
FLORENCE THE FAIR.

The radientloveliness ofthecountry immediately aroundFlorence
renders it themost delightfulof all Italian cities for a spring resi-
dence,andnoone whohas once seen the glorious luxurianceof the
flowers which cover its fields and gardens, and lie in masses for
sale, onthebroadgraybasementsof its oldpalacescanever forget
them. 'May is perhapsthe most'perfect month forFlorence. In
winter the ice laden winds from the Appeninesblow bitterly down
the valley of the Arno. Forsyth mentions thatthey canscarcely
conceivehowpeoplecanliveatFlorence in the winter, orhow they
candie there in summer. Florencehas been far lessmodernised
than Rome since the change of government;and though during
the short residence there of the Sardinian Court, themagnificent
old walls were destroyed,to the greatinjury oftheplace, with the
towers which Varchiedescribes as"encircling the citylike agar-
land," severalbeneficial additions wereintroduced. Conservatism
is anaturalpartof the Florentine character, and thereis scarcely
the site of anoldbuilding orahouse onceinhabitedbyany eminent
person whichis not marked by an inscription. The galleries and
museums,due for the most part to the Medici, and after them to
the Austrian Grand-dukes,arenobly keptup,and liberally thrown
open. Their treasures are inexhaustible, and almost every taste
maybesatisfiedthere. Inthe galleries ofUffizi and Pittialone a
walk of several miles may be taken on a wet day entirely under
cover, and through an avenue of art treasures the whole way.
When we add to these attractions the proverbially charming,
genial,honest, simple character of the Tuscan people,we feel that
it tiouldbe impossible to finda pleasanterresidence thanFlorence
in autumn and spring. "Every line, every road, every gable,
every tower,has somestoryofthepastpresentin it. Every tocsin
that sounds is achronicle;everybridge thatunites the twobanks
of theriverunites the crowds of the living with theheroismof the
dead." To those whohave not beenSmuch abroaditwill be suffi-
cient amusementto sit for a timeinthebeautifulLoggiade' Lauzi,
if itis only for the sake of watchingthe variations of the fluctuat-
ing crowdin the Piazza beneath. The predominance of malesis
striking. Hundreds of menstand here for hours as if they had
nothing else to do,talking ceaselessly indeepTuscan tones. Many
who are wrapped in long cloaks, thrown over one shoulder and
lined withgreen,lookas if they hadsteppedout of the oldpictures
in the palace above. Sitting here we should meditate on the
various strangephases of Florentine history of which, this Piazzi
hasbeenthe scene.

A PROTESTANT WRITER ON ITALY.
The abolition of the religious institutions has been grievously felt
throughout the country, and there are few even of the friends of
Italianunity who havenot had personal reason to experienceits in-
justice. When "Daysnear Rome" appeared,oneof the reviews re-
gretted thsit its author should not rejoice that Italianswere no longer
called upon

"
to supportswarms of idlers in vestmentsand hordes of

sturdy beggars in rags." This is exactly whatItalianswithregard to
the old ecclesiastical institutions were not called upon to do. The
convents andmonasteries were richly endowed; they hadno need of
being supported. Ie was, on the contrary, rather they who sup-
portedthe needy, the sick, thehelpless, and the blind among thepeo-
ple, who received their daily dole of bread aud soup from the convent
charities. When themarriageportions of the nuns were stolenby theGovernment, there was scarcely any family of the upper classe>
throughout central Itnly who did not suffer; for almost all hada
sister, aunt,or cousin "in religion

"
upon whom a portionof £1000,

£50u0, or £10,000 had been bestowed, and who was thrown back
helpless upon their hands, her fortune confiscated, and with anirre-
gularly paid pension of a few pence a day, quite insufficient for the
most miserable subsistence Ihe English press is slow to Bee the
injustice of these things whenit affects othernations. Itis strange
thatitshouldnot see itas affecting Englishmen, as in the case of the
large tract of land which waspurchasedby theRev. E.Douglassupon
the Esquiline,and which was confiscated by the government on the
plea that ithadbeenused for religious purposes. Those who declaim
so loudly uponthe advantages of Italian unity are often unaware of
th« extremedifference whichexists between the peopleand the lan-
guage in thenorth and south of Italy— thata Venetian wouldnot in
the least be able to understand a Neapolitan, andvice versa. The
difference oftencomes out whenthe absurd red-tapeismof the govern-
ment is put into action. For instance, when, the heat makes it im-
possible for the troops inNaples andPalermo to supporttheir winter
clothing, the soldiers shivering on the icy streets ofParma and Pia-
cenzaareput into brownholland,because throughout "UnitedItaly "
the same order must take effect.— "

Augustus J. C.Hare'sNew Book
onItaly."

ALTITUDE AT WHICH MAN CANLIVE.

There has been a great deal of discussion as to the altitude at
whichhuman beings can exist, and Mr. Glaisher himself can tell
us asmuch aboutit as anybody. InJuly, 1862, he andMr.Cox-
wellascendedinaballoon to the enormous elevationof 37,000 feet."

