
Under cover ofeloquent debatesinParliament,England hasbeen
silentlypushingon the work of encroachmentsonwhateverremnant
yetexists of the ancient rights andprivileges of our country.

The mostrecent act of this kind is the oppressiveprivilege
assumedby English Courtsof dragging Irish traders over to West-
minster, there to adjudicate upon any difference these may have
with English customers. Under this system ashopkeeperinCork,
Sligo,Derry,or any other remote or near town, maybe forced to
take anumber ofwitnesses over to London, at a great expense, to
keep them therefor weeksat great expense, tofee English lawyers
at great expense, and return— ruined!— and all because of some
trivialdiscrepancy inanaccount.

This is amatter of the gravestimportance, andnot the less so
because itis oneof historical antecedents. Itis apallid parallel
of aformer famous usurpation.

One hundred and eighty-eight years ago anEnglish society,
whichhadsecured the monopoly ofrich tracts of landinUlster for
the purpose of "planting,"had a dispute with the Protestant
Bishop of Derry. The case came before the Supreme Court of
AppealinIreland— the Irish House of Lords. Itdecided infavor
of theBishop.

Whereupon theLondoners had the insolence to lodgeacom-
plaint with the English Parliament, in1688, against the conduct
of the IrishParliament, and the English Lords declared theIrish
Lords werenot judges in the case. The IrishHigh Court of Par-
liament wasthus declared tobe a mereservitor to theEnglish,and
.ts judicialpower wasusurped fromit.
1 Thenappeared the "Case of IrelandStated"by Molyn«ux, in
which the author upheld the right ofIrish jurisdiction inanun-
answerable manner. Unable toreply, by any exertionof intellect,
the English Parliament, with weak spite, ordered the book tobe
burnedby thehands of the commonhangman. They wereas fond,
inEngland, ofburning books as of burning persons.

The Irish Lords were not dismayed by this conflagration.
They had,in those days,the spiritof men. Hence they met,pa^^d
a series of firm resolutions, and protestedsolemnly against^%s
attempt atusurpation.

A few years later, in 1703, the case ofLordWard against the
Earl and Countess of Meathcamebefore thepublic. Anorder of
the English House of Lords evictedand dispossessed theEarl and
Countess of their propertyin Ireland. The IrishPeers, however,
havinghadcognisanceof thecase,immediatelyassertedtheirrights,
repudiatedtheEnglish order, and replaced theEarlandCountess
intheirestates.

Inthe same year another,andstill more memorable,case came
vp— the famous Annesley case. Maurice Aane4eyappealedfrom the
decision of the IrishLords toEngland,and theEnglishPeers reversed
the judgment ofthe IrishCourt. Then matters were pressedto ex-
tremities, and a conflict of authority began. The London House
directed theBarons of the ExchequerinIrelandtoenforce their order.
The Sheriff pointblank refused to recognise the usurpation,and the
IrishPeers protectedhim.

Then theIrish Peers resolved to place a representation of the
matterbefore the King—

an error of j idgment, from one pointof
'

view, for the King's council,beingEnglish, were tolerablysure tosup-
porttheEnglish Peers. They did so, and,inorder to put an end to
Irishrights in the matter, they sped an Act, 6thGeorge1., through
fchijEnglish Parliament,declaring thatthe King,Lords,andCommons
of Englandhad power to make laws to bind Ireland,and that the
House of Lords of Irelandhadno jurisdiction, and that all proceed-
ings before that Irish court were void.
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they haveread,orperhapsexperienced,of the'eantripsof therain-
makersand other officials of heathendom,butit is quiteevident,
that of the office and influence of the Christian priesthood they
have no idea whatever. We have no intention of defending Sir
CharlesGavanDuffy from the charge, for we write for Catholics,
andtheyknow that all such accusations aremere folly,but these
wildinvectivesshowus the forces over which our talented fellow-
countryman has triumphed, and add to the pride with which we
must regardan Irishmanand a Catholic whohas ever beenopenly
true to his raceandhis creed, and who has attained toeminence
by thepower aloneof intellect andculture.

The far-famedDiamond of California continues tocharm, by
her versatility and sprightliness, large audiences at the Princess
Theatre, where she is ably supported by Mr. George Giddens.
Mrs. Walter Hill also, by her graceful acting, forms a powerful
attraction, andmaintains thehigh placeshe has longoccupiedin
the estimationof thepublic of Dunedin.

THB'deathof Mr.Thomas O'Donnell will belearnedwithregret
by manyof our readers. Mr. O'Donnell hadbeenfor some time in
failing health, and onWednesday last he expiredat the residence
of Dr. Murphy in Stuart-street, Dunedin. He was known and
highly respected,not only in this town,but also throughout the
province. He was a zealous member of the Catholic Church,
and ever foremost in aiding any good work in connection with
religion.— R.I.P

A WOULD-BE WIT AND CANT-BE GENTLEMAN.
Ina, recentnumberof the 'MusicalWorld/ a Londonpublication,a?L- w-,

U-al "22??Good*>an publishedapretendedreminiscenceof bir William Wilde, which,while affecting a sort of regard forthe memory of that eminent Irishman, representedhim as°havina-conductedhimself ina very ridiculous and vulgar sort of wayonc",referred to by the writer. Goodbansayshemet Dr.WJde atChamoumx. onhis waytomake anascent ofMont Blanc.When the guide asked the party if they wouldhave mules toaidthem m their ascent of the mountain. "Wilde repliedin hisstrong- Irish brogue,and a humorous twinkle in his eyes, 'D'yemaneto insult a man that has walked to the top of the Pakeo*Tenenffe? Getout o' that,sir, andbringme anAlpinestick,an'ifIcant poke myself along with that,mayInever tastebutter-milk andwhiskey again.5
"

