
M.Villefbanche gives the followinginterestingdetailsconcerning
the boyhood and youth of Pius IX.,in *La Paroisse/ a French
weeklypaper :—" Sinigaglia isapretty littlecity of TJmbria in the
Pontifical States, and one of the most ancient in Italy. Itwas
founded by atribe of Gauls whocame from thebanks of the Seine.
Atthe time thatFrance was in the agonies of the most terrible
revolution of modern times, Sinigaglia had for mayoragentleman
named Jerome Mastai Ferretti. The Mastai family is a very
excellent one,andoriginated in Crema, Lombardy. Itabandoned
that city in the fifteenth century,and established itself at Sini-
gagliawhereithas alwaysbeendistinguished for itsprivatevirtues
andpublicmunificence. Itadded the name of Ferretti to that ofMastai, on the occasion of a matrimonial alliance with the last
heiressof the house of Ferretti. CountJerome had for hiswifea
lady named Catherine Sollazzi. Sheborehim severalchildren, of
whom the second, John Mary,was destined to become PopePius
IX. He was born May 13, 1792. His father was exceedingly
anxiousabout the educationof his children. No one was better
acquaintedwith thepainful condition of affairsinEurope,and the
increase of infidelity disturbedhim greatly. He took everypre-
caution to secure his innocent offspring fromits perniciousinflu-
ence. Inhis endeavor he was admirably secondedby the good
Countess, his wife,who was a ladyof singular talent andability.
JohnMary respondedto the careand vigilance ofhis parentsinan
admirable manner. He was a very prettychild and veryintelli-
gent. When PiusVI.was ledcaptiveintoFrance, little John was
taught to feel forhis sufferings,andused toadd a prayer for him
to those whichhe said at night. When anynews of this unfor-
tunate Pope was heard, the child expressed the greatest desire to
become acquainted with it. "How can God permit suchhorrors
to takeplace?

'
he wouldask, 'is He not the Master ofall things?

Then whydoes He permit His Vicar to be dragged away like a
malefactor and imprisoned ?

'
'My child,' would answer the

Countess,'it is because he is the Vicarof Christ that God allows
him tobe treatedas Christ was.' 'But, mother, these French are
very wicked people,and why do you make me pray for them?

'
'Our Saviour, John, prayed for His enemies.' When Pius VI.
died,peopleused to say that there never would be another Pope,
andlittleJohn,hearing them, would ask:

'Will therereally never
be another Pope?

'
His mother did all she could to sustainhis

faithand topersuadehim that there wouldbe anotherPope, and
she didthis so well that if anybodyexpressed a doubtof itinbis
presence he would boldly answer:"

Iknowthere will be another
Pope,because mymother says there will be one.' When he was
twelve yearsold,he was sent tothe collegeatVolterra inTuscany.
This school was directed by the Scolopi Fathers. His progress
was considerable. In the meantime his uncle, the Bishop of
Pesaro,was imprisoned for his fidelityto Pius VII., and another
uncle, acanon of St.Peter's, was imprisonedinRome for the same
cause. Soit is easy tosee whata faithfuland thoroughlyCatholic
familythatof the presentPope was. Onedayaninspectordeputed
by the FrenchGovernment tovisit all the schools and colleges in
ItalywenttoVolterra, andamongstother childrenexaminedyoung
Mastai. He was so struck byhis brightness of intellect thathe
said:

"That child will be a great man before he dies." This
gentleman died in 1830,when young Mastai was Archbishop of
Spoleto, and,asheknewhim well,used to tellthe storyof the first
impressionMastai hadproduced upon him. John Mastai was six
years at schoolat Volterra. He neverwas in anyarmy,although
manybiographers assertthathewas a soldier from1811 to1812

