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lished far and wide. We were not converted by the opinions
put forward in this paragraph. History and the aspect of the
countries under Turkish rule too strongly contradieted any
argument that might be advanced in favor of this people ;
even had we not been firmly persuaded that the principles of
Mohammed were far from tending to form a character remark-
able for its philanthropy. We held fast to the belief, and
still maintain it, that amongst the many and great benefits
conferred on Furope by the Popes, there are none that more
entitle their memory to veneration than the check given by
them to the puwer of the Mahommedans; for had not the
Crusades begun to weaken the Crescent, and the battle of
Lepanto consummated its decline, it is hard to say to
what extent Christendom might have come under its dominion.
VW0 not think it is now necessary to show the superficial
nature and the undeniable falsehood of panegyrics on the
Turks. All plainly see these wretches in their true colours,
revelling in murder and brutality, a tlot on civilisation, and
a disgrace to the policy that has upbeld them.

But can we believe that bostilities will be confined to
Turkey and the adjacent provinces? This seems to depend
upon the issue of the present contest. Should the Porte be
victorious, the unfortunate inhabitants of the distriets revolted
will, no doubt, be obliged to bend again to the bitter yoke;
but should these latter eventuaily succeed, difficulties of a
grave nature may arise. Already the Sclavonic slement in
Hungary is troublesome to the Government, and Austria
would look with suspicion on the erection of an independent
principality on her frontier, in which such an ¢lement would
prevail. A like objection would lie against the annexation to
the Austrian empire of the provinces separated from Turkey ;
and that they shounid become subject to Russia would be still
more perplexing. Hence, it seems by no means certain that
the great powers will, for any lengthened period, be able to
abstain from war, and there are quite grounds emough, in
considering the present aspect of affairs, for apprebension acd
uneasiness.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
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AT a meeting, held in the Forbury school-honse on the evening
of the 10th inst., it was resolved on the motion of Mr., Price,
seconded by Mr. M<Kay, that ‘“the Municipal Counecil of South
Dunedin should at once take steps to obtain a water supply from
Dunedin.”

Toe frequent shocks of earthquake, which have been ex-
perienced of late in the North Island, are attributed to the activity
of Tongariro, which has been in a state of quiescence for some time.
It, however, appears that the unpleasant disturbances in question
are by no means confined to New Zealand, for many reports have
reached us of their recent occurrence elsewhere, and, as may be
seen by the telegrams, Vienna has been severely visited in this
manner within the past month or so.

Our Maori friends, says the Wairarapa Standard, are pitiless
even to horses. 'The other day it leaked out from a native that a
valuable hack had been hung up in the bush with vines for some
weeks. The Maoris were waiting for a reward to be offered for the
wmissing animal, and let the poor brute be hung up in agony day
after day and week after week for the sake of the few shillings
which they caleulated on obtaining for discovering it., When
pakehas miss 2 horse they should advertise a reward for it at onee,
otherwise they are in danger of losing it among the guileless natives
of Papawai.

OxE of the largest funerals seen of late in Auckland was that
of Mr. David Shechan. The deceased gentleman was a colonist of
long standing, he having arrived in New Zezland in 1841. He was
much respected, and great regret is expressed for his loss.

‘WE learn from the * Leader’ that the total quantity of gold
shipped from the Province of Westland since the opening of the

goldfields to the end of last month was 1,985,6200zs., in value
£7,849,838. That quantity and value is exclusive of the gold
shipped at Greymouth from the Provinee of Nelson. The gold
exportg of Westlund for the last half-year amounted to 27,0720zs.,
as ag 9 36,0500zs. for the same term ended June, 1875.

THE ladies of Timaru are busily engaged in preparing for a
bazaar, to be held in that town some time next November, in aid of
the building fund for the extension of the Catholic Church.

Tae cost of the new schools at St. Mary’s Convent, Wellington,
is estimated at about £3000. Messrs. Rountree and Russell are the
contractors.

A wHIP-BIRD, posseseed of only one wing, is now to be seen in
the Brisbane Museum. It would seem (says the Courier’) from
the appearance of the bird, which iz full grown, that it was never

ed of more than its single wing, the part of the body where
the missing one ought to be being perfectly formed and covered
with plumage. It was presented to the Museum by Mr. Bretherton
by whom we believe it was shot; and it is seid to have been quite
capable of flying. Its tail appears to have had 2 natural inclina-
tion in the direction of the wingless side, and it would appear pos-
gible that, by means of this inclination, the balance of the hody
when flying was to some extent maintained.

A sTRIKIFNG illustration of the vicissitudes of life is to be found
in the details, given by a Victorian coutemporary, of the vareer of

alady who wandered about the Australian colonies asa strolling
vocalist ; but who is said to have been the daughter of an English
earl. She died of consumption at Sandhurst about two yeurs ago.

A BEGTLARLY organised boxing-match came off on the Ocean
Beach last Saturday evening. The disgraceful encounter was
maintained for nearly two hours. The police were unfortunately
kept in the dark until it was too late, and the matier had
terminated.