Previous to the start, Mr. Glaisher's pulse stood atseventy-six
beats a minute; Mr. CoxwelTs seventy-four. At 17,000 feet the
pulseof the former was at eighty-four, that of the latter at one
hundred. At19,000 feet Glaisher's hands andlips werequiteblue,
butnot his face. At21,000 feet he heardhis heartbeating, and
his breathing became oppressed;at 29,000 feet he became sense-less;" notwithstanding which the aeronaut, in the interest of
science, wentup another 8000feet, till he could no longer usehis
hands,and had to pull the strings of the valve with his teeth,
.aerostats,who have tomake no exertions, have, of course,a great
advantageover members of the Alpine Club and those who trust
their legs;even at13,000 feet these climbersfeel veryuncomfort-
able;more so in the Alps, it seems, than elsewhere. At the
monastery of St. Bernard,8,117 feethigh, themonks become asth-
matic, andare compelled frequently to descend into the valley of
the Rhine for

—
anythingbut "abreath of fresh air," andatthe

endof ten years' service are obliged to give up their high living
andcomedown to the usual level. At the same time, inSouth
America,thereare towns(such as Potosi)placedashigh as thetop
of MountBlanc, the inhabitants ofwhich feelno inconvenience.

Thhighest inhabited spotin the worldis, however,theBudd-
hist cloister of Hanle, inTibet, where twenty-onepriestsliveatan
altitude of 16,500 feet. The brothers Seglagintweit, when they
exploredthe glaciersin thesame country,encampedatthe highest
altitudeaEuropeaneverpassedthenight. Evenatthe topof Mount
Blanc,Professor TyndalTs guides foundit very unpleasanttodo
this, though theProfessor himself didnot confess tofeelingso bad
as they. The highest mountain in the world is Mount Everest
(Himalaya), 28,000 feet,and the condorhas been seen"winging
theblue air" 500 feet higher. The air,by the by, is not

"blue,"
or else, asDe Saussurepointedout, "the distantmountains, which
arecovered withsnow, wouldappear blue also," its apparentcolor
being due to the reflectionof light. What light can do,and does,
is marvellousj and not the least is its power of attraction to
humanity.

— 'Chambers'sJournal,'

BETURN OF THE POPE FROM AVIGNON.—
*-+
—

In1876 occurs the fifthcentenaryof the return of the Popes from
Avignon to Rome, after anabsence of seventy andmore years,aperiod
known in themediaeval history of the Eternal City as "The Baby-
lonish Captivity." On October 18, 1376,Pope GregoryXI. arrived
in Genoa on boarda galley, manned by knights of the celebrated
order of St. Johnof Jerusalem. St. Catherineof Siena had written
many letters to the Popeentreating him to go back to the capital of
the Church;andat last he yielded to her entreaties and to the in-
spirationof God. In 1376 she went towards France to meet the
Pope;but in Genoa she stopped some days in company with the
BlessedRaymond, aDominican, who was her confessor. They stayed
in thehouse of Madam Orietta, a most piousand noble widow,and
the mother of two sons, one of whom took the nameof Centurione,
andbecame the founder of the illustrious family of thatname which
stillexists in Genoa. Thehouse in which tie saint remained during
thesedayshas been destroyedandan oratorybuilt overit,whichis de-
dicated toher. On October 18 the Pope arrived. He was metby
several priestsand ecclesiastics from Rome who .endeavored toper-
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proportionas they are warmlydevotedor coldly affectedtowards
the Pope,their spiritual chief,and the Vicar of Christ on earth.
Ifthe wisemen from a far countrybrought offerings toChrist at
hisbirth,shallwenot send something toHiaVicar, whomHe has
appointed to represent him, asasmall tokenof our reverenceand
gratitudeandaffection.

Laic.

suade himnot to proceedonhis journey, a* they declared it might
prove dangerous tohim. The Pope,who was much agitatedby their
representations,insisted uponseeing St.Catherine and went privately
andin disguise to thehouse where she was staving. St. Catherine
comforted himandassured him that nodanger wouldattendbis re-
turnto thecapital. He wasmuch struck by herconfidence, andafter
waitingeightdays inGenoa, set out onhis journey andreachedRome
fir* dayslater. The ItalianCatholics propose keeping the centeuarv
of this most important event with much solemnity,andit is even
thought that it will be celebrated beyond the city of .Rome by the
Catholics of allnations.

— 'CatholicReview.'
HOW A PROTESTANT LOOKS ON THE PUBLIC

SCHOOL SYSTEM.
1-+

A coerespondent who signs himself "AProtestantRepublican"
contributesthisbitof goodsenseito the columnsof the c New York
Tribune

'
:"Iwas formerly a warm advocate of the free schoolpystem,

hitmy viewshaveundergone a radicalchange.
*W "Argueaboutitas wemay,the systemis a greatinjustice to
the Catholics. From their point of view it is more unjustifiable
thanwouldbe a union of Church andState. The relation of the
teacher andscholar is far too sacred and delicate to.be left to the
manipulationsof coarseandselfish politicians. Ihave studiedthe
system critically for 25 jearsiandduring that timeIhaveseen so
many unworthy teachers appointed and preferred, and so many
goodones discouraged and driven from the profession, thatIam
wellnigh disgusted with the whole thing. There areprobably in
round numbers, 100,000 teachers in the United States. Their
office is essentiallya political one. All the politicians want is to
appoint their friends and favorites to these places, eiect the school
buildings, dictate the books, the course of study,in short,all the
details;thus degrading the teacher toa mere machine. One can
readily imagine how this army of officials,dependentupona cor-
rupt administration, might become a most formidable engine of
injustice and oppression. To assist poor people in the education
oftheir children is praiseworthy,but for the State to attempt to
give aliberaleducationtoall itscitizensis toagreat atask. That
■wehave too little education is self-evident,but we shallnever get
it in this countrybycompulsion. There is no reason whyparents
whoare able shouldnot providefor the educationof their children
the sameas for foodandclothing. There is nojusticeincompelling
others to doit for them."
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