—
some under Napoleon, others under Austria. But this is false;
Pius IX.never carried arms. He remained quietly at Sinigaglia
until the return of Pius VII., and was presented to that Pope
during his triumphalprogress through the Papal States. A cruel
illness now afflictedhim, and he was for some time avictim to
epilepsy. Healwaysdeclares that,under God,he oweshis recovery
fromthis illness to his mother. On regaining his healthhe went
toRome in1818,but when CardinalPrince Odescalchi undertook
to preach a mission at Sinigaglia, Mastai joined himself tohim,
and returned to his native city for a short time. This Prince
Odescalchi afterwards abandoned the purple to become a Jesuit.
Abbe Mastai'sill health had hitherto preventedhis entering holy
orders, andit wasnotuntil December18,1818,thathereceived the
sub-diaconate. A little later he waspermitted, to saymass,but on
the soleconditionthathesaidit assisted by another priest. Pius
VII.said to him as he granted this favor. 'IthinkIcansafely
predict thatyour ill health will be speedily removed.' Itnever
returned."

The ChurchTemporalitiesCommissioners have notifiedto thepublic their intention to sell theresidueoftheChurch estatesnow
vested in them. This announcement is made after the tenants
havebeenofferedthe right of pre-emption,andthe fact is interest-
ing in different points of view. Itshows that the commissioners
areresolved toput aneffectual stop to the complaints which were
madeon the part of the public as to the delay indisposing of the
land,andso facilitating theprocess of windingup the commission,
and realizing the long coveted surplus. Itwillbe seen by the
publicnotice thatthe lands nowoffered for sale are situatedin the
counties of Armagh, Tyrone, Derry, Fermanagh, Louth, and
Monaghan. Some lands are to be sold in their offices like the
Landed Estates Court, others by auction indifferent partsof the
country; and,as regards the rest, they inviteproposalstobuy by
private contract. This course will afford an advantageousoppor-
tunity to landedproprietorshaving adjacent estateswhomaydesire
toextendthem, andto local merchants and tradershaving money
to invest inthe most attractiveandsubstantialofallsecurities

—"
abitof land." They are offered the estates on comparatively

easy terms. If the purchase money exceed £200, only one-half
must bepaidincash, and there maybe a mortgageby whichthe
rest, withinterest at fourper cent.,can bepaidoffin tenor twenty
half-yearly payments. If the purchase money exceed.£5OO, only
one-fourth needbegiven in cash, andmortgage for the rest, with
interestat fourper cent.,is tobepaidoff inhalf-yearly instalments
at decennialperiodsup to40 years,at the optionof thebuyer. If
theresult betoincrease thenumberof smalllandholdersinIreland,
oneof theprofessedobjectsof the ChurchAct will berealised, and
a larger sum willbeadded tothe surplus fromprivatesales.

The
'
PropagateurCatholique' publishes the following froma

reverendco-respondentinBernese, Jura. The account it contains
is cheering, after the stsrm of persecutionthathas solong raged
inSwitzerland: "The religious excitement inSwitzerland,andes-
pecially in Jura,happily begins to subside. We hopesoon tobe
able toresume our functions, and recover some of our churches.
At Asuelthere is nowbut one apostate,Jules Chiquet,besides the
school-master, whois astranger. ThePerfectof Porrentruy, who
has doneus a great deal of harm, has been attackedby afearful
and disgusting malady. The sub-prefect is dead. Many other
leaders of themovementhave takenflight,othershavediedrather
suddenly, sothat our positionis considerably improved."

A correspondentof the 'LondonWeekly Register' gives the
followingaccount of thepious uses to which themost sacred pre-
cincts of theCathedralof Breda,inHolland, aredevoted:

— "
The

navealone is usedby the colonists, to whomit belongs;and the
only usemade of the whole choir and transepts,as far as wecould
discover,was'toair the linen of the pastor andhis family/ as a
very extensiveline ofvery clean linen was suspendedfromoneend
to the other cf the transepts. There was a very suspiciouslook,
strongly suggesting the idea tliatthe

'wash.'hadabsolutely taken
place in this partof the sacrededifice."

