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A CHANGE OF MINISTRY.

the conviction that the telegrams announcing this change are-
founded in fact.

Two reasons appear to us sufficient to account for this-
fact. First the Government majority whish has whitewashed
the Piako Swamp business, defeated the Separation resolu-
tions,and affirmed the principleof the Counties Billhas not
really-represented public opinion. This is notorious. For
example,hadall the Otago and Aucklandmembers been true
to their hustings pledges,and attentive to thevoice of their
constituents, the Separation resolutions would have been
carried, insteadof beingrejected. A. Government supported
by a majority so notoriously at variance with pnblicopinion
couldnot livelong, nomatterhownumerous itsParliamentary
majoritymight be. Insuch a case a rapid dissolution neces-
sarilybecomes inevitable. Thisis onereason, a reasonsuffi-
cient in itself for the fallof the VogelMinistry.

Another reason is to found in the universal conviction,
that the VogelMinistry rushed into Abolition rashly, with-
out any maturedplan of Local Government,in fact without
any planat all,and for the sole purpose of seizing on thfr
land fund of some of the Provinces for general purposes.
And that this is the fact, nothing can be clearer. Last
session when the Ministry was asked what was to take the
place of Provincialism,thereplywas

— nothing. Driveneven
by their ownsupportersto provide somesubstitute, Ministers
brought inaLocal Government Billwhich was laughed out
of the House"of Representatives. This session the Bill of
thelast has not beenheardof;but aCounties Bill wasintro
duced by the Premier. This,itwas said, would givelocal
government everywhere,andbea great improvement onPro-
vincialism. Colonists,however,have notbeenable to seethis,
andthis precious Counties Bill has been so universally con-
demnedthatMinistersinorder tosecure forit asecondreading
werecompelled to declarethat it wouldbe merelypermissive—

that is,localities might accept or reject it a3 theypleased.
Why, the peopleof Otago, if they cared for counties,might
have had them any time for manyyears past. For there
exists alaw,and a much better lawthanthe oneproposed by
the VogelMinistry, by which thepeopleofthis provincewere
enabled to have counties if they desiredsuch.

But, suppose that this Permissive Counties Bill of Sir
Julius Vogel became law,and then that it becameadead
letter, as is most likely. Where is the provision for local
government1 What is to take the place of Provincial
Councils andSuperintendents? Nothing1, of course,but the
Central Parliament and Government. It is clear, then, the
Vogel Ministry had really no scheme of government to
supply theplace of the provinces other thanpure unmitigated

j Centralism. Is it any wonder, then, that a Government,
though strong in the House of Representatives by meansof
a servile majority there, should, nevertheless, have fallen,in
the midstof its parliamentary triumphs,before outragedand
indignant public opinion. And that suchis the case, were-
joice to learn.

The Vogel Ministry has fallen, and few will regret its
fall. But, what abouttheprospects of Mr. Stafford andhis
party;is he likely to have a long lease of power1 Mr.
Staffordlately said, in the House of Representatives, that
he was favorable to the policy of taking the LandFund from
theprovinces;and it is well known that he is one of the
Canterbury party which wishes to give fixity of tenure to the
runholders of that province,andthat he advocates the county
system. Substantially, therefore, his policy is that of Sir
Julius Vogel, and, consequently, his Ministry may also
expect a speedydissolution. NoMinistry, witha centralistic
policy, can stand long. The fact is the people of Otago will
notbe governed from"Wellington, and Centralism wouldbe
the immediateprelude to final Separation.

It'credence can be given to telegrams publishedin the morn-
ing papers of last Wednesday, thtre is to be a chauge of
Ministry immediately. Mr.Stafford,it issaid,willbecomePremier; Mr. Stevens, Treasurer; Mr. Ormond, NativeMinister; and it appears Mr. Donald Reid has been
offered the Public Works Department. This willbe a new
Ministry, and with the exception of the questionof Aboli-
tion, willperhaps involve a newpolicy.

How can all this be explained? The VogelMinistry has
carried all its projects this session by large majorities in
every division so far as these have beenconsidered ;how is
it then theMinistry has fallen? How is it that a Ministry
which has hada largemajority inevery trialof strength with
the Opposition during the session has been compelled to
retire from the TreasuryBenches ? Of course we writeunder

CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS.
Some few months ago wehailedwithpleasure the appearance
of a Catholic newspaper,which then began to bepublishedin
Adelaide under the name of the 'South Australian Tablet.'
It wasanewspaper whichplainly showed judicious and able
editing,and we hoped that a long and, necessarily, a useful
career laybefore it;but we regret to say that we were mis-
taken, for,having run but a short course,it has ceased to
exist,and all that the gentlemen interestedin itspromotion
seem to think that theyshall succeed in maintaining in its
place,is a monthly publication,which willcontain informa-
tion onCatholic matters.