TrE handsome lithograph of his Lordship the Bishop, executed
by Mr. Henderson, can now be Lad on application to the Lady
Superior, Dominican Convent, Dowling-strees. Besides forming u
¥aluable souvenir of his Lordship, the picture alluded to makes a most
suitable ornament for » drawing-room, and its cost is very trifling.

THEEE are ab present ou view in Princes-street a number of land-
scapes executed in water-colours by MrJ. O, Hoyte. The subjects
chosen for representation are various scemes in New Zealund, and we
can bestow no higher praise upon the artist than to say that his talents
have been equal to the task undertaken by him. He has produced
several pictures of extremo beauty, and which prove beyond all doubt
that the scenery of New Zealand fully equals, if it does not surpass,
that of those countries of Europe, which are the most celebrated for
their beauty, not excepting even Switzerlaud or Italy. An exhibition
of such paintings in the old country would certainly atiract many ad-
venturous lovers of the besutiful face of nature to our shores.

TaE beams that sustained the bell of St. Joseph’s Church having
become decayed through lerigth of time, it has been found necessary
to erect a tower to replace them, This has been done at considerable
cost, and so far as we understand no appeal has been made to the
congregation tG bear their shure of the burden. However they will,
no doubt, perceive the propriety of contributing towards defraying
the expense incurred, as none will be disposed to deny that it is the
duty of a congregation to maintain the decency of all things con-
nected with their chureh, and that the clergy are not to be expected to
undertake at their own risk the repairs and improvements requiite
for fitly carrying out divine worship. Subscriptions for the purpose
referred to may be sent in as ua .al to his Lorfship the Bishop of the
Diocese, or the Rev the Clerzy; orif found more convenient, they
will be received ut the TABLET office, and duly acknowledged and
forwarded. .

At vespers on Tnesday evening last, Feast of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, an interesting ceremony again took
place on the conclusion of the sermon, which was preached by hia
Lordship the Bishop, and in which the most rev. preacher explained
the meaning of the festival—pointing out its early observance in
the church, as evidenced by various ancient sacramentaries and the
works of ecclesinstical writers; the great dignity of the Mother of
God, and the reasonableness of the doctrine which asserts that her
sacred body never kmew corruption; the obligation that binds all
Christiang to hold this belief; the joy with which the hearts of all
must be filled in contemplating the fact that one who had been, ag
it were, our sister had been elected by God to such great glory;
and the efficacy of the Blessed Virgin's advocacy. A young lady,
who bad been attending for some time the school of the Dominican
Sisters, was received into the Association of the Children of Mary.
Such edifying ceremonies now bid fair to become frequent in Dun-
edin, and the Catholic congregation cannot too tully congratulate
themselves on the means which the efforts of the Bishop have suc-
ceeded in placing within their reach for the instruction of their
children. The influences of the ladies of the convent have long
been evident, and they are plainly gaining ground from day to
day while, short as hag been the residence of the Christian
Brothers amongst us, the effects of their teaching are already
marked ; and ail things tend to prove the wisdom of the steps that
have been taken in establishing the two religious orders in question
in our midst, and to impress upon Catholies the fitness of doing
their best ab every time fo co-operate with their clergy. Such
sacrifices as they are called upon to make are of but little acconnt
when placed side by side with the benefits to be derived from them.

Ir is pleasing to know that the medicines lately introdaced into
New Zealand, namely, © Ghollah’s Great Indian Cures,” have been
uged by many of our most respectable and well-known old colonists
with the happiest results. It is gvident, from the reports we hear
of their being continually used, that there cannot be detrimental
ingredients in their composition. The testimonials, which we
notiee in the *Otago Daily Times,’ are zertainly calculated to in.
spire confidence in the use of these curea.

DonneLLy, alics Medway, alizs Butler, who was remanded last
week on the charge of buxglary, wasagain brought up at the Police
Court on Wednesday. The prisoner pleaded guilty on the accusa~
tion of having robbed the house of his Lordship the Bishop, and
was committed for trial. Two other charges were then brought
against him, on both of which a committal was obtained; and on the
Bench's intimating that they were about to adjourn, Imspector
Mallard stated that five other cases yet remained to be heard, in
which the prisoner was believed to have taken a prominent part.

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

To the Editor of the New ZearaNnp TABLET.

Dxar Sie—Yon would much oblige me by msert.in% in your valuable
paper the following few remarks in re District Boards or Boards
of Management for New Zealand, which have of late engaged the
attention of prominent members; and I am glad to see the Parent
Branch of Otago is about to move in the matter; bat, if I under-
stand right, the form of government to be adapted is new—namely,
Boards of Management, and not as yet provided for in the laws by
which the Society is governed, it is, therefore, very questionable
whether such can be done, without first forming District Boards
proper, when the laws could be revised to auit the requirements of
this colony. Whilst the thanks of the Otago branches are due to the



