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tocarry out the arrangement they have entered into with theCor-
poration as to anexchangeof areas, bo as to provide playgrounds for
theNormalandAlbany-Btreet Schools."

"
That the Engineer be in-

structed to bringupa reportat next meetingon the most favourable
meansof deepening the outer and inner bars at Otago Head*, either
by harrowing, dredging, or otherwise." "That on the completionof
the repairs of the dredge New Era, she shall be despatched to Port
Chalmers, there to proceedwith the deepening of the channel from
the stream 10 the Kuilway Jetty and from the Jetty to the Graving
Dock, inorder that vessels frequenting the jetty and the dock may
get there without touching the ground."

FORMATION OF DISTRICTS.
(To the Editorof theNew ZealandTablet.)

Sib,—Iam very much pleased to see that the correspondence
startedbyme a few weeks since touching the interestsandfuture
of the above Society within the Colony, has commended itself to
the attentionof whatmaybe termed the mouth-piecesof agoodly
number of branches.

Among these appears our youngandtalented friend.Brother
JohnCantwell,whose attentiontomatters Hibernian giveshim a
deservedly highplacein the estimation of his fellow members.

Then we have acommunication from the able penof aLaw-
rencemember, whoseletter is evidently the result of considerable
andcareful thought. Also alettersigned "Treaty Stone," which
is deserving of respect,notwithstanding the strongandsomewhat
bitter tone thatpervadespartsof it.

We haveanotherletter whichcannotbutbeofinterest,coming
as it doesfrom apastE.D. officer,nowresidentatNapier,and last,
though notleast, is awell digested letter from BrotherMaher,of
Invercargill. ThisBrother is evidently a thorough Hibernianand
good Catholic, for his letter is full of courage and hope, and
breathes aspiritof true Catholic toleration.
Ihopethe questionofthe future of our great CatholicSociety

will continuetocommand the attentionof its members, and that
they will not dismiss it from tbeir consideration till its govern-
rnent in this Colony has beenstamped with such a finality of
characteras will give the Catholics of this Colonyeveryencourage-
ment to joinits ranks. The Society is rapidly spreadingandgain-
ing strength,andnow is the time for everymember tobeupand
doing.

Correspondents to newspapers, however,shouldbe carefulnot
touse strong language,lest they,unwittinglyprejudice the Society
in themind of thepublic,and thusdo itaninjury, for as Brother
Maherinfers inhis letter,our SuperiorsatMelbournehavenot been
guilty of anything which would cause usto suspect them of any
mismanagement in the affairs of the Society. Ifor one haveno
such fears, althoughIthoroughly disagree with the mannerin
which the last A. M.was conducted, and consider that intaking
the serious steps of deposing theChief Presidentfor, to mymind,
no lawful reason whatever, they committed a great act of
injustice to thatofficer, and indoing so, inflictedan injuryon th«
Society generally. However,Idonotdoubt their ability, neither
doIfor amoment question,theirhonesty of purpose. At present
the Society ia-bntr in its infancy, but a great change is about to
takeplace in the formation of thedistrict formof government,or
local management and representation. This is the question that
has tobe combated and settled,andindealing with the subject,I
heartily agree with Brother Maher that we should cease to lean
onour Brothers at Melbourne,but take the material within our
reach, and form ourselves at once into districts.

Once established, we would soon rectify any of the district
laws that requiredalteration (and there would not be afew). I
may here remark, that the Dunedin Branch appointeda com-
mittee todeal with this question, and Ifully believe that,in the
eventof a strong districtbeing formed for OtagoandCanterbury,
the result of their labors would afford abundant, and carefully
maturedmatter for consideration.

Inconclusion, Imay state that acircular embodyingproposi-
tions andprincipalfeatures of theproposeddistrict is now in pre-
paration,and willbesent to allbranches interested almost imme-
diarely.— iani)&C-i&C-i J. J. Connor.

