
aletterin the eveningpaper,in whichhe complainsof the extra*ordinaryrailwaycharges. He assertshepaid £2 3s.3d. aa freight
fornine cases to Waipawa, and onhis return, whenhe bookedthesamecases toPortAhuriri,a further distance,he wasonly-charged
£1 16s. _ He also states that one ofhisparcelswas impoundedby
the station-masterat.Waipawa,becauseherefusedtopayaprivatedraymananextortionatecharge for carriage."

'

It is expected that the new organ galleryat St. Joseph'sChurch, Dunedin, will be openedin about three weeks. It is
intendedtocelebratethe opening by aperformanceof some selec-
tionsof sacred music. Entrance into the Church on the occasion
willbeby ticket,asthe matterhasbeenundertakenfor thepurpose
of helping todefray the expensesincurredby thealterationsbeing
nowcarriedout. Mr. Charles Sykes willpresideat the organ,and,as the choir willbeunderhis able direction, there isno doubtbut
that theperformancewill be of ahighorder, andamusical treat
of noordinary kind will beprovided.

Itwill be seen fromthe letterof ourWellington correspondent
that three ladieshavebeen professed as members of the Order of
the Sistersof Mercy in that town. A circumstance whichadds
additionalinteiestto the professions inquestionis, that theyarethe first whichhavetakenplace inWellington for sixteenyears.

The VictorianGovernment have sent toEngland for the ser-vices ofanexperienced engineer officer tobftemployedindevising
aplanofcoastal defence ? Ithasbeen discoveredthatMelbourne
lies still atthe mercy of anyhostile squadronthatmay happento
arrive inPort Philipj for, notwithstanding the two millions ex-
pendedon them within the last two years, thevolunteers arede-
claredtobe quite ineffective, andthe Cerberusis spokenof asany-
thingbutpreparedto repelan attack. Allmuniments ofwar in
fact are needed,and there is nothing topreventtheRussians from
becoming mastersof the situation at any timethat it may so suit
their views, a positionwhichitstrikesus itissomewhathumiliating
for acity likeMelbourne to occupy. But which weregret tosay
is sharedin byDunedin.

We observe that the missionof the MaristFathersat Spital-fields, London,has been a marked success. A presentation wasmade ashort time since to the Rev. Father Chaurain, Superior of
the Mission, who then completed his twenty-fifth year of labor
there. The work wasbegun inpovertyanddifficulty,a temporary
altar for the celebration ofthe first masshaving beenformed,if weunderstandaright,of empty cases, but faith and patienceon the
partof the good fathersseem tohavesurmountedeveryobstacle in.
London as well as in New Zealand. We learn that it is to
the Marist Order,andnot to that of the ChristianBrothers, that
thebrothers belong, whohave undertakenthe schools inWelling-
ton, and weregretthatacontrarystatementwas accidentallymade
inour columns. Dunedinis the only town inNew Zealand where
members of the Christian Brothers' Order areasyet tobe found.

The Rev. Duncan M'Nab, a Catholic clergyman,hasunder-
takena mission to the aborigines of Queensland in theneighbor-
hoodof Gympie.

The Choral Society gaveamost successful andenjoyable con-
cert on Friday evening last. Selections were performed from
Elijah,Naaman,and theHymn of Praise. Mr.Towsey conducted
withhis usualandwell-known ability;andthe mannerin which
themusic was renderedreflectedmuch credit on allwho took part
in it.

The Walhallacorrespondentof the GippslandMercuryrecords
the followingstrangeoccurrence :—":

— "
The wife of a minerresiding

ashort distance from the township, who, being considered dead,
hadbeenlaid out, regained consciousness withastartto findher-
self beingmeasuredforher coffin. Sheshook her fist atthe under-taker, whomade a precipitate retreat, all the other occupants of
the roombeing so much alarmed that they followedhis example.
The lady is now on thehigh road torecovery."

Nell, the sparkling Californian, is still reigning favoriteat
thePrincess Theatre. If her performancesdo not afford any solid
food to the intellect, or serve to give a heavy moral lesson, they
still are verypleasing, and avail to divert theminds of her audi-
ence for a timefrom the caresof life, anadvantageby nomeans to
be despised. Her banjo playing is exceptionally charming,and
mayina mannerbesaidto formtheapotheosisoftheinstrumentin
question.

We observe that Mr.JohnDunkerleyhaschangedhisresidencefromForth-street to the neighborhood of the EuropeanHotelin
George-street,where he continues to carry on his business as ahatter,andis preparedto furnish the various articles includedin
his trade ofgoodandfashionablequality,andatareasonable scale
ofcharges

Mb.W. P.Thornton,late of theMelbourneHotel,Invercargill,haspurchased the Royal Hotel, Dunedin. This large and com-
modious establishment has beenfitted up in first-classstyle,and
will befound capable of satisfying the requirements of the most
fastidious and exacting. Itoccupies a central and convenient
situation, andtheprinciples on which it is managedare liberalintheextreme.

We learn fromthe MountIda'Chronicle' that theconveyance
of gold andtreasure from the miningtowns toDunedinis nowper-
formedby thepolice. The escort started fromNaseby onThurs-
day morning,14th instant, witha contribution fromthe districtof
11760z5. Theroute is through Blacks, Clyde, Alexandra,Teviot,
andLawrence, catching the railway at TokomairiroforDunedin.

