
ture to pass a Bill of Indemnity to save them from the
consequencesof their illegal proceedings.

This is a monstrousstate of things;andifministers be
permittedby the Legislature,by means of anIndemnity
Bill,to defy the existing law, and continue to hold their
high and responsible offices,a shock willbe given topublic
confidence that cannot fail to have a most injurious effect
onpublic morality, and the administration of the affairs of
New Zealand. It is to be hoped, therefore, thatParlia-
ment willrefuse to listen to theproposalofministers ;and
that these gentlemen will see the propriety of resigning
their seats and testing the opinion of their constituents.

Is this sort of thing never to cease? Is it possible
that New Zealanddoesnot possess a sufficient number of
menqualified according to law,and intelligent and honest
enough to govern the country;or, is it absolutely neces-
sary,owing to a dearth of moderately ableadministrators,
to select as ministers only such as cannot hold office till
relieved from disabilities by anIndemnity Act? Surely it
has not yetcome to this,and yetit istdifficult to sayif this
is not the opinionof amajority of our Parliament. This
majority must either have avery low opinion ofitself,or it
mustbe in fear of a good many actions iv theSupreme
Court,if it consent to indemnifyministers.

Last Session anIndemnityBill waspassed— a proceeding
which surprisedandalarmedthe people, and it was fully ex-
pected that the lesson then given would not have been for-
gotten, it was, it appears, a vain expectation;and this
Session the Disqualification Act has been more outrageously
violatedthanever. It is not one member of Parliament or
one minister thatis now compromised, but the entireCabinet
and the party that supports it. This is a serious state of
things. What security can there be for a pure andwise ad-
ministration of the affairs of the country when our chief
administratorsthemselves are the chief violatorsof the law1
and when these highly-placed law-breakers are not ashamed
to ask Parliamentto pass a law in their favor,having are-
trospective effect, and to save them personally from fines
incurred by their breach of the laws, whichthey weremore
bound than all others to respect, enforce and obey1 It has
been said that ministers broke the law through, ignorance
and inadvertence,andthis has been pleadedas a reason why
an IndemnityBill should be passed. But toour mind this
is no excuse. Men should not assume or accept office who
are either so ignorant or so careless as to violatea primary
andimportant law inreference to their office. Inadvertence
in sucha matteris inexcusable,and ignorancearguesa reck-
lessness that is most criminal. The plea thatministers broke
the law through ignorance or inadvertence is, under the cir-
cumstances, one of the strongest proofs of their criminality,
and of their utter unfitness for Executive offices. Andif
Parliament condone this offence the peoplemay justly fear
that decay and corruption have alreadylaidholdof the core
of our politicalsystem.

BIRTH.

Woods— On the 12th inst., at Cumberland street, Mrs. D. W.
Woods, of a son.

DEATH.

O'DoNNELii.— On the 13th September, at the residence of Dr.
IVfurphy, Stuart-street, Thomas O'Donnell, late of the Royal
GeorgeHotel;aged33 years.

Fiat Justitia.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER15, 1876.

A PUBLIC SCANDAL.

ALL BUT CAUGHT.

An effort latelymade to introduce religious instruction ina
modifiedforminto the godless schools of Victoriahas occa-
sioned v;no small amusement. TheColony of Victoria is a
country where Catholics are encouraged. That is they are
afforded every opportunityof layingaside the prejudices with
whichthey may happen to be encumbered. A paternal go-
vernment sets every inducement before them iv order to pre-
vail upon themto free themselves fromthe trammels wherein
it conceives them to be bound. Violent measures it does not
resort to., because theywould be unconstitutional. Liberty
uf conscience must be attendedto; a man may be a Catholic
providedhe will submit to be heavily taxed, overwhelmed
with abuse and opprobrium, declared by every stump-orator
and scurrilous scribbler to be beneath contempt in this world
and anything but certain of Paradise in the next, and con-
stantly exposed to hearing all that he holds most venerable
and sacred loaded with falsehood and ribaldry. The tender
government of Victorialeans to this progressive ami refined
interpretationof liberty of conscience, and, while it has
cleverlymanaged to impose the heaviest tax itcouldconstitu-
tionallydeviseupon Catholicism,it holdsout ahelping hand
inmany ways to those whovariouslyemploy their tongues in
blackeningall who profess the hated creed. But thisgovern-
ment acts thus iv kindness;it doubtless wishes todispel the
illusions under which the benighted children of the Church
are supposed to be laboring;it would gladly see them re-
;linquiththeir fidelity to the Sovereign Pontiff inorder that

