
EXTRAORDINARY DISCOVERY.
Intelligencehas reachedusof anextraordinary discoveryin the
shape of several large caves containing fossil remains supposedto
be those of some extinct animals, having been made in the lime-
stone country between Cowra and Canowindra. We have at
presentbeforeus a letter writtenby one of thepartyof four by
whom the discovery was made. From that letter we take the fol-
lowing information:

—
The entrance tocaveNo. 1was accidentally discoveredby the

party abovereferred to,whenengagedin workin the bush, and,as
already stated is incountryof limestone formation. The mouth of
the cave is very large,butthe roofgradually falls,andprogress can
only be made upon the hands andknees for the space of about
twenty feet, when there is another abrupt rise, and avery large
cavern is entered. The astonishment of the exploring party on
discovering this cave was great, butmore astonishing discoveries
werebefore them. Entering the roomy space and searching for
further openings they came acrossa, Large depositof bones

—
about

five feet in width— embeddedin a layer of different coloredsoil,
between twolayersof limestone. The writersays:

— "
Thisstrange

depositis about fifty feet from the surface,butIcannot give you
adescription of the bones just yet as we did not like todisturb
them. There was one bone, however, which we couldnot help
observing above the others, as it was larger than any exposedto
view. Itis about twelve or thirteen inches in length, andabout
aninch anda half in diameter. There are thousands of bones in
the heap, and lam sure they are not those of a kangaroo. We
intend to forward someof them toSydney by and bye,inorder to
ascertain what animal they belowed to. Below the spot where
there remains were found, the writer says,there is another cavity
about twenty feet deep, where other bones are to be seen. He
also says that there are many other caves leading from the one
described,and he promises to give a full descriptionwhen heand
his partyhave made further researches.

CaveNo. 2 is described as being in the same hillandabout
100 yards distant from CaveNo. 1. To this cave there is a splen-
didentrance, whichextendssome fifty or sixty feet inwards, when
itnarrowsdown, as in thefirst mentioned cave,the explorersbeing
under thenecessity of crawling forsome distance on their elbows
andknees. A roomycaveis then entered,butnothing very strik-
ing appears. Satisfied thatthere wereother compartments further
on theparty made a careful search, but for a long time could find
nooutlet. Atlast oneof the four discovered a small holein the
back wall of the caye

—
a hole "just about large enough toput

your hand through." Tha.t hole was after some trouble made
larger, and cautiously and tremblingly one after another of the
party crawled through thenewly made aperture,and then found
theoiselves in a cave of narrow dimensions. A descent of several
feet upon a narrow ledge of rock brought them to an opening
"just large enough for aman to get down through"

—
anddown

the plucky fellows went, and again crawling for twenty feet with
their faces near the ground, they found themselves inacave of
large dimensions and grandeur. The writer says ::

—
lf This is the

principalcave, as far as we have yetdiscovered. The scenery is
trulymagnificent:the stalactites, &c, forming a very grandsight.
The height fromthe floor is eighty or ninety feet;and there are
some twelve or fourteen different openings leading into other
cavities. Into some of these we ventured, but from others we
were driven by the foul air. The sights in some of them are
beautifulto behold. Strange to say, in the deepest partof the
largecave there is the samesort of strataas we found in the first
cave, and, stranger still, there are many bones herealso. These
bones are lying 300 or 400 feet lower in the earth than werethe
bones we saw inNo. 1cave."

The writer thenproceeds tosay that he andhis matesintend
to explorenumerous other underground palaces, the entrances to
which they haddiscovered, mentioning that on their next expedi-
tion they will enter a cave "about 100 feet perpendicular before
there is any bottom." He also promises tosend fullerparticulars
at a future time.

The names of this venturesome exploring party are T. J.
Peters, A. Potts, T. O'Shaughnessy,andJ.O'Shaughnessy.

Itis somewhat remarkable thatthe discovery of these subter-
raneouscavernshas not beenmade before this, for weare informed
by the recipientof the letter from which we have taken the above
extracts that the spot is not isolated, and the cave9must have
beenpassedandre-passedbynumerous travellers. We shall await
withsome interest the analysis of the bones discoveredin such an
unusualplace, and will not fail togive our readers the benefitof
information relating theretowhich may come to us inthe future.— 'BathurstFreePress/

THE PERPETUAL OBLATION.
Haveour youngCatholics ever thought that theHoly Sacrificeof
the Mass is being offeredin somepart of the world everyhour of
their lives?

When it is midnight in New York, Mass is beginning in the
churches in Italy. Their ancient altars, at which saints have
knelt,arelitup with tapers,andthe Vicarof Christand thousands
of priestsare lifting holyhands toheaven. Think of thehundreds
of quietchapels,

Jesus there,
And Mary's imagemeek and fair,
Andthe dim light,with richandpoor,
Scattered round thechapel flour,
With the tinklingbeids they tell.
And whispeisseaicily audible.

A little later and the bells of a thousand towers in France
begin tosprinkle the air withholy sounds, and inevery city, town
and hamlet theDivine Host is upliftedamid the radiance of lamps
and the incense of flowers, to stay the anger of God from the land
of His choicest favors, and kneeling crowds adore his chastening
hand, andpray for sinners whodespiseHis ordinances.

Chivalric and religious Spain catches the echoes, and, whenI
it was one, in New York offers the great Sacrifice incountless [
splendid churches. I

And then Catholic Ireland, the island of Saints, which has !
suffered so many centuries for the faith, rallies anew round the I
altars it wouldnever forsake.

