which the Cross is to be raised
against the Crescent;itis tobeawarof religionandrace,butnot a
war inwhichthepoliticalinterestsofEuropeareatallinvolved,for
itis inno wise to alter the relations between the Great Powers.
Itmay,indeed,excite thesympathiesofEurope,butthesympathies
ofcivilised Europemust allbeon the sideof theChristians, ground
todustunder therule of the barbarous Turk. Such is the lan-
guage, in various modifications, addressedby the author of this,
unjust andimmoralwar whichmay,andmostlikely will,beforeit

WELLINGTON.
■H-

(from our own correspondent.)
OnFriday, the Bth instant, a most solemn ceremony washeld in
the Cathedralhere, whenSistersMary Josephine,Mary Agnes,and
Mary Catherine, were received from the noviciate into theprofes-
sion of tl»« Sisters of Mercy. Due notice having beengivenof it
atbothchurches on thepreviousSunday, alargenumber ofpeople
assembled to witness the ceremony,which wasmostimpressiveand
solemn. Thethree altars weredecorated with flowers, and looked
magnificentunder the light of asplendidarrayof candles. At 10
o'clock th« procession arrived from the Convent, whichis inthe
immediate vicinity ofthe church, andwalkedslowlyup the aisle to
the altar, while the choir sans the "VeniCreator Spiritus." Here
they werereceived by the Bishop, who, after blessing theblack
veiis, which wereafterwards given to the sisters, preachedamost
eloquentsermon. The text was,"Ifanyman will come afterme,
lethim takeuphis cross andfollowme. After discoursing at con-
siderablelengthon the vows which the Sisters were totake, the
most rev.preachersaidthe worldcannot understandhow itis thit
you giveup all its pleasures for the duties of aSister of Mercy,
but when yournameeven is considered, youwillfeel thatyouare
right, as tovisit the sick, and rear the orphanin the fear of God,
are surely notcontemptible duties. A happy destiny awaits you,
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The 'Westport Times' says it is reported that the menen-
gagedinopening up the Mount Eangitoto Silver Mine havedis-
covered largedeposits of black oxide of silver, as well as galena.
This blackoxide containsabout80per cent,ofthepure metal,and
issimilar to that which hasmadethe Nevadaminessomarvellously
rich.

We understand that the MostRev. theLordBishop ofDunedin,
actingin the capacity of Administrator of the Diocese of Auckland,
has appointed the Rev. Father Fynes Vicar-General of the said
diocese.

for thehappiness which your deeds of charity will spreadaround
youhereonearthwillprocure for you a Crown ofGloryhereafter
inHeaven. On the sick bed your companions willbearoundyou
inprayer,atyour feet you will see the crucifix

—
the image ofhim

whohadbeen yourmodel through life, and whenyoucometore-
ceive the last sacramentyou will pass awayfull of hopeofeternalbliss, toenjoy for ever the delights of heaven. After reminding
those present of the trials and temptations through which they
wouldhaveto travel,he asked them all whenthey shouldsee the
Sisters at the footof the altar to invokeablessinguponthem, and Jhehopedthat nonewouldleave the Churchwithoutresolvingupottfldedicatingthe rest oftheir lives to the service of God,so thata^Hthe last day they all might be calledby the words "*Come yiM
blessedof my "Fatherenter intothe rest whichIhavepreparedfor!
you." After thesermon, the Sisters elect wereconductedby the
Superioressto theBishop,who,with crozier inhand,wasseatedinhis episcopalchair on the high altar, and askedeach "My child,
what do you demand?

—
and was answered, "My Lord,Imost

humblyasktobe admittedinto theholy profession." *"My child,,
do youconsider yourself sufficientlyinstructedinwhatregards the
vowsof religion, andthe rules and constitutionof this institute;
anddo you know the obligations you contract by the holy pro-
fession ?"

"Yes, my Lord, with the graceof God." Mass wasthen celebratedby the Bishop, Fathers PetitJean, M'Guinness,.
andKearneyassisting, and at the raising of thehost eachof the
Sistersread hervow of profession,after which she signed it. On
the conclusion ofMass, the Bishop vested thenewlyprofessedre-
ligious inthe black veil, andplacing aring on the third finger of
the right handof eachof them, said "May the Lordwhohasnow
espousedtheeprotect thee fromalldanger. Receive thou the ring
of faith that thoumayest be called the spouse of the Lord,andif'
thouwiltbe faithfulbecrowned with him for ever." The

"
Veni

Sponsa, Christi," "Te Deum," and "Kyrie Eleison," were then
sung, and the Sisters retired in procession as they entered the
Church. Hibernico.

RUSSIA AND THE WAR IN TURKEY.

A FALSE ALARM.
(To the Editor of theNew ZealandTablet.)

Sib,— We have been consulted byMr. John McKellar, of Tapanui,
Eunholder, -with reference to anarticle publishedin the issue of the
Tabiet of Bth inst.,inwhich youstrongly attack the writer of a series
of papers published in the

'
Otago Daily Times,'and inwhich you

use phrases and references which leave ifc impossible to avoid the
conclusion that you intend to indicate Mr. McKellar as the
writer in question, and to apply to him the epithets used in
your article. Mr. McKellar has felt Tery deeply aggrieved by
your action in making such an assumption— an assumption which
the very slightest inquiry, or even a careful consideration
of thepapers commented on would have shown tobeunfounded;
and we are instructed to request you, in your next issue, todo
whatis inyourpowerby aretractionand expressionof regret,to
affordreparationfor the injury done toMr.McKellar.

Shouldyoudecline tocomply with our request, Mr.McKellar
willbe compelled,however reluctantly,to takeother steps topro-
tectand vindicatehis character.

Mr. McKellar is atpresent inDunedin,butleaves shortly;we
shall, therefore, be obliged by your reply at your earliest con-
venience.

—
Yours, &c, Stewart and Denniston.
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