Centralists are on their trial,andalreadyhasthe country
gota taste of the good things intended for itby Abolition-
ists! These gentlemen have outraged the public con-
science, andscandalizedall honestpoliticians. Our leading
law-makers have been for several years also our leading
law-breakers. And yet, so shameless and audacious has
impunity renderedthesegentlemen, that they blushnot, the
moment they are caught inJlagrante, to ask the Legisla-
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.

I'"^ -I,

ORT WINE, 1334 Vintage, 42 years old; per dozen,110s. ,

PORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 yeirs old. A bargain. Per.
dozen, 755. _"

BROWN SHERRY,10 years. Just received. Rare value Per
dozen,755.

C"COLONIAL WINES, 335. to 355.per dozen._z i
T ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s.per dozen.

HOGG AND HUTTON, Octagon.

"IyANTED, for St Thomas of Aquin Roman Catholic boysW school, Thames, Catholic teacher holding first-class certifi- I
cate. Applications stating terms, accompanied with testimonials,
addressedRev. S.Chastagnon, Thames.

"W7 ANTED, a situationby aCatholic Teacher. Address,School-V » mistress, Tablet Office.

TEACHER WANTED for the CATHOLIC SCHOOL at Crom-
well. Applications, accompaniedwith references, tobemede

to the Rev. Father Kehoe, from whom further particulars re-
gardingSalary, &c, canbe obtained.

FUNERAL NOTICE.

rpHE friends of the late THOMASO'DONNELL arerespectfully
J requestedto attend hisFuneral,which willleavethe residence
of Dr. Murphy, Stuartstreet,for the Southern Cemetery, this day
(FRIDAY),at 3 p.m.

GOURLEY & LEWIS, Undertakers,
George and Maclagganstreets.

NOTICE.

THE elegantly-executedphotographs of theBishop (by Messrs.
Clifiord and Morris) the copyright of which has been re-

served,can behadon application at the Convent,where they will
be sold for thebenefit of the Christian Brothers' School Fund, for
whichobject they were takenat the time of the Bazaar.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' SCHOOL
FUND.

£ s. d.
Mr. JohnGolden (secondsubscription) ... ... ... _ 0 0„;. Macedo (monthly subscription) 0 10 0

riIHE following SUMS have been received as Subscriptions toJL the Tablet for the week ending September14, 1876 :—:
—
£ s. d.

Mr. A. O'Hara, Addison's Flat, to August 29, 1876 ... 1 5 0„ P.Hurley „ to September7, 1876 ... 110 0„ James McCabe,Lincoln, to June 5, 1876 1 5 0„ JohnFlood, Southbridge, to September 8,1877 ... 1 5 0„ E. Clifford, Waipori, toOctober 24, 1876 1 5 0„ T. Buckley „ toNovember 29, 1876 15 0„ P.Hynes „ toNovember 29, 1876 1 5 o„ E. Tohill „ to December11, 1876 1 0 0„ E.O'Donnell, Dunedin, to September 27, 1876 ...150„ J. O'Brien, Wellington, toApril24, 1877 1 5 0„ W. Bergin „ to September 27, 1876 ... 0 12 6„ James Landers,Ross, to August15, 1876 1 5 o„ T. Mulhall „ toMay 1,1876 0 12 6„ G.Johnston „ toNovember 29, 1876 0 12 6„ J.Crowley „ toOctober 17, 1876 15 0
„J.Ryan, Haropden, toSeptember 17, 1876 ... .. 0130


