
INCONSISTENCY.
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If wemay accept a recent telegram as true, the French
Government contemplates grantinganamnesty to the con-
victed members of the Commune, and,moreover,proposes
toliberate the individualspardoned inNew Caledonia,the
scene of their exile,whence they wouldprobably make their
way to the neighboring continent of Australia. At this
prospect the colonists are alarmed, so much so, itwould
appear, that theyintend to protest against the promised
liberation.

To such a step, however, the English Presshas long
been favorable. Journals which could find no language
too hardfor use towards the Fenian prisoners, were full
of humane and considerate expressions when dealingwith
the penaltiesFrance imposeduponher offending citizens ;
although the guilt of these latter surpassed that of the
former immeasurably,and their power to work mischief, if
released,would havebeen out of allcomparison with that
possessedby the Fenians under like circumstances. For
surely no manin his senses could think of comparing any-
thing that took place in the Fenian rising to the fiendish
■doings that characterised the outbreak of the Commune in
Paris, while to increase by the number of thirteen the
many thousands who declaim inAmericaagainst the strong
and well-established rule of England, would be quite
another thing from restoring to thevolcanic and dangerous
-element that underlies Parisian society a great portion of
its force andspirit.

But,however it be, the EnglishPress, that could not
find a word to advancein favorof the Fenians, went to the
verge of sentimentality when treating of the Communists,
andcertain slight indications lead us to imagine that sun-
dry and various of ourneighborsof the Australian colonies
wouldhave shared in this commiseration,had not personal
motives intervened and pointed out to them thatprobably
the Communist body, snugly ensconsed in the heart of
Sydney or Melbourne, would not be as pleasant anobject
for the other residents in these cities to contemplate asit
would be for thecitizens of London tobehold from a safe
distance. Whether such doubtshaveany just foundations
we cannot positively say,but it appears to us that, inany
case, those colonists who propose to object against the
measure said to be entertained by the French Govern-
ment, are somewhat inconsistent.

The Commune did but carry out the doctrines of the
Revolution in their perfection. If they murdered, their
victims were only priests, or men who sympathised with
such. If theydevastated, palaces and themonumentsof
a settledgovernment were the objects against which their
rage was principally directed. Priests and governments
are the objects which the revolution is bent upon over-
throwing,and whether bloodshed or fire be employedin
the endeavor or not, itdoes not much signify; the differ-
ence is indegree only andby no means inkind.

Now the Government of Victoria has latelyextended a
hand ofencouragement to a member of afamily remark-
able only inEurope for being that of aleading revolution-
ist,and, so far as wehave been able to gather,the gentle-
man to whom we allude, Mr.BicciotxiJGabibaldi,has
been patronised by the Government in question solely"
because of his connection with sucha family. We cannot
recollect that Mr. Garibaldi has in any way so distin-
guishedhimself as to have deserved tobe placedin a Gov-
ernment situation,he being a stranger to the colonies,in
preference to many worthy colonists of standing to whom
such a post would have been a boon, for itis well known
that there are numerous applicants for any vacancy that
may occur inVictoria. It istrue thathe served for a time
intheFrench war,but,although weread withinterest the
various details of that great event, wefail to recollect that
thename ofRicciotti Gabibaldi was thenmentionedas
connected with any very striding success orundertaking
and,if ithad been so, thiswouldhardlyhave recommended
him forpromotion ina country where the Germannation
to which he was opposed, is sufficiently represented to re-
quire that it should be recognised withrespect,at least.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Mb. Muebay, our Canvasser and Collector, intends visiting

Oamaru andneighborhood inabouta fortnight.
Weperceive that strenuous efforts arebeingmadeby the Eev.

Father Kirk for the improvement of the Catholic schools at
Wanganui. Mrs. Cordoza, the L*dy who has hitherto conducted
these schools with much ability and success,will shortly be re-
inforced by a gentleman who is a first-class teacher,and a lady
assistant of high reputation. At ameeting oftheparishionersof
St.Mary'sheld lately for the furtherance of theobject inquestion,
a strongprotestwas entered against the injustice of the Educa-
tionalBoard, and a fixed determination expressedof maintaining
Catholic schools notwithstanding all difficulties. A subscription
list was then opened,and thebest proofsgiven of the sincerity of
theprofessions made by the liberality of the amount subscribed.

