
sign the testimonial,but had expressed his determination of not
havinghis childrentaughtbyPapists. Iask, are suchremarks on
thepartof aparentcalculatedtoconciliate the respectof children
to masters who happen to be Catholics? In fact that parent,
according toreport,is the veryman, who withone or two members
of the EducationBoard brought about the removal of the two
ladies. The localcommitteeoftheKaiwarawara hadnothingtodo
withit;theywereentirely takenby surprise. What followedthe
change? Did the school improve? Was improvement in-
tended by the Board? The sequel will tell. They ap-
pointed an invalid. That invalid appearedonly three times at
at schoolinthree months, andhad to be replaced temporarilyat
least by an assistant teacher, not residing in the locality,but
taking the second train from Wellington to Kaiwarawara at a
quarter to 10,a late hour to begin school. Has thenumber of
pupilsincreased? Certainly not. Ithas considerablydiminished.
Mark,when the two Catholic teachers took the school, they found
it almostreduced to nothing. Atthe early visit of theInspector
there wereno morethan threepupils present;athis last andun-
expectedvisit there were morethat 45 childrenin the room. It
was crowded,because of the sniallnessof the apartment. Didnot
that circumstance account for the disorder of which the visitor
complained? Well, now, instead of 45 pupils, there are only 22.
Yes, andcounted as theywere by a careful observer on Friday,
the 28th July, which happened to be an extremely fine day. I
will remark that among the scholars there is a girl of fifteen
years, quite a woman, the very daughter of the man who
would not have his children instructed by a Catholic lady.
It is strange to have girls of fifteen years placedunder the
tutorshipof youngmenwith the sanction or winking of the Board
afterthe lesson taught by experience. Boards of Education will
even expel ladies who are most useful, and without blemish of
character, tomake roomfor favorites of their own. Thedoings of
theBoardof Wellingtonin the case whichhas been the subject of
this letter,is quitein keepingwith the tenor of their generalcon-
duct;they arearbitrary anddespotic. The ProvincialEducation
Act enabled them to subsidise other schools than those placed under
them. The Catholic schools for boys and girls seemed tobeen-
titled to the subsidyon account of their long existence andsuccess
withoutanypublic aid. The Board ruled otherwise, unless they
wereput under their control, and would submit to their terms.
Some time ago the sameBoard proposed to build alargecentral
school for thebenefit of the Catholics, doing awaywith their free
schools, providedthey should get from theCatholics alease of the
groundon whichthenewbuilding wastobeerected. TheCatholics
acceded to their demand;suddenly theBoardfeltJtheir conscience
troubled, and they withdrew their word. Public moneymelts in
their hands;thatmakes themproudandover-bearing. Latelythe
Provincial Government being animated with the best intention,
announced thatthey had J82,500 at their disposal, but that they
intened toappropriatefor the Catholics i>soo tohelp them towards
the erection of acostly school building. The gameBoardrefused
sternly toacquiesce inthe viewsof the Government. Had theynot
been hostile to Catholics they might have sanctioned the grant,
inasmuchas the law allows them to subsidise other schools than
theirs. But theywere almost unanimously absolute and persis-
tent in their refusal. One of them wasso furiouslyalarmedthat
heenteredhis protestagainst the measure,andmade an appealto
the General Government to prevent such a calamity as that of
helping the Catholics in their undertaking. Is that fairnessor
justice ? Isitconformable to the letter andspiritof the law ? It
is simply ignorance andbigotry onthe partof those whopretendto
give aright direction tothe instruction of the youthofthe country.
They ought toknow thatbigotry is the veryoppositeof education,
because it shrinks thesoul, freezes the heart,and teaches tohate
those whodiffer fromus in thematterof religion. Thela3tlinkof
connection of the Catholics with the Education Board was cut
assunderby the final severancefrom them of the Catholicschool at
Wanganui. They asked the Catholic clergyman of that town
whetherhe wouldagree that everyreligious ministershouldbe ad-
mitted into the school-room toteachhis tenets to children who
might belong tohis persuasion. To this theCatholicpastorcould
not assent. How couldhereconcile himself tothe fact ofhis school
being converted into a sort of new pandemonium where blasphe-
mousandmost contradictory doctrines wouldbe propounded. Pro-
testants have nothing to apprehend, all religious opinions,even
those whicharediametricallyopposed,arestill Protestantopinions,
andmay satisfy Protestants;but Catholics are consistent, they
have fixedand revered principles of faith, and cannotpartakeof
such confusion and absurdity. Ihave done. No doubt Ihave
expatiatedtoo long onmy case,butmy conscience prompted me to
take it up, and Icould not but express by the New Zealand
Tablet tomy fellow Catholics the wrongs thatIresented concern-
ing the unfair treatment of two Catholic ladies by theEducation
Board,and redress was shut against me by the bigoted 'Times'
Besides the grievances of the Catholics over the colony arecom-
posedof small cases, which in the aggregate amount togreatin-
justice. TheconclusionIdraw is:Let us be unanimous inre-
pudiatingmixed national, that is anti-Catholic schools; letussup-
portthe Catholic Press of New Zealand, which is yet aninfant,
butmay grow into powerful manhood, and become competentto
militate victoriously against error, hypocrisy, and tyranny.— I
am,&c, A Catholic op Wellington.

THEBOARD OF EDUCATION INWELLINGTON.
(To theEditor of the New Zealand Tablet.)