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

To theEditor of theNew ZealandTablkt.
gIR> inmy last, which appeared in yours of July 28,1statedI
would give someinformationthatmaybe usefulto themembers if
Isaw they took an interest in themanagement oftheirownaffairs.
lamglad tosee that someat least aredoing so. lam surprised
that Wellington, Auckland, Grahamatown, and many other
Branches in this island are not saying a word, or making the
slightestmove in defence of their rights; if they donot makea
speedy movethey willbe left out in the cold at thenext A.M., as
they wereat the last. All honor is due to theDunedinBranch,
and their worthySecretary, Brother Cantwell,for the leadingpart
they are takingin the matter;andlam sure themembers gene-
rally feel thankful toyou for your ableleader on the subject a few
weeksago. Ialso admire the styleof someof your correspondents,
for instance thatof"Treaty Stone,"in the Tablet of August4th.
Afewlikehim wouldgive me some hopethatmy humble services
indefence of New Zealand while Ihad the honor of representing
its Branches and members were not entirely lost. He asks what
hasbecome of BrothersHoward, Templeton,andmany others who
havetakenanactivepart in the business of the Society. Iwill
answerwithout going into particulars, as time andspace willnot
permit of it, that theyhavebeenquietly shelved forhonestlydoing
their duty, and for which they have received nothing but the
greatestingratitude from the members of the Melbournedistrict.
Andif themenof New Zealand wish to show their gratitude for
services renderedby those men, they will prepare toput themin
their proper positionsat thenext A.M.;ifnot, they deserve tobe
treatedas they wereat thehist A.M. Ihavejustreceivedareport
ofameetingof theE,D., held on May 19th, andasIknow ithas-
beencirculated in every Branch of New Zealand, asIattended
thatmeetingIcannot let it passunnoticed. Imustsay itis one
ofthe most spiteful and untruthful reportsIhave seen,andis
anotherproof of the reckless mannerof how those men spend the
funds at theirdisposalin printing suchrubbish. Page 10, clause
4of that report, where it refers to Brother Templeton, wasnot
brought forwardatthemeeting, not a single line of itas reported,
asIwas there all the time sitting close to Brother Templeton,it
Could only have originatedin themind of thepresentC. S. forsome
reason bestknown tohimself. But whatthe menof New Zealand
haveto consider is whether their money is tobe squanderedin dis-
putesbetween the C.S. and C.P. Isay they deservenobetter
treatmentif they sendit there tobe so spent. Ihaveshowninmy
lasthow itcanbe keptat home, and the sooner thebetter. The
expenses attending that meeting would not be less than .£4O or
.£SO. Imentionedin my last that members were entitled to a ;
twelvemonthsdrawbackof threepenceper member, inorder toget
that no time must belost in making the demandfor it. Iwould
suggest thatP. P. Howard or Templetoa, or both, be
agent to receive this drawback on behalf of all theNew Zealand
Branches to be forwarded to them, or put to their creditasthey
may desire. If all Branches pass resolutions to this effect, and
send them toBrotherT. W. Howard, Miller-street,Hotham,Mel-
bourne,it willbeattended to. My reason for this is that to have
this business done properly they must have an agent at head-
quarterswho will take an active part in demanding their rights.
From myknowledge of Brothers Howard andTempleton,Iknow
they would consideritno trouble, but anhonor to act in any way
to forward the interests of the New Zealand Branches. Icould
write fora weekonthis subjectandstill havesomething fresh,but
Ihavealready trespassed toofar on your valuable space, so with
yourpermissionIwillclose No. 2, and will get up somethingfor
No. 3.— 1am&c, P. G.

Napier,August 12, 1876.
The following resolutions were passed and approvedof ata

BranchMeeting, at Napier,on July 26, 1876 :■%%
1. That this committee strongly protests against the ruling of

the C.P. at last A.M., disqualifying delegates of this colony from
voting, this Branch having been requested by letter dated 19th
November,1875, andhearing E.D. seal toappointone.

2. That funeralmoneybeatpresentretainedby thisBranch.
ST. That this committeeapproves of districts being established

inNew Zealand. ..
4 That this committee is of opinionthat the best means for

facilitating the business of Societies in this Colony is toappoint
two DistrictBoards

—
one for the North and one for the Middle

5.'That this conurittee, after taking into consideration the
fore«-oin«- resolutions,propose that this Branchcommunicate with
all the other Branches establishedin this Island,requesting their
co-operation in forming a District Boardfor this Island;also with
theBranches establishedin the MiddleIsland, requesting them to
movein a similar direction for that Island.

6. That fifty copies of the above resolutions be printedand
forwardedtoall the» Branchesofthis Celony.

DUNEDIN BRANCH, No. 73.

The usual fortnightly meeting was held onMonday evening last at
the South Australian Hall. Amongst the correspondence read vrasa
letter from the corresponding Secretary, which was received. A
circular was read from the Secretary of the Wellington .Branch, en-
closing resolutions passedby a committee of that Branch,advocating
the formation of districts in this colony. The resolutions were left in
the hands of the Secretary to be dealt with. Mr. T. Kearney was
duly initiated a full benefit member, and Messrs. P. Barry,Froncie
M'Namara, and James Stapleton, were proposed for membership.
Before themeeting adjourned the Secretary statedthat thenextmeet-
ing would be the quarterly one, and, as there was business of the
utmost importance to the members to be brought forward,hepro-
posed to attend at 7 o'clock for the purpose of reciving contri-
butions, thereby facilitating the discharge of business, andallowing
the members to return to their homes at a seasonable hour. The
committee appointedby theDunedinBranch torevise theDistrictLaws,
&.c,held their fourthmeetingonFriday eveninglast, theVi<e-President
(Mr. JohnGallaher)occupying thechair. The Secretary explainedto
committee that, i-o far as revising the laws wasconcerned,littlenowre-
mained tobe done. A discussion ensuedas to the most practicable
manner of forming a district. Several of the committee being of

i opinion that it wouldbe advisable for the Branches to form a district
at once under the present laws, and after itsformation to amend the
laws to suit the convenience of the Brunches. Ultimately, it was
resolved that a sub-committee, consisting of the Secretary andMr.
J. J. Connor, be appointed to draw upa circular to be addressed to
theBranches in the Provinces of Otagoand Canterbury, urgingtheir
immediate co-operationin forming a districtunder thepresent District
Board Laws. After a voteof thankshadbeenaccorded the chairman
the meeting adjourned for a fortnight. Through the liberality and
forethought of Mr. James Toal the committee have been provided
with ncomfortableroom to-meet iv freeofcost.! We have been requestedto state, for the information of mem-
bers of the Juvenile Contingent, that the annualmeeting willbe beid
on Monday next at the South Australian Hall,at 7.30 p.m. tharp.
The officers ofthe Branch will attend.
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