At 2 o'clockand after, thepriests of the island of the Atlantic—
perhaps Cape Verde

—
white-robedand stoled, and wearing the i

greatcross on thier shoulders, bendbefore the tabernacle.
Anhour later,a courageousmissionary lifts up the chalice of

salvationon the ice-bound coast ofGreenland.
Athalf-past 4 the sacred lamps twinkle through the fogs of

'
Newfoundland; and at 5, Nova Scotia's industrious population >
begins the day by attendingMass. i

And nowall the Canadianchurches andchapels growradiantas thefaithful people, the inhabitantsof the country, the devout
citizen, the consecrated nun,andthe innocent childhasten tounite
their prayers around the sanctuary where the priest is awaiting
them.

At 6, how many souls are flockingto the churches inNew York,
eager to begin their day of labour with the holiest act of religion.
Many youngpeople,too,gather roundthe altar then, or at alater
hour, like the fresh flowers which open with the morning, andoffer
theirdewy fragrance toHeaven.

An hourlater thebells ofMissouriandLouisiana are ringing;|
and at 8, Mexico, true to the faith, bends before its glittering
altars.

At 9, the devout tribes of Oregon followtheir lovedblackgown
♥ t̂heir gay chapels,andCalifornia for a while loosensits grasp on

■, T^sgold to think of the treasures that rust dothnot corrupt.
And when the Angelusbell is ringing at noonin New York,

the unbloody sacrifice is being offeredin the islands of the Pacific,
"where there arc generous souls laboring for our dear Lord.

And so the bells go ringing on,on,over the waters,and one
taper after another lights up,as one soul after anothercatches
the light of faith,makingglad all the islesof the sea.

At 2, the zealous missioners of Australia aremurmuring with
haste, eager for the coming of our Lord, Introibo ad altare Dei.
And all the spicy islands of the East catch up the same sweet
sound,one after another, till, at 4 in the afternoon, China proves
there are many souls who are worthyot the name of Celestial by
their rapt devotion at the early rite. Then in Thibet there is
many amodest chapel where the missionary distributes the Bread
ofLife toa crowd of hungry souls.

At 6, the altars of Hindoostan, where St. Fi-ancis Xavier
ministered, are arrayed with their fl( >wcrs and lamps and sacred
vessels, andunwearied priestsare hastening to fortify their souls
beforeHim whois their Liie and Strength.

At0, in Siberia, wheremany apoor Catholic exile fromPoland
has noother solace for his woes but the footof the altar and the
Breadof Heaven. Godhelphim!

Duringthe hours New York is gay withpartiesandballs and
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theatricalamusements,theholiest of ritesis goingonin the Indian
Ocean and among the sable tribes of Africa, whose souls areso dear
to the Saviour, who oncedied for all, and who is now daily offered
by all.

At 11, in Jerusalem, the holy city over whioh Jesus wept,
whereHe wrought somanymiracles, where He sufferedandoffered
Himself asacrifice for the whole world.

When midnight sounds againinNew York, the silver bellsare
tinkling againineverychancel inRome, Andso it goes on;the
DivineHostis constantly rising, like thesunin its coursearound
the earth. Thus are fulfilled the words of theprophet Malachi;" Fromthe rising of the sun evento the goingdown thereof,my
name is great among the Gentiles; and in everyplace there is a
sacrifice,and there is offered to mynamea clean oblation,for my
nameis great among the Gentiles, saiththe Lord ofHosts."

Every hour we can andshould unite ourselves to the Masses
going oninsomepartof the world, thus addingnewbrightness to
G-od's glory, atoning for theneglectof others, andpromoting our

Iown sanctification.— 'The Young Catholic.5

We find a similar pretensionput forward by the present Ministry I
S3 regards Canada

—
for it has beenofficially declared that the laws ,

made in Londonoverride the acts ot* the CanadianLegislature
—

which,
consequently, is only a mock Parliament!

Ina very brief space we shall hear this pretension rejectedby
Canada with indignation. The inhabitants of that country will un-
doubtedly imitate the conduct of Ireland on the occasion. For it was
this act of high-handed usurpation whichIrelandanswered in Eighty-
two, when she proclaimed the independence of the IrishParliament.

The question, of jurisdiction preceded the question of inde-
pendencethen

—
perhaps it may bow once more be the heraldof

greaterthings. Irish traders have alreadybeen draggedover to
London. But oneIrishtrader has taken themanful resolution of
xefusingto obey the order of the English Court. Hehas deter-
mined to try the question, and we think his conduct and case
deserve themost earnest and moat active attentionof Irish repre-
sentatives, who should have guarded against this encroachment,
andarenowbound toendeavor towithstandit."Iadmire that public-spiritedmerchant

"
(AldermanHoran),

said Grattan, on a somewhat similar occasion, " who spreadcon-
sternationat the Custom House, and, despising the examplewhich
greatmen afforded, determined to try the question,and tendered
for entry what theBritish Parliament prohibits the subject toex-
port,somearticles of silk, andsoughtathis private risk the liberty
ofhis country;withhim,lamconvinced, itis necessary toagitate
the questionof ri^rht. Invain will you endeavor to keepit back

—
the passion is too natural, the sentiment is too irresistible; the
questioncomesof its own vitality—

you must reinstate the laws."— 'Irishman/
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