The 'IllustratedNew ZealandHerald
'

for Septembercontains
anumberof admirable viewsofthe sceneryof theHotSprings coun-
try. TheCrowsNest,Geyser,Tauranga,andObinemutuareespeci-
allydeserving of notice, as isalsoArtimuriintheAuckland district.The musical world of Otagohas lately receivedavaluable addi-
tionin theperson of Mr.CharlesRussell, who for sometime officiated
as organist in the Catholic Church of Los Angelos,California. Mr.Russell, besides being a brilliant performer and successful teacher,
has madegoadhis claimtorank as anoriginal andpleasing composer.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.—
*+
—

The Dunedinnewspapers have been sorelyexercisedinrefer-
ence to the funeral of amanof thename of Hayes, who wasburied
here last week. The great point at which they all aimed was to
throwblame on the Catholic clergy. With theDunedinpress, such
aneffortmaybe regardedas amatterof course. Inthe opinionof
the Dunedin newspapers the Catholic clergyarealways wrong. Is
it not a singular thing, that these newspapers cannot keep their
pefe&'off the priests? The priestsare theleast obtrusivegentlemen
idjthe community. They mind their business, and live a very:^ured life. So much cannot be said of the newspapers. We
Eerily believe that if a Catholic priest happened to sneeze in
Princes-street onhis way to the Post Office, there would be a
hubbubabout itinthenewspapers. Weremember that some time
ago, oneof them happened to be going to thePost Office topost
some letters during the day of an election contest, and thatoneof
thenewspapers immediately announced to the public thathe was,
toy so doing, taking an activepart against oneof the candidates.
But toreturn to Hayes'case. Inreference to this, severalstate-
ments havebeen made in thenewspapers andinprivate,whichare
pure fabrications. Forexample,ithasbeenstatedthat the clergy
refused togranta free grave for deceased, thisis untrue;secondly,
ithasbeen stated that the clergyrefused tobury Hayes, this is
also untrue;thirdly,ithasbeensaid thatacertainprice wasasked
for agrave,again this is untrue. Infact, there is hardly a word
of truth in all thathasbeen saidbyall the daily papers, and the
Good Templarorgan. The clergy wereunder the impressionthat
Hayes was to have beenburied in the Catholic cemetery in the
usual way,and one of them went at the appointed time to the
cemetery to perform the burial service. On his arrivalthere, he
-was surprisedtoseeno preparation made for the funeral,and he
■waitedfor twohours after the arrivalof the friends till the grave
wasmade.

TheNapier correspondentof the Wellington 'EveningPost
'

says:
—

"Henry Moss, ofHallensteinBros., Dunedin,haspublished
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fathers of the Society are of more than averageabilityand
culture;for it is wellknown that their preparatorycourse of
studies is strict, severe,and requiredof all. Again, the trite
and absurd accusationbrought generally against the Church,
that she is unwilling to see her children educated, cannot,
withoutpatent absurdity and transparent falsehood,bepar-
ticularlybroughtagainst themembers of theSociety of Jesus,
ifor they are clearly and beyond all dispute the advocatesof
■^liversaleducation;and of that given by them, the names

whohud been their pupils during the course of the
Hftst threehundred years are quite sufficient to attest the ex-
Bbellence.

Theycannot, therefore/be themselves accusedof ignorance,
nor of beingopposed to learningin others, whichseem to us
to be themost frequent matters of complaint to be found in
the mouths of those who identify themselves with anti-
Catholic cant

—
albeitweknow that suchcomplaints arenau-

seatingnonsense at any time.
What is it, then, that they areaccused of ? So far as we

can discover, there is nothing definite laid to their charge,
but their cunning enemies have contrived to excite against
them a suspicion of being engagedina certain strangecon-
spiracy,whichis totally wanting in end or object, for, while
their livesare sacrificed to its furtherance, there is not even
a pretence made that they themselves expect to benefitby
its success. And in advancement of this plot they are
affirmedto employ means utterly at variance,not only with
their profession and pursuits, but even with the whole tone
of their intellect and feelings, indubitably those of highly
cultivated gentlemen,and which means it wouldbe simply
impossible for a multitude of men, endowed by nature with
an abundance of talent,and by cultivation enabled to make
thebest useof this, to employ unanimously evenfor a short
season— much less forhundreds of years.

Yet suchis the monstrous suspicion that obtains against
the Jesuits, and which, were it true,— as it is ludicrously
false— would at once force us to relinquish all respect for
learning and genius, and to look upon the intellect
as unworthy of culture or polish, since it would then be
provedincapable of influencing men towardsa right line of
conduct, evenwhenunder the guidance of religion.

Absurditiessuch as these it is that the name of Jesuit
suggests to the fancies of many well-meaningpeople,who are
so blindedby prejudice as to have surrendered their judg-
ment in this instance to the influences of men fromwhose
designs, were they to behold them in their true light, they
■would shrink as froma poisonous reptile. Andsuch are the
grounds uponwhichare basedthe attempts, now beingmade
inFrance, topave the way for thespread of license and its
orgies by the expulsion of the Jesuits, even as by the sup-
pression of this Order in the last century the pathwas made
smoothfor the great French withall its accom-
panyinghorrors.
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