
of thebarbs atthe point. On the following morning four whites
left camp on amission of vengeance,armed withagun,arifle, and
ahalf axe. After following the tracks of the blacks for several
miles, they came upon them busily occupied inputtingbarbs on
spears, apparently preparing for a freshattack. The ownerof the
revolvermade a circuit,and,getting to theother side of theblacks,
commenced the attack. Intheir surprise theyfled in the direction
of hismates, who received them warmly, and events occurred in
the conflict which provedthat a half-axe in the hands of adeter-
minedman is a very useful weaponinan emergency.

The improvements at St. Joseph's Church are progressing
rapidly. The effects of the elevation and proper hanging ofthe
bell are veryapparent;the sound is much clearer and in every
way better than it was. We understand that preliminary steps
arebeing taken with a viewto gettingup anentertainment toaid
inpaying off some of the expenses which have alreadybeen in-
curred, aswellas those whichmust necessarily attend on the very
requisiteenlargement of the church.

We beg to inform our subscribers that we take the utmost
care insending out each issue of the Tablet from this office. It
is scarcely possible for a paper to miscarry because of anynegli-
genceonour part,for weare more than ordinarily watchful. We
canonlyexplain the complaints that reachus from time to time,
by want of due attention on the partof someof the officials con-
nected with the variouspost-offices through which our newspapers
pass, and webeg to assure our readers that, being thepartyprin-
cipally interested, we feel considerably aggrieved by the accidents
alluded to, if accidents they be. It is much to be desired, that
somemeansshoxildbe devised to render the miscarriage of news-
papers as uncommon as that of letters,and wereally cannot see
that there shouldbe any difficultyin thematter. Wedo not,how-
ever,deprecatecomplaints of irregularity in the receptionof the
Tablet on the part of our subscribers, on the contrary, we prefer
tohear of this whenit occurs,inorder that we may doallthat in
us lies to remedy it,even if our effortbenomore than ahopeless
letter to themaster of apost-office.

One of theprincipal advantagesderivedfrom such exhibitions
as thatheld last week by the Otago Poultry and Canaiy Associa-
tion, is the spur they give to local enterprise. They excite a
healthy spirit of emulation, and theresult is seen in the improve-
ment of various articles of general use. We observe thatat the
show inquestion inthe homely butexcellent matterof hams and
bacon a progressive movement was remarked,and that the first
prize in this department was awaided to Mr. Edward Sheedy,
whoseexhibits met with thehighest commendation.

The inventionof machinery isone of themarks of theprogress
of thepresentage, andit is a decided token of the onwardmarch
of the city of Dunedin, that a hair-brushing machine has been
introduced by Messrs. Coverlid and Mantell into their establish-
ment in Princes-street. This machine is workedby water-power,
andis quitea curiosity in its way,besides enabling the hair tobe
dressed with acomfort andperfection that areunequalled.

Mb P. J. Smyth, themember for WestMeath, on the 30thof
June last,madea speechin the British House of Commons, which
has been highly lauded. Itis even said to have beendeservingof
being ranked with the happiest efforts of the great orators of
Ireland,and tlie finest thing of the kind heardsince the days of
Burke. We consider this amatter for congratulation,so far as it
affords an additional proof that Irish genius is still fresh and
vigorous,needing only a fair field of trainingandafree arenafor
its exercise to be once more the admiration of the world;but we

j regretthat the speechinquestion was made against the causeof
|Home Rule, on which we believe the future of Ireland,inagreat
degree, depends. Nor does it yield us any encouragement that
Mr. Smith advocates repeal, since, even if he be sincere, he en-
deavours to divide the strengthof thepatrioticparty,whichunited
is still too weak toeffect its object,andcan byno meansaffordany
disagreement amongst itsmembers.

j Many of our readers will doubtless find it a matterof deep
■ interest, that tlieprocessis atpresent being carried onatRomefor
j the beatification of the venerable servant of God, Father Louis
MariaChanel, of the congregation of Marists. Father Chanel was
one of those holy missionaries wholeftFrancein the year 1836,for
the purposeof accompanying to the sceneof his labors Monsignor
Pompallier, appointed"Vicar-Apostolicof Western Oceanica, includ-
ing New Zealand, by Pope Gregory XVI. The Marist Fathers
were the pioneer priests of this colony,and their self-sacrificing
devotion must command the admiration and gratitudeof allNew
Zealand Catholics, towhomalso it is a subject for especialrejoicing
that one personally concerned in the spiritual welfare of these
islands bidsfair to beraised to the honors of the altar, for although
Father Chanel never visitedNew Zealand, he having remained

1 behindin an Archipelago of the South Seas, where he exercised
the office ofpro-Vicar Apostolic,and where, after a short course of
heroic labors, he gained the crown of martyrdom, still he was
associated with our early missionaries and tormed one of their
company. We hope, ata future date, to furnish our readers with
further details of this matter,for it is our intention topublishin
the columns ofthe Tablet a brief history of the establishment of

1 theChurch in New Zealand, andinthis,nodoubt,a place will be
found for a more comprehensive account of the life anddeathof
the venerable servant of God,Father Louis MariaChanel.