After thepartyhadgotsomedistanceup themountain, Goodbantells us "Wildebegan topuff andblowand show signs of fatigue. Heexclaimed,'Bedad, sir, I'm think-
ingmylegs arenot quiteinthe conditionthey were whenIwalkedto the top of thePakeo'Teneriffe." Goodbanofferedhim a mountonhis mule. This, he says,Wilde refused; but he took holdofthe animal stail, and so was pulled to the top of themountain,
ihis absurd andoffensive storybearsall the marksof its Cockneypaternity. Our distinguished countryman,Sir R.P. Stewart,ad-ministered a well-deservedreproof to the writer inasucceedingnumber of the publication above-named. After some remarksdeprecatoryof theintroductionofthe stageIrishman intothepacesot the 'MusicalWorld/ Sir Robert says:"Inconclusion,Idelib-erately assert, with the fullconcurrence of his family andfriends,thatnotone who knew the late Sir William Wilde, asIhad theprivilege to do, wouldrecognise inyour correspondent'sdescription
anythingbutasomewhat vulgar,pointless,andaltogethermislead-
ingcaricature— a caricature which would,unlike most caricatures,
recall neither the memorynor the manner of an eminentanddig-nified professional gentleman, such as Sir William really was?"That is a fillip for Goodbanwhich he will be likely torecollect forsome time.

— '
Nation.'

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY, DUNEDIN BRANCH, No. 73.

The following resolutions were agreed to by a Committeeof the
Dunedin Branch on September Ist, and finally adopted by the
Branch atan extraordinary meeting held on Monday, September
11th, 1876 :—

Resolved1. That in the opinion of this Branch it is deemed
desirable to form a District, to be denominated the Otago and
Canterbury District, and to consist of the following Branches:
Invercargill, Lawrence,Dunedin, Naseby, Oamaru, Akaroa, Lyt-
telton,and Christchtirch.

Resolved 2. That in order to overcome anylegal objectionsa
District be at once formed under the present laws, andthat im-
mediately afterformation the laws be so amended as to suit the
convenience of the Branches forming saidDistrict.

Resolved3. That inthe event of the aforesaidBranches agree-
ingtothe foregoingresolutions, an applicationbeatonce forwarded
tothe E. D requesting it to grant a Dispensation, and also to
deputean Officer toopen theDistrict. The first meetingof Dele-
gates tobeheld in Dunedin;the place of future meetings tobe
decidedupon atthe first District Meeting.

Report of Committee appointedby the Dunedin Branch to
revise the present District Board La-ns :— Your Committee beg
toreporthaving carefully considered the workingof the District
Laws, andrecommend the following amendments, but considering
this is a matter which the other Branches should havea voice in,
your Committee refrains fromfinally adopting themuntilsuch time
as theproposed District is formed according to thepresentLaws,
and the Delegates from the respective Branches have had an
opportunity of perusing theproposedamendments :—:

—
1. That the July meeting be abolished, and inlieu thereof one

GeneralMeetingbeheldin each year,in themonthof January.
2. That it be compulsory on Branches to send Delegates

according to a scale tobeagreed uponby theDelegatesat the first
District meeting.

3. That in order to secure thorough representation, and in
order that each Branch in the District may bear a proportionate
share of the expenses,Law 46 be amended, and the quarterageto
Incidental Fund increased from nine-pence to fifteen-pence per
quarter. That all the expenses of the District bepaidout of the
IncidentalFund, including Delegates' expenses.

The Committee is ofopinionthatthe aboveis the only method
by which thorough representation can be obtained. The
amount of quarteragefrom threehundredand fifty members being
consideredampleto vnisea sufficient sumat once todefray expenses,
while itis anticipated with confidence that anannualreduction in
the quarteragewillbe made. The remainder of the amendments
being only of minor importance it is not thought desirable to
enumerate them here.

NO MAORI EVER A CATHOLIC PRIEST.
To theEditor of the 'New Zealand Times.'

Sir,— I,as a friendof the Maori,read with interest inyour issue
ofthis day what they aimed at in their petitionto theLegislature
in the matterof education. Iwas suddenly startled by the state-
ment thata Maori of Hokianga had gone to Rome, andafter a
regular courseof studies hadbeenordainedapriest, andcameback
to act as a RomanCatholic clergyman inhis owncouritry. After
three yexrs of ministration, it is added, he abandonedhis office,
andrelapsedintohis formerstate. Well,Ihavereason tosay that
Iwasmuch surprisedat this pieceofnews, for itis aa strangeasit
is false. For the last thirty-seven yearsIcould account,almost as
an eye witness, for everyeventof importanceor noveltyconnected
with the Catholic Church in this country, yetIneverheardofa
Maori being made a Catholic priest. Iknow that Protestants
ordainedsuchpersons. Icongratulate them. Butwe Catholics
havenot arrivedat that perfection,nor did we make the attempt.
Therefore the history of a Maori Roman Catholic priest having
abandonedhis office andrelapsedintohisformer stateis aludicrous
invention. "With yourkind permission, sir,Iwouldadvise you to
beawarenot to connect yourself with so gravestatements,made
■withsuch a levity; todistrust Maori assertions, andparticularly
Maori translations.—Ihave, &c, A Catholic Pbiest.

August 81, 1876.
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