
The toll bars on the Waikariand Anderson'sBayroadsareabout
tobe abolished, andthose atHill Side andSaddle Hillare to be re-
placedby one barat thefootof Look Out Point.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We understand that the establishment of a.nAltar SocietjinDunedin is projected. The object of such a Society is too wellknowntocall for any lengthened explanationon our parb,anditsusefulness is so generallyacknowledged, that it needs no recom-mendationfromus. Itis founduniversally to be the bestmethodof providing the lesser requisites for the service of the Church, sothat themaintenance of decencyindivine worship falls lightly andevenly onall;and,"though last not least," inaddition to all this,

there are variousspiritual advantagesattached to the Associationin question.
We are requestedtostate that severalof theprizeswonin tbelate ArtTTnionarestill unclaimed. The followingarethe numbersof the tickets referred t0— 390, 1201, 868, 1041, 1378,1012 2792884,1956,1300,8887,1907.
We have received from the Government Printer, severalnumbers of Hansard andothei. Parliamentarypapers.
We learn from the Otago'Daily Times,' that a substantiallyboundDouayBible,the gift of Mr.J.Logan,has beenadded to thebelongings of thePoliceCourt. Thisact of liberalitywaspromptedby itsmarkedwant of suchacopy, whena EomanCatholic Bishopwas lately giving testimony in the Court, though the attractivebinding of the volumenow prompts all and sundry invariably touse it. However much it was required,the Bible could not havebeen obtained except through some generous donor, unless theGeneralGovernmentwas requestedby theusual circumlocutionary

process.
TheDarrellsat theQueen's and the Lingards at the Princessstill constitute the chief attractions at these theatres,andgain theapplauseof their audiences, which,however,arenot sonumerousas the high reputation of the talented artistes in questionwouldimply.
We perceive that preliminary steps are being taken towardstheerection of new conventual buildings inDunedin. A numberof men are at present busily engaged in levelling the siteon which these are to stand, and if we are correctly in-formed, the foundations of the first wing of, the new build-

ings willbe laid without delay. This wingis to forma conventfor the Sisters of the Order of St. Dominic, who althoughthey have been for some time resident in Dunedin, can hardlyas yet be said to be established here, for to effect their com-plete and permanent settlement, as well as to enable them tocarry out toperfection the disciplineof their Order,and the endswhich it is desirable they should accomplish with regard to theCatholiccommunity in general, it is necessary for them to have
monastic buildings of a suitable character. Without these theirusefulness andpower of doing goodinthe peculiar line allottedtothem areseriouslyimpeded. Anditis quiteevident thathithertotheyhavebeentoagreatdegree hamperedby the unfitness of the
old Presbytery inwhich they have been temporarily lodged;somuch so indeed, that theyhave found themselves quiteunable tocarry on their schools to the extent,or in the style for which the
members oftheir Order are so widely celebrated. We, therefore,fully recognise the importanceof the undertaking that is now in-augurated;and, although we are conscious that many difficultieshave tobe surmounted, our confidence in the success of any taskthat a Catholic community vigorously determines tocarry through
is sogreat, that wehavenodoubt whatever,but thatbothconventandchurch will be seen completed before any verygreab space of
time has passedaway. We are confirmed in this belief by what
we have witnessed elsewhere. We need not speak of Ireland,
whereitis wellknownthat congregations noted for theirpovertyhaveyet distinguished themselves by the erection of magnificentchurches,nor of America, where we are informedthat the effortaof the humblestmembers of the community have covered the landwithecclesiastical buildings. It is moretoour purpose to giveaa

!an example the Colony of Queensland, where at a time when< general depression prevailed, trade being stagnant, aud the
gloomiest aspect of things prominent, the Catholic peopleset towork,andpurchasedahouse andgrounds toserveasaconvent,at
acost of £8,000, and further, erected a cathedralthat embellishesthe city of Brisbane.

The Catholic Church in Barbadoes-street,Christchurch, has re-
cently been enlarged,and iB now capable of accommodatinga congre-gationof 800 adults. It has been handsomely fitted up, auddoeimuch credit toall whohave assisted in the good workofimproving itandmoreespecially to the energy of theEev.Father Chareyre.The Catholic Schools about to be erected in Bouk-ott-street,Wellington,are tobe builtona largeand handsome scale, and when
completeditis expected that they will add a feature of nolittle im-
portance to the generalappearance of the city.