We much regret that this journal hasbeenallowed to fall
to the ground,forof all things,in thepresent stateof society,
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IQQ/. PORT, FORTY YEARS OLD
IOOt PerDozen 110s.
COLONIAL WINES, from 30s. I„ „ of unusual quality, from the Grange") „-

Vineyards,S.A. ... )Sbßt
TEAS, inLarge and VariedStock.

HOGG & HUTTOST,
Pkinoes Stkeet.

WANTED, for St Thomas of Aquin Roman Catholic boys
school, Thames, Catholic teacher holding first-class certifi-

cate. Applicationsstating terms, accompanied withtestimonials,
addressedRev.S. Chastagnon,Thames.

WANTED,asituationby aCatholic Teacher. Address,School-
mistress, Tablet Office.

FTIEACHER WANTED for the CATHOLIC SCHOOL atCrom-JL well. Applications,accompanied with references, tobe mgde
to the Rev. Fathkr Kehoe, from whom further particulars re-
garding Salary, &c,canbeobtained.____________
fT_[E elegantly-executedphotographs of theBishop (by Messrs.
_L Clifford and Morris) the copyright of which has been re-

served,canbehadon application at the Convent,where they -will
be sold for thebenefit of the Christian Brothers' SchoolFund, for
whichobjectthey weretaken atthe time of theBazaar.

rpHE TABLET, Vol. 3, FOR SALE. Bound copies of the
_. above,also a few copies of vol. 1and 2j price, £1 ss.

NOTICE.

Our Subscribersin the Districts visited byMr. O.Cummins, our
Travelling Agent, arerequestedtosettle their accounts on the
first personalapplicationmade by him,as itmaybe seen,that
itputs this gentleman tomuchinconvenienceandloss whenhe
is a secondor third time obliged to travel out of his way to
collectmoney owed tous. JOHNF. PERRIN,Manager.

rTTHE following SUMS have been received as Subscriptions to
JL the Tablet for the week ending August 24,1876:

—
£ s. d.

Mr.E.McManus, Clyde, to August 8, 1876 ... ... 0 12 6„ J.Foot,Cromwell, to June 3, 1876 ... ... 1 5 0„ Mulholland, „ toOctober 24, 1876 ... ... 1 5 0„ J.Gorman, „ toJuly 31,1876 ... ... 0 19 0„ J.Hayes, „ toMay 8, 1876 ... ... 012 6„ G. Starkey, „ toApril 24, 1876 ... ... 1 5 0„ M.M'Carthy, Teviot,toSeptember1, 1876 ... 1 5 0„ J.Pitchers, „ toJune19, 1876 ... ... 012 0„ C.O'Brien, „ toApril 24, 1876 ... ... 1 5 0„ J.Costello,Shotover, toMay 8, 1876 ... ... 012 6„ J. Roach,Arrow, toMay 29, 1876 ... ... 1 5 0„ W.Walsh, „ toMay 22, 1876 ... ... 012 6„ J.White, Blacks, toFebruary25, 1877 ... ... 1 5 0„ M.O'Hagan,„ toJuly 24, 1876 ... ...15 0„R.Ryan, „ toApril 24,1876 ... ...15 0„ M.Donnelly, Tinkers, April24, 1876 ... ... 1 7 6„ J. Griffen,Kanieri, toDecember4, 1876... ... 012 6„ F. Sontigen, Westport, to September 27, 1876 ... 1 5 0„ F. Maguire,Prebbleton.toMayl,1876... ... 1 2 6„ R.J. Delaney, Reefton, toMarch6, 1876 ... 012 6„ R.Boyne, Queenstown, toMarch 6,1876 ... 1 2 8„ P. Ryan,Kakahu, toOctober 10, 1875 ... ... 012 6„ D.O'Connell, Christchurch ... ... ...670
Rev.Father Kehoe,Cromwell, toSeptember 3, 1876 ... 1 5 0
Mr.G. Douglas,Charleston, to December 31,1876 ... 1 5 0„ B.Weyburne, Lyttelton,toJuly 31, 1876 ... 1 0 0
„J.Loader, „ toJune 27, 1876 ... 012 6„ J.Flvnn, Auckland ... ... ...0 9 0