Sib,
—

We haverecourse to theN.Z.Tablet when we think justice
is not done us by local papers. Such is my case; your readers
will judge of it. Some twelvedaysagoIsent to the'New Zealand
Times' for publication a letter concerning some doings of theEdu-
cationBoard of Wellington, whichIconsidered quiteunfair. In-
sertion wasrefused;the Editor would not condescend to notice it.
My grievance was against our Board of Education;Iwill explain
it as briefly as possible. In December last two Catholic ladies
receivedthe appointment of teachersatthe school of Kaiwarawara,
in thevicinityof Wellington. Sixmonthsafter theyweredismissed.
Itwasasad blow to them. Iwenttomake inquiriesabout the rea-
sonsof their dismissal, and found some officials most willing to
obligeme. A reportwasasked for and obtained from the Inspec-
tor on the case of these two ladies. What was the gist of that
report? The Inspector stated that he had visitedthe Kaiwara-
waraschool, andthathehad found the childrendisorderly. There
was one,he said, who behaved very disrespectfully;he whistled
withthe leavesof his book withoutinterference on thepartof the
teachers. "Therefore," adds the Inspector," the only course left
to me was to recommend the dismissal of the teachers to the
Board,particularly after their failure in conducting previously a
school at Sandon,in the Eangitikei District." Thisreportis cer-
tainly plausible,but with all respect to the Inspector,Imust say
that it is far from being grounded onsubstantial facts. Is it true
that the school at Sandon was a failure? Ihavebeentold the
contraryby people who seemed to me well informed on matters
connected with that school; and particularly by a gentleman
connectedwith the press of the district. Iam at liberty tosay
thatIknow aperson whohadthehonor of a conversation with the
Inspectoron the same subject, and Ican certify that he didnot
alludeatall tothe Sandonschoolnot having beenwell conducted;
heonly complainedof someutteranceof the ladies attheir leaving
Sandon,as if they, being Catholics, had been removed toplease
someProtestants of the district. Now, as to the truthof the re-
portconcerning theKaiwarawara School,Ihaveseen testimonials
signedby parents,and by the members of the local committee, I
believeby all save one,witnessing to the efficiency of the school,
and to the attention and punctuality of the teaching. The In-
spector says the children were disorderly at the time of his visit.
Well, Ihave ascertained that the boy whom he singled out as
most unruly,is the sonof that veryman who not onlyrefused to

The greatNewYork Cathedral moves on apace. The cross of
the facade is in place. Itis twelve feethigh, weighs three and a
half tons, andis highly ornate. The crosses on the side peaksare
also inplace. They are severely plain. A forestof scaffolding is
within thebuilding. Within a few weeks the stone masons em-
ployed on the cathedral voluntarily suffered a reductionof their
wagesof onedollarper dayper man.
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THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS.—
*-t
—

At thepresentmoment the -well-known Christian Brother who is
at the headof St.Joseph'sCollegeBuffalo,New York, is inIreland
looking for subjects for his community. We findinone of the
Irishpapers the following letters from his ownandother eminent
bishopsrecommending the good workinwhichheandhisbrothers
areengaged.

EpiscopalKesidence,Buffalo,March 2, 1876.
We certify that the bearer, Brother Frank, is the worthy

Directorof St. Joseph'scollege, Buffalo, New York. We moreover
earnestly commendhim, and his work especially, to themost rev-
erendprelates and the reverend clergy on whomhemay call for
council, aid, or co-operation. The good Christian Brothers are
doinganoble work in educating the Catholic youth of America,
andtheir only drawback is the paucity of their numbers. They
cannotanswer all the calls madeonthemfromalmost everysection
ofthe country, and hence,by the direction of his superiors,Bro-
therFrank goes to Irelandin the hope of obtainingrecruits from
among the talented and religious youth of that Catholic land,
whencehavecome so many of our priests and people,as well as
the strengthandefficiency of the devotedlittle armyof Christian
Brothers on this side of the Atlantic. We again commendhim
to thekind attention of our brethren abroad, and prayourdear
Lord tokeephim cafeinhis journey,andvouchsafetohim ahappy
andspeedy returntohisown here.

t Stephen Vincent Etan, I
Bishop of.Buffalo.

The Palace, Thurles, April14, 1876.
BrotherFrank,Directer of the Coumnmnity of the Christian

Brothers in Buffalo,NewYork,has come to Irelandona recruit-
ingmission, andknowing, asIdo, the immense amount of good
which theBrothers aredoing throughout the length andbreadth
of the United States, and that the good they may do iB only
limited by the number of hands they have to do it, Iwishhim
every success, and earnestly recommend him to the kind notice
and sympathy of the clergy andlait> of the dioceses.

fT. W. Ceoke,
Archbishopof Cashel.

Kilkenny, April25, 1876. ,
Brother Frank, of the Christian Brothers of the United

States,has come to Ireland with the approvalof his Superiors, to
seek for youngmen who maybe anxious to join thatOrder. The
mission inwhichhe is engaged is a most meritorious one,andon
it the welfare of the families of manyof our countrymen in the
UnitedStates must depend. The Order has already effected im-
mensegood in the education of youth,andgivespromiseof a still
wider sphereof usefulness. Iearnestly commend Brother Frank
to the clergy and Catholic laity of this diocese, and Iwill feel
much obligedby their co-operatingwith him to promote the good
workin whichhe is engaged.

f Patrick F. Moean,
Bishop of Ossory.
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