The regular meetingof the HarbourBoard washeldon the 17th.inst., whenthefollowing resolutions werecarried:
—

"That theBoardbeingof opinionthatit wouldbe very desirabletohaveanInspector
constantly on the spot to supervise the building of the dredge, theEngineer be requested,if possible, to provide such an Inspector oufcof the staff at present under him, and to reportat next meeting.""That Captain Thomson withMr.M'Kirmonbe requestedtodraw up
a memorandum on the advantages of the gong

"
(at OtagoHeads)

this signalhavingmet with the disapprobationof the MarineDepart-
ment at Wellington. With respect to the resolution passed lasb
month.consenting toexclude from the Board'sendowment the trian-
gular pieceof ground reclaimedby Government,theSolicitorof the
Board gaveitashis opinionthat this could not be done without sane*
tionofan Act of Parliament. Captain Thomson wrote suggesting
that lights should be placedat the end of Kattray-streetWharf, and
thematterwas referred to theLighting Committee. The following
notices of motionwere given:

—
"ThatHisHonour the Superintendenc

be askedtopassanAct through this session of Assembly, vesting in
his name in trust that triangular pieceof ground as describedinat-
tachedmemo.and tracing, with theviewof enabling theGovernment
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a Catholic newspaperis a necessityin every Catholic house-
hold. We say it is a necessity, because, now-a-days, there
arebut few households whereina newspaper is not read, and
wherein, consequently, failing the presence of a Catholic
journal,there is not received a constant series of misrepre-
sentations concerning the Catholic Church,her ministers,and
allwhobelongtoher. Thenon-Catholic pressisso thoroughly
saturated withprejudice againstall things connected with the
faith, that it seems hardly possible for those who write init
to pena paragraph, which admits of a sneer at^the Church,
without introducingsucha sneerat least.

Some Protestant journals are openlyour enemies; some,
whose policy it is to seem "all things to all men," make a
feint of beingfriendly tous;but, whether byopenexpression
in so many words, or by sly hints so as to escape the
notice of the ui;wary, it is sought to bring the Catholic
religion into contempt, and, if.possible, even to turn the
minds of Catholics themselves against it. One newspaper,
writinginProtestant interests,and careless of the support of
Catholics,inserts in its columns shameless and often refuted
calumnies;another,not so well established, and touting for
the patronageof all parties,shuns such plain speaking, but,
nevertheless,betrays itsspirit ina mannerperhapsevenmore
objectionable because insidious. The one will loudly con-
demn the priests of the Church as wellas their doctrine; the
other will praise the men, but imply that their teaching is
mistaken;andof the two, if therebe anything;to choose, we
prefer the first, for the second is contemptiblemerely. In
any case,both will grievouslymisrepresent the Church and
the transactionsof allCatholics, whether they be individuals
orbodies,kings or governments, peers or peasants, and they,
who only learn the progress of the world from Protestant
publications,will certainlybe far from having true or just
ideason anyone point connected with theaffairs of Catholics
at home or abroad.

Hence it is,very evidently, the dutyand the interest of
our co-religionists to support the Catholic press. It is their
duty, for they are bound to do all that in themlies to pro-
mote the honorof the Church onearth, andthis may best be
doneby makingplain to all men the part that shehas ever
taken in advancing the welfare of mankind, and the effects
that her teaching has had on all who have come withinits
influence. It is their interest, for if the Church and her
members be maligned, they also are maligned, and in the
Catholic press alone do they possess the means of repudiating
themanyaccusations broughtagainst them.

But,in treatingof this subject, thereis anotherconsidera-
tion which arises,and which it may not be thought out of
place to mention. Inthese colonies,mostCatholics are either
Irishmen or the children of Irish parents, and therefore the
credit of the Irish name is,or ought to be, of importance to
them. Now,to her honor be it said,Ireland is universally
included in the prejudice that obtainsagainst the Catholic
cause, and consequently the anti-Catholic press is also the
anti-Irish prpss. The journals that openlyinveighagainst the
Church inveigh as openly against the Irish race;and the
journalsthat moremeanlyhint objections against the Church,
with likemeanness contriveat least to ridicule thepeople of
Ireland. The one gets holdof some crime committedin the
Emerald Isle,as crimeswill be committed alloverthe world
while humannature is whatitis,and overlookingguilt of far
deeper dye elsewhere,holds thisup to execration as ifit were
themost horribleof allcrimes,and one to implicatethe whole
nation,by asingle member of whichithadbeencommitted;
the other, perhaps, tells some story in which Irish life is
supposed to be delineated,but where vulgarity isintroduced
to atone forstupidity,andwittysayings are replacedbyoaths,
so that the Irish character is represented a3 distinguished
chiefly by buffoonery,coarseness, and imbecility.

The Catholic press alone is the friend of the Irishman.
In its columns only does hemeet with justiceand due appre-
ciation,and here alone does he findhis nation fitly estimated,
its trials considered,and its interests advocated. There are
then abundant reasons for the establishment andsupport of
the Catholic pressin these colonies,and it is withdeep regret
that we see the numberof Catholic newspapers diminished.

The 'South Australian Tablet' has for the present failed,
but we trust it maybe for thepresent only,and that we shall,
at nodistant date, again welcome its appearancein the arena
of journalism, which it wasfully qualified toadorn.
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