I The election of Sir Charles Gavan Duffy as representativeof
ja district inVictoria, has filled severalof ourcontemporarieswith
spleen,and caused them to explodein a variety of entertaining
fashions. Amongst the many accusations brought against Sir
Charles,is the threadbare oneof beingledby the"priests." From
the wayinwhich the latter word is used, we rather suspect that
sundry editors regard it in a somewhat hazy light,and that the
poetry fossilized therein for them is derivedfrom the terror with
|which, in their infancy, they were accustomed to look upon the'knife-gashing performedin honor ofBaal,and likewisefrom what
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theymight give intheir adherence tosome system adapted to
this ageof enlightenment and further advancedthan Christi-
anity,and consequently it is now elate. Great things seem
on the eveof beingaccomplished.

No doubt many of our readers will remember in their
juvenile hours having set a crib to catch birds during the
winter seasonof the old country. They willrecollectgoing
into ahiding place at a little distance from this crib, and
■watching breathlessly while unsuspecting finches and spar-
rows hopped about amongst the straw that tempted them to
destruction,but at thecritical moment some interruption fre-
quently occurred, the birds were frightened away, and the
hopesof their wouldbe captor dashed to the ground.

The government of Victoriahas set its crib and isnow in
waiting. Certain imprudent persons, however, it appears
rashly desiredto spoil thesport,and didtheir utmost to drive
awaythe hoped for prey frum the very verge of the trap.
An attempt wasrecently made to obtainpermission for minis-
ters of religion to give instruction in the Stateschools during
some part of the day,but the attempt failed, and one of the
reasons assignedfor opposing it was that Catholics, who had
for some lime held aloof from the schopls inquestion, were
now beginning to look favorably on them, to send their
children to them, and to have themselves elected on the
Boards of Advice; but that if religious teaching were to be
introduced into theschools, such Catholics wouldtake alarm
andretirepell-mellfrom the situation. The paternalgovern-
ment thus convinced the meddlers of their rashness, and the
matter fell through.

Now this was really giving way far too much to nervous-
ness and vain imaginations. The folk calledCatholics, who
show adisposition to fall in with the government systemof
education in Victoria,ifsuch there be, are not atall likely to
be easily frightened. We should say, that notonly wouldno
visit of the ministers of any Christian sect deter them from
their course of action,but that Heathen, Turk,Jew,Infidel,
or Mormon mightopenly disseminate their doctrinesamongst
the children without calling fortha remonstrance on the part
of these people, for no man bearing the name of Catholic
could by any possibility send his child to a government
school, as regulated at present, without forfeitinghis right to
the title,andprovinghimself totallydestituteof principle.

Itis a common failing of mankind to keep ondeclaring
that the accomplishment of a devoutly desired event is at
hand,and thus there is a continual clatter maintainedrespect-
ing the immediate disaffection of large bodies of Catholics,
but the fact is that they who are properly so called are
thoroughly steadfast. Intheold countries violentpersecution
has not shaken them;in thenew scheming will not avail to
make them traitorsto their faith. And hereafter, when the
history of these colonies comes to be written,bigotry,should
it then prevail, will again have an opportunityof learning
the vanity of allattempts, such as that madeby thegovern-
ment of Victoria, to rob Catholics of their religion. But
bigotry is,and ever willbe,unteachable.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
It is proposed to hold an art -union some time during the

courseofnextyear in aid of thenew conventualbuildings inDun-
edin. The undertaking will be onalarge scale, and theprizesto
bedrawn for beautiful and valuable. Several gentlemenresident
in*Europe have been communicated with and commissioned toworksofart,someof whicharetobeobtainedinRome,and

alone is ample proof that they will benoordinary productions.']
Inaddition, the efforts of local artists will be called into requisi-tion, so that the local scenery of New Zealand will beduly repre-sented, andmany views will be taken of thepicturesque neighbor-
hoodof Dunedin. Already a number of charming landscapesfrom
the able pencil of Mr. J. C. Hoyte have been secured. These are
exquisitepaintings in water-colors of Lake Wakatip, Otira Gorge,
andother placesin this island. They are now at theConvent°in
Dowling street, where they maybe seen and they are wellworthy
of a visit.

We have to acknowledge the receipt from the Government
printer of the Statisticsof the Colony of New Zealandfor 1875,
severalnumbers of

'Hansard,' andother Parliamentarypapers.
The correspondentof the 'Brisbane Telegraph/ writing from|

thaHodgkinson River,describes anattack by nativesas follows: I
A party of five prospectors were visited while incamp a few daysI
since by some blacks who notified their approachby ashower of!
spears. The whites scattered and made for trees. One of them,
while snapping arevolver which would not explode,was speared
through the right leg and fell. Ablaekfellowranup tohim, and
as he stood over the prostrate white, nulla uplifted, was shot byoneof the man's mates, and fell dead alongside of his intendedvictim. Four more went over to the majority beforetheybeat a
retreat. After the conclusion of the affrayit was foundnecessaryI
to cutoff aportionof the spear before withdrawing it,on account
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