The " Wanganui Chronicle' of a late date,remarking on the
proposedgrantof .£SOO to theCatholicschoolsat Wellington, says:— "Disgusted at the wrangling and the rancorous opposition to
whichMr. Bunny's suggestions gave rise, Dr.Bedwooddeclined,
onbehalf of the denominationof which heis the Head,to accepta
gift which could only be obtained 'grudgingly or of necessity.'
Herein, we doubt not, his Lordship has the great majority of
Roman Catholics with him;but we cannot suppose that either he
orthey will regard this decision as inany wayaffectingtheir right
toashare of that State aid which is to be participatedinby all
other religious bodies. Roman Catholics may feel that a sumof
.£SOO is not worth quarrelling aboutj but when it comes to a
question of permanently sacrificing their rights in this matter,
they willdoubtlessbegin to feel that peace,great ablessing asit
is,maybebought toodearly,and thatthis is aninstance inpoint."

We understandthat the MostRev. theLordBishop of Dunedin
has been appointedadministrator of the diocese of Auckland, during
the vacancyof this See.

OnMonday evening last ameeting wasconvenedbyHis Worship
the Mayor,at the Head Quarters Drill-shed, for tlie purpose of con-
sidering the changes whichare now being carried out in the Govern-
ment of the Colony. About twelve hundred persons attended. The
proceedings wereorderly anddecidedly anti-centralistic.

A numberof the lads whoserveat the Altar havebeenbusily
engaged for the last weekor twoinmaking acollection toprovidea.
newcarpet for the sanctuary, that which atpresent coversithav-
ing become shabby from long use,and we believetheir questhas
been attended with considerablesuccess. In the Altar Society,
however,which is now established, means willbe foundof furnish-
ing all such requisites in a more satisfactory manner. This As-
sociation has a. two-fold object, for, besides that alluded to, by
being undertaken for the propagation of the faith, it is also
intended thatit shallassist the missions of theChurchin foreign
countries by almsand prayers,and those persons who joinitwill
have the advantageof manyindulgences grantedby the sovereign
Pontiffs, Pius VII,Leo XIL, Pius VIII.,Gregory XVI.,andhis
Holiness thepresent Pope.

We take the following from the 'Wakatip Mail':— "A fatal
accidentoccurred onMonday night or Tuesday morningto achild
between fiveandsix years of age, the son of Mr. J. S.Aldredof
this town. Itappears that deceased and two other lads named
Richards and Shore

—
the one about fiveand the other about eight

yearsold
—

wentout on the cistern hill of the ShotoverGorgeon
Monday afternoon. The latter two returned about five o'clock,
butsaidnolhing about their other companionuntilpx'essedlater
in the evening, when Richards confessed that deceasedhad fallen
over the cliff opposite Jack's Hotel, Shotover Gorge. A great
number of townspeople then went out with lanterns, but their
efforts wereunavailing. On Tuesday morningabouteight o'clock,
however,indicationswerenoticedonthe range aboveby deceased's
brotherwho tracedthem down to wherethebody was foundamong
the ferns oppositeJack's hotel. Thebody wasstill warmas if life
hadonly quite recently departed,andit is supposedthat the little
fellow had probably fallen almost unhurt on one of the grassy
ledges of rock during tbe earlierportionof thenight, wherehe had
perhaps criedhimself to sleep, and on being awakened withthe
cold had wandered in darkness over the fataledge. The whole
depthhe fell must havebeen500feet,butit wasnodoubt the last
fall (nearly 100 feet) which sealed his fate. The aidof Dr.Jack-
son was called,but the child's neck was brokenandof course life
wasextinct. Accordingto reportgreatblame is attachableto the
lad Shore for concealing the accident,as ibis most likely thathad
theboy beenextricatedsome fivehours earlier his life mighthave
beensaved. Mr.Beetham,coroner,heldaninquest onthe body at
the Supreme Court Hotel, whenaverdict of accidentaldeath was
returned.

A series ofpenandinksketchesof thevariouspreachers,whohave
for some time engaged the attentionof congregationsinDunedin, and
which appearedunder theheading of

"Pulpit Pictures," by Didymus,
iiourcontemporary the

'
SaturdayAdvertiser'kasbeenisuedinaneat, volume,illustratedby portraitsof thegentlementreatedof. This work
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plenty andprosperity for all is a little wisdom, forethought,
and disinterestednesson the part of our legislators. But so
longas one part of the Colony is endeavoring to over-reach
another,one part laboring to plunder another of its vested
rights, nothing but heartburning,determined resistance and
consequent insecurity andstagnationcanbe the consequence.

and where,consequently, all that he could rationally ex-
pect would, be the admiration generously awarded to his
prowess, but certainly not its recompense. However,
prowess thereappears to havebeen none,andconsequently,
all things considered, we are thrown back upon the con-
clusion that itwas his father's fame alone which entitled
him to the patronageof theVictorian Government:what
that fame is the whole worldknows.

But let our readers judge of the consistency of the
policy, that repels the Communist while it welcomes the
Garibaldian.
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