
(From our Daily Contemporaries.)
Singapore, August 31.

On the19th August, the Montenegrins defeated the Turks at
Rutchi. Thereporthas beenconfirmed, The Turks sufferedgreat
loss, havingnoartillery available during the engagement.

On the 25th August, the Servians and Turks were fighting
beforeAlexnatz. Result indecisive.

Prince Milan has summoned the Consular Body tohis palace
for thepurpose of bringing about amediationby theGreat Powers.
Inthemeantime an armistice is proposed.

A financial crisis has occurred in Portugal. The bankshave
suspendedpayment.

The blockade of Dahomey continues. The King is defiant.
He threatens tomassacre theEuropeansinhis territory.

London, August 26.
Thevessel with the six escapedFenians from West Australia,

arrivedat New York on the 10th August. The event caused a
great sensation amongst the Irish residents, but no formal recep-
tion was given them.

The friends of Lumsden have refused to forfeit the bet of j
.£2OO. Hig<?ins has proceededto America torow in the Centennial
Regatta. His friends are urged to deposit the stakes for amatch
betweenhim andTrickett.

Wheatdull. Australian is quoted at 46s to48s;NewZealand
at 43s to4fis.

Sydney, September4.
Over a thousand immigrants arrivedat Adelaide onSaturday.

NewPlymouth,Sept.4.
TheTaranaki footballers are much disappointedat the Can-

terbury team going past without calling. They havebeen tele-
graphed toat Nelson, Taranaki offering to pay their expensesif
they will returnby the next steamer.

Nelson, Sept 4.
In the InterprovincialFootball Match the Nelson team were

overweightedand overmatchedaltogether. They played well, but
Canterbury was far toostrong. Canterbury's score was 30,Nelson,
none. Twogoals were scored; the rest weretries andforce-downs.
The two teamsdine at six.

Hokitika, Sept. 4.
There was a terrificgale herelast night. Several shop-fronts

wereblown in, andwindows,roofs,and fences weredestroyedinall
directions.

The Albion, from Sydnay, wasordered toproceed toNelson.
Wellington, Sept.4.

The namesof the members composing the newMinistry are
gazetted. The announcement is a confirmation of whathas been
already telegraphed.

Avolu, 2,500ft.high, and commanding both the roads which lead
intoBelgrade, is to be heavily fortified. Still, withallthese de-
fences,if the Turks geta footingnear iton the Servianside of theDanube,Belgrademust fall, as ithas not a week'sprovisionsinit,
andno meansofgetting any. Ihope, however,andquitebelieve
thatthe warwill nevercome to this. Ifitdoes' and the Servians
are driven tothe lastextremities, theyare said to meditate a ven-
geance whichis toobad to speak of in temperate terms. Never-
theless, itis spokenof both by civil andmilitary engineers, who
discuss— guardedly, certainly— the meansof doing it, the amount
it wouldcost, the time it would require. To explain whatImean,
Imust digress for a few lines. Every one knows whata broad,
deep,and rapid river the Danube is, but it concentrates allits
force and fury below the cataracts at apass calledthe IronGates.
Here, oppositethe small village of Ticheviztha, it narrows froma
widthofa mile toabout 180 yards wide, and witha depth,asfar as
can be ascertained from theviolence of the current, of from 800 to
1000 fathoms. The mountains on either side of this are verylofty— nearly 5000ft.high— but that on the Austrian side is a thousand
feethigher,andon theriver side is nearly sheer for about 3000ft.
above the torrent. Infact, whereit is not perpendicularit rather
overhangsthe water. When thereis a very lowDanube the sharp,
craggypointsof subaqueousrocks begin toshowthemselves above
water,andbetween these thepassage is mostnarrow, winding,and
shallow, and, in fact, can only be passed by steamers specially
built for thepurpose, of light draught ofwater,four paddle-wheels,
andimmense power. At the break up of last winter the floating
ice jammedamong these crags, the waters backed up, laying all
the Banatt and vast tracts of Hungary under -water. Such a
deluge was never known; and whether it was the hideous ruin
which this causedputit into the heads of the insurgents Ido not
know— allIdo know is, that the blowing up of thjprecipiceof
Mount Scrieber (the Austrian side) wouldbringdownmanymillion
of tons ofrock across the Iron Gates, and longbefore the obstruc-[ tion could be removed a vast part of Eastern Europe would be
turnedinto aninland lake. Icannot, however,believe that such
anatrocity willbeattempted. Ionlysay thatIknow itis thought
of. How Austria canremain idle in the face of this stupendous
danger is inexplicable. She might avert itby mooring twogun-
boats under the cliff;but then they must bestrongly moored;and
itwill showhow far the discussion of theplanhas gone when even
this eventualityhas been considered, andhow floatingdown torpe-
does with the stream against them would at onceget rid oftheir
surveillance. Even the veryextentof the T-shapedmine has been
spokenof to me. Ihave told nearly allIknow withoutexcuseor
exaggeration, andwithout anybreach of confidence. lamsorry to
see thatPrince Karageorgevitch has appeared upon the scene of
strife, forIhaveseen enough behind the scenes toknow thathis
adventbodesnogood to Prince Milan.— 'Bombay C. Examiner.'

HOME AGAIN.
The following anecdote, which is strictly true,was related toour
correspoudenta few days since by a very prominent andhighly
respectedrailroadofficial, andis based on factscontained ina letter
receivedashort time since by DanMcCawley, atLeona,Kan.