Lucknow is at present afflicted with a plague of monkeys.
They usually inhabit Aisbagh,at the further end of the town,but
haverecently taken to making raids on the crowdedpartsof the
city,andif the unlucky persons on whom the monkeys fix their
attention do not receive their advances kindly, the intruders do
not scruple touse their teeth. Torn clothes, broken furniture, and
wounds inflicted by them are of every-day occurrence, and the
inhabitants of Lucknoware crying out for some measures to be
takenagainst these mischievousanimals.

It is customary inHome during the month'of May thatthe
altars atwhichthedevotions are carried onbeat firstvery simply
decorated. Then,from daytoday,inproportionas theofferings^P*
the faithful increase the number of candles is also increased, ana
the altars aredecorated withflowers andother gifts, sothatat the
endof themonth brilliant illuminationsand splendid decorations
excite aholy rivalry in honoring the Holy Mother of God. The
HolyFather was the first to conform to thispiouscustomandhe
has continued togive a noble example of filial devotion towards
Mary. It is to increase this devotion, which is at the same time

; so tender andsonecessary totlieaspirationsof our hearts thathis
i j Holiness has invited all the faithful of Home to prolong the
[ I exercises of the month of May this year until the 3rd. of June, in. ! order thatdurinsrthese threecomplimentary days a solemntriduum
; i of reparationfor the outragescommittedagainst theBlessedVirgin
} in the city of Eome and throughout the worldmight becelebrated
bl inall theparishes andprincipalchurches.

— '
CatholicReview.'

t I
Claremount, near,Claremorris, formerly the seatof thenotori-

ousDennis Browne,is about to bepurchasedas the residence of a. J religious community.
3 j Twentynative Christians werekilledandthreehundredhouses
:, I burnedby rioters at Chung Kuiglu, China, April 21.

A LEAP FOR LIFE.
The 'RochesterExpress,' June 2, says :—":

— "
The stream knownas

Pine Creek has longborne the reputationof one of the mostpro-
lific of trout streams. During the latter part of last week our
townsmen Henry Morse and William. Kimball, having received
favorablereportsof theMay fishing, startedfor their favoritesum-
mer quarters. Afterhalf a day's fishing they filled their baskets,
andincapitalspirits set out tor their lunching place. The spot
chosen wasaledgeof aprecipitousbankof rocks, shadedbyagiant
hemlock tree about 30ft. above the stream, and bounded on all
sidessave the one facing the waterand a rather narrowpassage-
way,by anunbrokenrocky wall10 or12ft.inheight. A sufficient
number of trout wassoon dressed,the lunchbasket taken from its
place of security,andablazing fire kindledtocook the fish. But
as theheatbegan to increase acolonyof rattlesnakes grewuneasy,
anddeterminedtoinvestigate the causeof their disturbance."Kimballat this time haddescended from their elevatedposi-
tioninquestof some Bordeaux,while Morse was busy cooking the
fish. The snakes, several in number, had crawled, meanwhile,
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from their hiding place and were sounding the ominous rattle,
familiartoman andbeastalike asthecertain precursor of danger
ahead. But the crackling of the twigs in the fire deafenedthesound. It was not until Kimball was climbing upward that he
took in the situation and apprisedhis brother sportsmanof his
danger. The snakes coiled and prepared for an attack. Morse
sought hastily for away of escape, but the reptiles stood in his
path,and,save the deep poolfar below him,he washemmedinoneveryside by a precipitouswall of rock. His face blanchedwithfear,butbis resolve was soon taken, and leaving rods, luncheon
basketandwell-filled creels, he sprang withabound into thepool
30ft. below. Fortunately,his descent was attended withnomoreserious results thanathorough drenching, for the water wasdeep,and,beinganexpert swimmer, he foundno difficulty inregaininga footholdon the opposite shore, onlessdangerous ground. Both
MorseandKimball,by this time, concluded theyhadhadsufficient
experiencefor one day,and, withoutrodsor fishbaskets, with tta J
bottle of claret as their only consolation, they lost no time w
taking thenearest route for theirhotel."

THE POPE'S BOYHOOD AND YOUTH.
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