Some time ago Mr. McCawley's father, who resides at Flat
Rock, Seneca county,0., shippeda full-blooded shepherddogby
express tohis son at Leona, Kan. Indue time the dog arrivedat
his destination, and was conveyedina waggonto Mr.McCshouse,
twomiles from that place, where he was tied up in the barn to
preventhis straying. The idea that on the followingmorning the
dog would turnup missingnever enteredthe head of." friond Mac,
andhis astonishmentmaybe imagined whenhe discovered, shortly
after breakfast, thatthe doghad. broken away andleft for parts
unknown.

The loss was deeply felt by all the family, andsteps were at
once taken to discover the whereabouts of the animal;but all
their effortsprovedunsuccessful,and the disappearanceremained a
mystery for nearly four weeks;indeed,noclue whatever couldbe
obtained as to whether he had wandered, or, if stolen, who the
thief was. So,after making many unsuccessful attempts todis-
cover him, Mac concluded it was a mystery too deepfor solution,
and resolved to quit the search, at the same time vowing dire
vengeance against whosoever should have stolen his valuable
present,providedthe thief was everdetected.

The disappearance occasioned surprise and comment, and
created anine day's wonder, but is hardly possible to imagine how
muchmore surpriseand astonishment were felt by Macandhis
family onreceipt of the followingintelligence containedina letter
from Mac's father, writtenabout four months after the disappear-
anceof the dog.

Inthis letter he informed his son that twenty-twodays after
the day on which the dog was received at the express office at
Leona,he appeared at his old home in Flat Rock, Ohio;or,in
other words, that the dog, guided by his instinct, hai travelled
nine hundred miles in twenty-two days. The most astonishing
circumstance connected with this anecdote is that the dog was
conveyed the entire distance from Ohio to Kansas onhis outward
Ijourney inanexpress car, andhow in the world heever foundhis
Iway back on foot is a mystery which only that dog can solve.
jThat he had travelled the entire distance wasapparent by tha
!condition he wasin when hereached his old home, being footsore,
inearly starved,andbadlyusedup.— 'St. JosephHerald.'

A movement has beenset of foot with a view tohavingpublic
abattoirs established in the neighborhood of Dunedin. As the
want of such an institution is pressing, and the cause of much
inconvenience, it is to be hoped that the motion will terminate
successfully.

A TERRIBLE POSSIBILITY.— ++—
Inmy last communicationIspoke of the insurgent leaders,andun-
fortunately omitted to mention the name of Golub, who has just
gaineda not unimportant victory over the Turks near Pebrovatz,
on theBosnian frontier, and thrown hack the Turkish line atthat
pointconsiderably. Golubis not what is called a very popular
leader, that is,hehasnot the dashandelan which someof his com-
radeshave, and whichis somuchliked by the fierce warlikebands
which follow them. His tactics are eminently Fabian. Hekeeps
out of reach in the mountains, but always watching his enemy,
and this enforced inaction often for six weeks or two monthshis
mendo not like, and desert to other bands. In fact, Golub will
notfight till he sees his advantageis certain;andhis plansmust
be well laid, for whenever he does fight he wins,buthe neverat-
tempts to follow uphis victory, andis back into themountains to
renewbisoldgame. Infact, inour prize-ring hismode of fighting
wouldbecalledthe "gettingdown

" system. Hedelivershisblow",
andnever waitsfor a return. If the telegramsare to bebelieved
whichsay that some Turkish gun-boats are crujsing off Widdin,
between that and Negotia, the struggle is entering onquiteanew
phase. From Widdin it is buta few houra' steamingdistance to
Belgrade, and the gun-boats, if they have come, either meanto
menace that city or tocover the movement ofthe Turks across the
river to invadeServia through Negotin. The latteris,beyond adoubt, Servia's weakpoint,but still the attempt onit wouldnow
bemost hazardous, and, if not successful, would mean a fearful
disaster for the assailants. The authorities at Belgrade,however,
are by no means unaware of the danger to the city from a gun-
boat attack. When the Turks gave over the fortress they gave
withit largestoresof the very heaviest smooth-bore bronze can-
non,all Bin.or lOin. calibre, some of them throwing shot of more
than2001b. weight. When Ileft, about four weeks ago,all the
arrangementswerecomplete for mounting these on theriver walls
of the fortress overlooking the Danube,and the same willbe done,
ornowmost likely has beendone, on the side which commands the
Soane. Still it has not been forgotten that a gun-boat moving
quickly is buta small mark, whereas the city, rising like a small
mountainat the junctionof the tworivers, is a very largeone,and
thatwith long-range shells the houses would get the worstof it,
andit would be poor consolation for the forts to hold their own
while the city was burning behind them. To guardagainst this
eventuality,an extensive system of dynamite torpedoes is being
arrangedbeneath the waters over which the gun-boats must come
todo anything effectual. Against a land seige Idonot believe in
the tenability of Belgrade for more thana fewdays. Ithas always
beentaken from the Karamark dan—

once a Turkish cemetery
—

nowabeautifulpublic gaTden, but always asteepbluffhill,look-
ing down withina quarter of a mile into the verycentre of Bel-
grade, andinrearof all its fortifications. This hill is tobecut
across withbreastworks and redoubts,-while the summitofMount
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